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A Blessing for all Women Father Michael 
 

Prière à Notre-Dame Leon Boëllmann 

We start our program on the organ with a charming somewhat sentimental prayer to the Virgin 
Mary. This is the ‘slow movement’ in the Suite Gothique by Leon Boëllmann, composed in 1895. The 
concluding toccata with its horror movie overtones is deservedly popular and maybe explains the 
title of the Suite.  
 

Reflection Father Michael 
 

Ave Maria Franz Schubert 

This wonderful piece needs no introduction except to say it started life as a prayer spoken by ‘Ellen’ 
in Sir Walter Scott’s narrative poem, The Lady of the Lake. Schubert planned it to be a religious song 
but one without a specific liturgical purpose. This song has been very popular from the beginning 
and Franz Liszt made three different piano versions of it. 
 

Wiegenlied (Lullaby) Johannes Brahms 

This lullaby is actually an unusually delicate song by a composer best known for his solemn 
utterances! In all Mother’s Day favorite selections lists, this song is at least in the top three choices. 
Here it is played on the organ. 
 

Good evening, good night, with roses covered 
With cloves adorned, slip under the covers. 
Tomorrow morning, if God wills, 
You will awake once again. 

 

Songs my mother taught me Antonin Dvorak 

This song was probably the most popular song of the 19th century. It is part of a set of Gypsy Songs 
the Czech composer Antonin Dvorak published in 1880. This cycle has retained it popularity ever 
since. It is very rewarding to sing and the piano part is dazzling. The words of this particular song 
are rather a downer, reflecting the difficulty of the gypsy life rather than a comment on motherhood! 
 

When my mother taught me 
Songs that she cherished dearly, 
Bitter tears would glisten  
On her eyelids weary. 
 

Now my eyes are weeping 
Tears of bitter yearning, 
When my gypsy children 
These old strains are learning. 
 



Arpa Notturna Pietro Yon 

Pietro Yon (1886-1943) was Italian-born but made his career in the USA. He was the longtime 
organist of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC. He is best known today for his Christmas favorite, Gésu 
Bambino, written in 1917. In 1918 he published a set of 12 ‘Divertimenti’ and these include this 
atmospheric Night Harp to remind mothers and fathers of all those sleepless nights! 
 
Reflection:  Father Michael 
 

A Mother’s Prayer Keith & Kristyn Getty 

This 2012 Christian mega-hit by the Gettys has remained a top favorite for Mother’s Day. The ‘Irish 
Lullaby’ interpolations in the interludes are part of this particular arrangement. 

Verse 1 

Before you close your eyes to sleep 
I have a promise still to keep 
As I hold you in my arms 
I pray your little frame grows strong and that 
Faith takes hold while you are young 
This is my prayer for you 
 

Chorus 1 

Hold my hand, I'll teach you the Way to go 
Through the joys, through the tears 
The journey of these years, 
May you trust Him till the end 
May you trust Him in the end 
 

Verse 2 

This world is not as it should be 
But the Savior opens eyes to see 
All that's beautiful and true. 
Oh may His light fill all you are  
And the jewel of wisdom crown your heart: 
This is my prayer for you: 
 

Chorus 2 

Take His hand and go where He calls you to, 
And whatever come, seek Him with your heart. 
This will be my prayer for you. 
Father, hear my ceaseless prayer. 
Oh keep this child in Your care. 

 
Toccatina Pietro Yon 

This adorable and lighthearted spoof of organ grand toccatas is for flute alone. This Toccatina is 
another of the 12 Divertimenti of 1918. This piece remains Yon’s most popular organ composition. 
 



Mamma son tanto felice Cesare Bixio 

Ending our vocal selections on a much lighter note, here is a treasure from 1940. This Neapolitan-
flavored song was first sung by the legendary Italian tenor Beniamino Gigli. Subsequent artists who 
have recorded it include: Luciano Pavarotti, Andrea Bocelli, Sergio Franchi and Connie Francis. 

Verse 1 

Mamma, I’m so happy because I come back to you. 
My song tells you that it is the most beautiful day for me! 
Mamma, I’m so happy. Why live so far away! 
 

Chorus 

Mamma, only for you my song flies; 
Mamma, you will be with me, you will not long be alone! 
How much I love you! 
These words of love that my heart sighs 
Maybe they are no longer used. 
Mamma! 
But my best song is you! 
You are life and for life I will 
Never leave you again. 
 

Verse 2 

I feel your hand is tired; look for my golden curls. 
I feel your voice is missing the lullaby of old. 
Today your head is white; I want to hold on to your heart. 
 

Chorus repeats 
 
Reflection:   Father Michael 
 
Toccata (Symphony #5 Finale) Charles-Marie Widor 

Widor (1844-1937) was one of the most important French organists of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
He was organist at Saint-Sulpice in Paris for 64 years. Saint-Sulpice was considered the most 
important organist position in Paris, not Notre-Dame. Before the age of recordings, organ recitals 
were extremely popular and organ composers composed symphonies, copying the large-scale 
structure of their orchestral counterparts. Widor wrote a total of 10 symphonies. This finale from #5 
is by far the most popular selection of all. It was used at the wedding of Princess Diana and Prince 
Charles and has remained a favorite in England ever since. 
 
 
* Reflections of the Virgin Mary adapted from respective chapters in  The Scarlet Cord: 
Conversations with God’s Chosen Women by Lindsay Hardin Freeman and Karen N. Canton.; O-
Books, Alresford, Hants, U.K., 2010 


