October, 2016
Dear Member of the Christ Church family,
This is a publication that many of you have helped to write. It tells the stories of What
Makes Our Church Our Church. It also has information from 18 years of Parochial Reports
that help us understand what it takes to fund Christ Church when we are at out best. At our
2016 Annual Meeting last February, our Priest-in-Charge presented an inflation adjusted look
at the finances when our church was full and vibrant. The wonderful thing,
is, we’re not that far away from full and we certainly are vibrant. The
graphics will give you an idea of what it takes to fund the work of a full and
vibrant church: Our Church!
The same as at your home, the church has many fixed expenses, electric, heat, salaries, insurance. The last two years our budget has been in a
deficit position and we have been forced to use surplus to stay afloat.
Thankfully, we have received money from the diocese to assist us in getting
back to where we were in the past financially. However, that help is ending
with a minimal amount ($15,000) in 2017. We need everyone’s help in
balancing our budget as we did so well in the years when we were full and
vibrant.
Also included in this packet is a pledge card. This is the way you can support What
Makes Our Church Our Church. Please prayerfully consider filling it out and returning it by
mail or in the collection plate. You may ask, why not just put what I can in the collection
plate? Your pledge ensures that the vestry has the ability to plan and budget accurately for
the coming year. We are bound to prepare and present a balanced budget and by your commitment we will be able to do that without using surplus funds or cutting programs. Your
pledge is an affirmation of your commitment to give back to God a portion of the gifts God has
given to you.
We ask that you complete your pledge and turn it in by November 20th which will be
designated Commitment Sunday with an expanded coffee hour and celebration of the gifts we
have all received from God.
And THANK YOU for being an important part of What Makes Our Church Our
Church!
Pat Robertson
Vestry Member for Stewardship

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Judy Forys
What draws me to Christ Church?
The answer is clear
I feel God’s presence
And know he is near.
On any day of the week
You will find
Friends serving neighbors.
We are loving and kind.
The homeless are cared for
And people are fed
Communion is brought
To those sick and in bed.
We have EfM, Lectors,
And Centering Prayer,
Sunday School teachers, Ushers,
All people who care.
It is a place of joy,
Fun, love, and laughter.
If you just come and join us
You’ll find what you’re after.
If we see a new face
We will greet you with ease
We’re friendly and happy
And eager to please.
Maybe our Peace
Lasts a little too long
But we balance it with reverence
And, loud, joyful song.
We never know
What is happening next.
We may meet Pharaoh
Or receive a message by text.
For over three hundred years
Our spire touches the sky,
To remind those who pass
That God is close by.

God’s blessings to us
Are the gifts we are given
And to share them with all
Is how we are driven.
PS:
I can’t end this poem
Without one more aside.
Our coffee hours are fantastic
And our fundraising Fairs fill us with pride.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Cathy Bickerton
Many, many years ago I prayed to see
the face of Jesus. It was vitally important to
me. My prayer was answered and has
continued to be answered as I saw then and
see now the face of Jesus in a never-ending
rotation of faces, all being the face of
Jesus. The congregation at Christ Church is a
source of many of those faces. I see one of us,
then another, then another and so on, an
endless stream of faces that comprise the face
of Jesus.
That’s where I start. Christ Church is
where I have committed myself for the time
being to worship God, to serve others and to
grow in my faith. Someday this may change,
but right now this is my beloved church and
has been for many years in spite of the
problems. When I look at the members of
Christ Church, I see the face of Jesus, and
that gives me great joy.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Barbara Garrity
Christ Church is my church because its
people are on a spiritual journey, trying to
put their faith into action, and they
welcomed me (warts and all) to join them.
I feel fed and encouraged through our
worship, music, adult education and
challenging sermons, the many opportunities
to serve whether inside the church or outside,
and the wonderful friends and fellowship I
have found here. This church provided a safe
and supportive place for our children to
explore faith and service and grow into adulthood. This church has weathered hard times
over its 314-year history, making it a living
sign of God’s faithfulness. As former Bishop
Councell says, “I don’t think God is done
with us yet.” That’s a comforting thought!

Lead Acolyte Anna Schuler trains new acolytes on
September 18, 2016

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Ann Burke
I came to Christ Church because Christ is
here. I feel his presence at the altar and in the
eyes of my Christ Church family. We pray
together, sing together, laugh together, cry
together and celebrate our being together
with God. Why wouldn’t I come where my
friends are, my heart is, and most important,
God is.
What Makes Our Church My Church
By George Speidel
Christ Church is like a family to me. As
with all families we are not perfect. We may
struggle to seek God’s will for our lives.
I believe God’s love is what heals and drives
our church.
My greatest joys and lowest times have
been shared and embraced with my church
family. They have been loving and supportive.
This is my Church Family through our
times of struggle and success. This is my
Place to Worship God and be renewed to go
out an serve his people. This is my Church!

Christ Church Memorial Garden

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Cindy Oliveri
Whenever I come to Christ Church I get a
feeling of calm, I feel grounded, peaceful, and
all the time I am there my mind is filled with
such happy, funny, loving memories of my
husband, Joe, who passed away so long ago
and is buried in the garden at Christ Church,
but is always in my heart. This is what makes
Christ Church my church.

Father Bill with the Women’s Tuesday Study Group

What Makes Christ Church My Church
By Edna Marie Thomas
My initial answer is because I come with
the Priest-in-Charge! However, from my first
weeks at Christ Church I felt surrounded by
warmth and love, care and concern from the
congregation. Even before arriving, I had
notes from several members inviting me to
join the Tuesday morning women’s group,
nurturing my love for books by telling me
about the fabulous Middletown Library,
inviting me to lunch or coffee, writing
sonnets, and generally preparing the way for a
smooth transition. Knowing I was distressed
at moving so far away from my daughter and
one-year-old grand-son, the women upheld
me in my sadness while the men helped get
our house ready to host a visit from my son,
daughter-in-law and one-year-old twins.
Now a year and a few months later, I have
found a community of faith where I can be
myself, without expectations of what the
clergy spouse should do, where love and
laughter are the norms, and where I can freely
exercise the gifts God has instilled in me.
Last fall six trusting souls allowed me to
introduce my passion for the Education for
Ministry format of adult formation and
delighted me when they wanted to continue
during the winter and spring. This yearning
for spiritual growth within the Christ
Church, Middletown “branch of the Jesus
Movement” (to quote Presiding Bishop
Curry) has brought 15 people together for a
full Education for Ministry program this year.
I am excited about the year ahead as these 15
and I grow in our exploration of the Word
and the invitations God is offering through
our time together.
While I will probably always feel drawn
to be near my daughter, I am thankful for the
blessings I receive from this loving
community. If I were one who was churchseeking, I would definitely be drawn to the
Christ Church family.

What it costs
to operate our
church in 2016.
Total expenses
against total income
means we must draw
at least $21,144 from
our reserve fund this
year. Thank God for
those good years!
As part of the Diocese of New Jersey,
we have been blessed
with financial aid in
2015, 2016, and 2017
as well as limited
expectation of
paying our parish’s
Fair Share in support
of Diocesan
Ministries.
We are blessed with
a physical plant that
needs ongoing care
BUT is not a huge
drain (only one
stained glass
window, no slate,
and no stone!).
Not noted in the
budget is the blessing of a part time Director of Children’s
Formation (funded
for two years by a
direct gift).

The year in our past
that best matches
our current church
attendance is 2011
(however, we are fast
returning to the
levels of 2010 and
earlier).

Budgeted drawdown from our Reserve Fund.

The information on
the next two pages
illuminates our
challenges and our
blessings.

What It Will Take To Restore The Financial Stability
That Makes Our Church Our Church
By The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge

The table below adjusts the Plate and Pledge Offerings for Christ Church as reported on the Parochial Reports from 1998 through 2015 using the calculator provided by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis (https://www.minneapolisfed.org/). This calculator reflects what it would cost today (CPI Adjustment)
to purchase what was consumed in the noted year (Plate and Pledge). Additional information such as Average Sunday Attendance (ASA), Total Active Baptized Members, Church Enrollment, Signed Pledge Cards,
and the Diocesan Apportionment (Fair Share) frame each year.
We have made great strides over the past 18 months. The years 2010 and 2011 offer the best description of where we have returned in terms of attendance and program redevelopment. The adjusted CPI Plate
and Pledge for 2011 is a good benchmark of financial health at $402,780. The financial challenge is, frankly,
to have about $128,000 more in pledged and plate income than 2016. This would allow Christ Church to end
the financial support given by the Diocese of New Jersey (diminishing direct grant and forgiveness of Fair
Share participation) and reclaim our place as what Bishop Stokes has referred to a “Jewel of the Diocese.”
The $128,000 would also allow the Vestry to budget without taking from the Reserve Fund while fully
funding our Diocesan Fair Share.
Christ Church will receive $15,000 in Diocesan assistance this year. If our budget stays roughly the
same at 2016 (with little or no Fair Share contribution), then we will need an additional $32,000 to keep
from drawing on and eventually emptying the Reserve Fund. The graphics on the opposite page demonstrate the movement to health with 2011 as the minimum benchmark. We’re really not that far away from
making 2002 our true vision of when we are, with God’s help, at our best.
Church
School
Enrollment

Signed
Pledged
Cards

Fair Share to Diocese of NJ
(Actual $)

Plate & Pledge
Offerings

Plate & Pledge
CPI adjustment
with 2016 $

Year

ASA

Total Active
Baptized

1998

216

492

138

173

$38,440

$268,087

$ 393,882

1999

228

574

146

173

$40,800

$317,206

$ 456,062

2000

217

597

138

168

$40,986

$346,249

$ 481,599

2001

230

593

155

161

$51,331

$373,792

$ 505,495

2002

227

456

145

168

$54,938

$388,155

$ 516,835

2003

225

472

121

178

$58,476

$380,265

$ 494,964

2004

215

557

114

167

$60,641

$410,302

$ 520,180

2005

211

538

131

158

$62,679

$402,694

$ 493,906

2006

210

533

110

163

$64,400

$412,142

$ 489,744

2007

194

483

108

157

$62,591

$408,577

$ 471,950

2008

201

488

108

149

$64,662

$400,796

$ 445,845

2009

177

439

99

139

$46,300

$389,648

$ 434,960

2010
2011

162
146

428
425

72
69

137
121

$49,233
$39,232

$396,850
$378,227

$ 435,788
$402,780

2012

126

420

39

111

$42,000

$317,804

$ 331,507

2013

130

282

36

111

$28,000

$311,023

$ 319,699

2014

98

247

17

103

$28,000

$292,503

$ 295,963

2015

99

262

47

81

0 ($46,077 AID)

$260,727

$ 263,477

2016

145*

@290

@50

90

0 ($25,000 AID)

$274,990

$274,990

145 ASA represents attendance since the return to fall programming on Sept. 11, 2016.

A Proportional Comparison

Where We Are—2016

2016

145*

@290

@50

90

0 ($25,000 AID)

$274,990

$274,990

Where We Could Be Within Two Years (Model 2011 and 2010)

2011

146

425

69

121

$39,232

$378,227

$402,780

2010

162

428

72

137

$49,233

$396,850

$ 435,788

Where We Could Be When We Are Truly Thriving! (Model 2002)

2002

227

456

145

168

$54,938

$388,155

$ 516,835

The Calico Fair brings our church family together
in work and play

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Jane Foran
Things that make me keep coming back:
 Feeling that there's a place where
I belong
 Soup Kitchen
 Saturday night services (especially
Taizé)
 Special events (spaghetti dinner,
Calico Fair, new events that I hope
we will offer more of)
 Beautiful worship spaces
 Small enough to feel like everyone is
important
Also note that I was not raised in a church
at all - I appreciate the right to worship without pressure to be one way or another; this is
really important to me, and also to my
husband who was raised in the overbearing
Catholic church. So this is one of the things
that has kept us connected to Christ Church
for nearly 20 years. The youth programs were
a part of it, but they're not any more for us;
however, I believe in the importance of these
programs and am so happy to see them coming back to life.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Judy Kelso
Christ Church is my church because it is
filled with an incredible, dedicated community (some of the friendliest people I have ever
met!) -- Who have actively joined together to
be on a spiritual journey. -- Who are engaged
in the hard work of supporting each other. -Who sacrifice to serve others in a variety of
meaningful ways. -- Who make God’s love real
in today’s world. Christ Church offers many
of the things I’d hoped to find in a church:
worship, of course, and beautiful music, but
also continued learning and growth, fellowship and fun, and many opportunities for outreach activities. I hope we can continue to
stretch our imaginations (and budget!) to
grow much of what we do even more in whatever way God may call us to do so.
There is a simple, quiet gospel hymn (Holy
Spirit, You Are Welcome), sung at the beginning
of a service, that captures for me what makes
Christ Church my church. Here is the first
verse, as sung by the Greater Allen Cathedral
Choir:
Holy Spirit, You are welcome
Let Your glory now fill this place
For we long to feel Your Spirit
Let Your presence
Now fill this place
For me, God’s Presence indeed fills this place.

Ringing of the bells as we light the Advent wreath candles.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Paul Dawson
There is an African saying “If you think
you are too small to make a difference...” Hold
that thought. What makes our church my
church? I want to talk about avocation,
coercion and friendship.
When I was in the Catholic Grammar
School, we used to go to Benediction every
Wednesday afternoon. One seemingly
uneventful day, while in 4th grade, I was
singing at the service, probably in Latin,
when a nun singled me out and said “See me
after church”. My life passed before my eyes.
What had I done? Broken the 14th commandment? We hadn’t even studied that yet. No.
Sister Mary said, we have a choir for the high
mass and you will come down tomorrow after
lunch and start singing. Thus began an
avocation. When I came here some years ago,
I couldn’t not join the choir. Yes, it was an
avocation, but it helped me make this church
my church.
When Reverend Becky was here, the
Treasurer was having a considerable conflict
combining work requirements and the
Treasurer’s function. Becky, knowing I was a
CPA, asked if I would take over that
responsibility. When I say ‘asked’, those of
you who knew Becky, know it was pastoral
coercion. None the less, with my wife and I
as co-treasurers, this function has helped me
make our church, my church. “If you think
you are too small to make a difference…” Still
hold that thought.
Now, one of the reasons that Pauline and I
chose this church, was the outreach
emphasis. We came from a Family Promise
contributing church and as our friendships
increased, we acted on the requests for

evening hosts. As we realized that Barbara,
Don, Ronnie and Tom (no it’s not the name of
a movie), were setting up the rooms on
Saturday mornings, we asked if they needed
help and now 6 of us inflate the beds, get the
linens together and block off the windows to
make private rooms for our guests. That
friendship helped me make our church, my
church.
So let me sum up this letter into one
word. Volunteering. See, at Christ Church
you have both the opportunity and
PRIVILEGE to live the Scriptures. You are
part of the parables, acting the Epistles,
following the Gospels. Wow. ‘Feed the
hungry and clothe the naked’ are in your
power. Also, when you volunteer you have
‘Skin in the game’ as the saying goes. and our
church becomes your church and my church.
But what can I do? Family Promise, Altar
Guild, Choir, Usher, Lector, Ministers.
Opportunity and privilege.
Thank you.
Oh yeah, that African proverb. “If you
think you are too small to make a difference,
sleep in a closed room with a mosquito.”

2016 Red Bank Crop Walk

Children’s Chimes at the Christ Church family favorite event,
The Advent Spaghetti Dinner

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Theresa Tuttle
It is always a happy occasion when
children return from summer break for the
first day of church school. This September the
event was even more jubilant because we had
a great turnout of 20 children! Later that day,
many families with children progressed to the
parish picnic. Thanks to vestry members
Joyce Wright and Kim Schuler, the picnic
was a fun, kid-friendly event that even
featured a deluxe bouncy house complete
with a slide. The second day of church school
was even more exciting than the first. Attendance grew that day to 28 children, and school
was followed by a joyful Blessing of the
Animals liturgy (I wonder if we had 28 dogs
in church that day, too? Almost, I think). Our
team of dedicated teachers is growing this
year as well. At this time we are blessed to
have nine teachers serving in our church
school. In addition, we are fortunate to have
Sammi Rossnagel serving as caregiver in our
nursery. Like last year, we are teaching three
strong curriculums, Godly Play for the youngest class, Holy Moly for the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
graders, and Spark for the 5th and 6th
graders. I am excited about our great start
and grateful to be leading the church school
during a time of renewal.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Sandra Casci
My Christ Church family is what
makes this MY church. While we follow the
same liturgy as all the other Episcopal
parishes in the area, our congregation’s
friendliness and general caring about each
other is what sets it apart. Each time I volunteer for a project, either at church or serving
our neighbors, I get to know someone a little
better. Over time many close friendships
have formed. I find we know each other’s
business in a good way. We know when
someone is sick or bereaved, having problems
finding a job, or struggling with a difficult
teenager. We offer a kind word, a prayer or a
home cooked meal. Our congregation also
genuinely enjoys spending time together.
Conversation at coffee hour is lively, and our
singing at the annual Spaghetti Dinner is
legendary. I cannot imagine worshiping anywhere else.

The Blessing of the Animals, October 2, 2016

Coffee Hour in the Summer Lounge

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Tom Warren
What makes our church my church is
the ready willingness of friends to get
involved - with each other, with meaningful
projects, and in response to special needs.
The level of comfort we feel with each
other seems to be one foundation of this
willingness to be involved. The sincere
spiritual commitment we have individually
and corporately is another foundation.
Friends who are willing to laugh together and
share sadnesses together will be willing to
help out when needed, and this warmth and
connection of the people in our church is
what makes it my church.

What Makes Our Church My Church
By Wendy Carafano
Christ Church is my church because the
only thing my father shows interest in is
attending church and Christ Church is a
close Episcopal Church that has shown
him a welcoming feeling. Personally, the
outreach programs Christ Church supports
provide ways for me to give back which make
me feel good about bring my father to
church and being a member.
What Makes Our Church My Church
By Colette BeauSejour-Jacobsen
I’ve been a member of Christ Church for
over 17 years! It’s always felt like my home
church. We were married here in 2000, and
all 4 of our kids were baptized and made their
First Intentional Communion here! The new
Priest, Father Bill, has even enhanced our
church in every way. His sermons are
inviting, compelling, thoughtful, open,
honest, and entertaining! He makes
EVERYONE feel welcome. He’s also been
working hard to develop the youth programs
this year at our church! The future is looking
bright here!

Youth Group Meeting, September 18, 2016

A booklet with
testimonies and other
useful information
about
What Makes Our
Church Our Church!
Please plan to stay at church for these
important workshops on Sundays
10/23, 10/30, 11/13 in the Undercroft.
Childcare provided.
Workshop leaders Ronnie Warren, Carol Murray-Negron,
Cathy O’Flynn King, and Maria Kerfoot will guide our discussion.

Workshop #1
October 23rd—11:30 am to 1:00 pm

“Where Have We Been?”
Workshop #2– 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
October 30th

“Where Are We Now?”
Workshop #3-11:30 am to 1:00 pm
November 13th

“Where Do We Feel Called To Go?”
The Wednesday repeat sessions have been removed from the calendar
as these discussions need as many voices as possible all in one place at one time.

