
 

Lenten Candlelit Vespers 
 

Assembled from the Daily Offices of Evening Prayer and Compline in the Book of Common 

Prayer and a Lenten service of Forgiveness from Daily Prayer for All Seasons 

 

Taizé Hymn: In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 

(sung 3 times)      In the Lord I'll rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

The Leader begins 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. Amen. 

Leader      Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 

People      The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Confession  
Let us make our confession onto God. 

 

Lord Jesus, you come into our lives when we are least prepared for you. As you enfolded 

your betrayers, so embrace us who struggle to love. Reconcile us with our sisters and 

brothers, and, for the sake of your love, forgive us all our sins.  

 

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 103: 11-13 75  

As far as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your loving response to those who are 

humble; so far does your enduring strength uphold those who face the darkness within. As 

parents are concerned for their children, so you come to those who reach out in faith. 

Leader      O God, make speed to save us. 

People      O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Holy Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Phos Hilaron 
O gracious light, pure brightness of God in heaven, O Jesus Christ,  

holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing your 

praises, O God, the Holy Trinity.  

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Incarnate God, O Giver of 

Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

 



Psalm  

Psalm 25:1-9 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

  

The Gospel  

Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 

forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 

him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 

the good news.” 



Taizé Hymn:    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

(sung 3 times)    Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart. 

 

Prayers 
Contemporary Lord’s Prayer  The Traditional Lord’s Prayer 

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Holy and blessed is your true name.  hallowed be thy name. 

We pray for your peace to come,  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

We pray that your good will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Let heaven and earth become one.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

Give us this day the bread we need,  and forgive us our trespasses, 

Give it to those who have none.  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Let forgiveness flow like a river,  and lead us not unto temptation, 

From each one to each one.   but deliver us from evil. 

Lead us to holy innocence   For Thine is the Kingdom, 

Beyond the evil of our days —  and the power, and the glory, 

Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.  Forever and ever. Amen 

For yours is the power and the glory  

and the mercy. Amen 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to 

help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, 

let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collects for the Night 
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 

strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We 

thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and 

humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. 

Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 

died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 

is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 

awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake 

of your love. Amen. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 



The Closing 
V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 

R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 

V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 

R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

Leader      Lord, hear our prayer; 

People      And let our cry come to you. 

Leader      Let us pray. 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Antiphon: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to 

see: A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Holy Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Antiphon: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

Leader         Let us bless the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

The Leader concludes 

Almighty and merciful God bless us and keep us. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: Live in Charity and Steadfast Love.  

(sung 3 times)  Live in charity and God will dwell with you. 

Ubi caritas et amor, 

Ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 


