
    

Christ Church 

 

Vespers for the Easter Season 
With music from Taizé 

 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Gathering Chant  

 

Taizé Hymn:    

(sung five times) 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O lord, are holy.  

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hand as the evening sacrifice 

 

Officiant 

People 

Officiant  

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to put it 

under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, must 

shed light among all people, so that they may see the deed you do, and give glory to God in heaven."     

Let us pray.  Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the 

vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so 

you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its light on those around 

us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the true and never-failing 

Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The candles are lighted  as the Phos hilaron is chanted 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron  

O gracious light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

 
 

Silence 



Psalm 105:1-8 
The Cantor and the Celebrant chant the psalm antiphonally.  
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; 

   his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  

 
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

   let the humble hear and be glad.  

 
3 O magnify the Lord with me, 

   and let us exalt his name together.  

 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 

   and delivered me from all my fears.  

 
5 Look to him, and be radiant; 

   so your faces shall never be ashamed.  
 

6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 

    and was saved from every trouble.  

 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps 

   around those who fear him, and delivers them.  
 

8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

   happy are those who take refuge in him. 

 

First Lesson Acts 5:12-26 

Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles. And they were all together in 

Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in high esteem. Yet more than 

ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women, so that they even carried out the 

sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as 

he came by. A great number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick 

and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured. 

Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled 

with jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord 

opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, ‘Go, stand in the temple and tell the people the whole 

message about this life.’ When they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and went on with their 

teaching. 

When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the council and the whole body of the 

elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the temple police went there, they did not 

find them in the prison; so they returned and reported, ‘We found the prison securely locked and the guards 

standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside.’ Now when the captain of the temple 

and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be going 

on. Then someone arrived and announced, ‘Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple 

and teaching the people!’ Then the captain went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, 

for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 
Silence 

 



The Song of Mary    Magnificat 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

The Gospel John 3:16-21 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life. 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 

already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the 

light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all 

who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who 

do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Response 

A Song of Christ’s Humility  Philippians 2:6-11  
 

Though in the form of God, * Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  

But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, * and was born in human likeness.  

Being found in human form, he humbled himself * and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  

Therefore, God has highly exalted him * and given him the name above every name,  

That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, * in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, * to the glory of God. 
 

Silence 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers   

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
*During the Easter season we will use a contemporary version of the Lord’s Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God who is in heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. May it be so. Amen. 

 

Officiant: Let us pray. John sings taize refrain acapella 

O God, hear our prayer. O God, hear our prayer. When we call answer us.  

O God, hear our prayer. O God, hear our prayer. Come and listen to us. 

Jesus Christ, you come to transfigure us and to renew us in the image of God: shine in our darkness. 

Jesus Christ, light of our hearts, you know our thirst: lead us to the wellspring of your Gospel. 

O God you’re our song, O God you’re our praise: All our hope comes from you.  

O God you’re our song, O God you’re our praise: O God, the well-spring of life. 

Jesus Christ, light of the world, you shine on every human being: enable us to discern your presence in each 

person. 

Jesus Christ, friend of the poor: open in us the gates of simplicity so that we can welcome you. 
 

O God, hear our prayer. O God, hear our prayer. When we call answer us.  

O God, hear our prayer. O God, hear our prayer. Come and listen to us. 
 

Jesus Christ, gentle and humble of heart: renew in us the spirit of childhood. 

Jesus Christ, you send your Church to prepare your path in the world: open for all people the gates of your 

Kingdom. 
 

O God you’re our song, O God you’re our praise: All our hope comes from you.  

O God you’re our song, O God you’re our praise: O God, the well-spring of life. 
 

Suffrages 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, 

and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 



Intercessions 

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.  
Please offer your own intercessions either silently or aloud. 

Collect of the Day: Wednesday in Easter Week 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 

who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 

may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

For Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 

those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 

the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen 

A Collect for Protection 

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the 

dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the 

coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control 

our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you, as you will, 

and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 

R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 

V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 

R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

 

Leader 

      

     Lord, hear our prayer; 

People      And let our cry come to you. 

Leader      Let us pray. 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Antiphon: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

The Song of Simeon  Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A Light to 

enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Antiphon: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 



 

Leader    

      

     Let us bless the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

The Leader concludes 

Almighty and merciful God bless us and keep us. Amen. 

 

God’s Blessing be with you,  

Christ’s peace be with you,  

the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,  

now and always. Amen.  

 

Closing Chant 

Taizé Hymn:    

(sung 3 times)  

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful. 

In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Life up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

 


