
Christ Episcopal Church 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 27, 2025  10 AM  
 

PRELUDE    Harp: Morning has broken H 8    A. Bemiss 

Organ: O worship the King H 388   K. Arakelyan  

 

 ENTRANCE HYMN   O worship the King     H 388 

1 O worship the King, all glorious above! 

O gratefully sing his power and his love! 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

 

2 O tell of his might! O sing of his grace! 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

 

4 Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender! how firm to the end! 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE   

 all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our 

ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32 

A Reading from the book of  Genesis. 

The LORD said to Abraham, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 

and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done 

altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know." 
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So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 

standing before the LORD. Then Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed 

sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within 

the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous 

who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 

wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 

Judge of all the earth do what is just?" And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty 

righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." Abraham 

answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 

ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole 

city for lack of five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 

Again he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there." He answered, "For the sake 

of forty I will not do it." Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. 

Suppose thirty are found there." He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." 

He said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 

there." He answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." Then he said, "Oh 

do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there." 

He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it." 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 138 

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 

and praise your Name, * 

because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name * 

and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 

you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 

that great is the glory of the LORD. 

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 

he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

your right hand shall save me. 
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9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 

O LORD, your love endures for ever; 

do not abandon the works of your hands. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 

A Reading from the letter to the Colossians. 

 

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 

rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and 

not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 

have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him 

also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of 

the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, 

you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him 

from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our 

trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this 

aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a 

public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN  On this day, the first of days   (H 47) 

 

1 On this day, the first of days, 

God the Father's Name we praise, 

who, creation's Lord and spring, 

did the world from darkness bring. 

 

2 On this day the eternal Son 

over death his triumph won; 

on this day the Spirit came 

with his gifts of living flame. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." He said to them, 

"When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial." 

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 

midnight and say to him, `Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine 

has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' And he answers from within, `Do 

not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in 

bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell you, even though he will not get up 

and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he 

will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 

finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you 

who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks 

for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!" 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN  On this day, the first of days (H 47) 

 

5 Thou, who dost all gifts impart, 

shine, blest Spirit, in my heart; 

best of gifts, thyself bestow; 

make me burn thy love to know. 

 

6 God, the blessed Three in One, 

dwell within my heart alone; 

thou dost give thyself to me: 

may I give myself to thee. 

 
THE SERMON  
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THE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Sally French; 

for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 

people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence  

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick especially Chris, Mary Musser, Matthew Forys, 

Thomas Wilson, Paul Chaballa, Pat Murphy, Craig,  Ashley Wilson, Joyce and  Lou  

Friedersdorff, Joann Hartswell and all those on the Christ Church Prayer List,  the 

hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 
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I ask your prayers for the departed especially Paul Zaccaria. 

 Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 

Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we 

deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE  

The Peace is now exchanged 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Announcements: 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Please join us for coffee hour in the Undercroft after the service. 
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The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Seek ye first the kingdom of God    (H 711) 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

And its righteousness, 

And all these things sha added unto you 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, 

Seek, and ye shall find, 

Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you: 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  

Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, 

and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant and People    

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 

it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, 

and Jacob and Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes 

to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 

coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 

that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
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Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

The Celebrant says,  

Let us say together on behalf of our friends online:  

O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world who have gathered 

to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. And since I 

cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

Cleanse and strengthen  me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated 

from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

If you are unsure as to whether or not you are permitted to receive communion, please 

know that you are! All are always welcome at God’s table! 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  Seek ye first the kingdom of God (H 711) 

    

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

The Priest blesses the people, saying 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever.  Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL  HYMN Praise, my soul, the King of heaven  (H 410) 

 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;  

to his feet thy tribute bring;  

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  

evermore his praises sing: 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Praise the everlasting King.  

2 Praise him for his grace and favor  

to his people in distress;  

praise him still the same as ever,  

slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Glorious in his faithfulness. 

3 Father-like he tends and spares us;  

well our feeble frame he knows;  

in his hand he gently bears us,  

rescues us from all our foes.  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Widely yet his mercy flows.  

4 Angels, help us to adore him;  

ye behold him face to face;  

sun and moon, bow down before him,  

dwellers all in time and space.  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Praise with us the God of grace.  

 

DISMISSAL  

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God!   

  

POSTLUDE  Chorale no.3 in A Minor                                 C. Franck  
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Those for Whom We Pray 

Mary Musser, Marianne Robbins, Beverly Scarano, Karen Shaughnessy, Debbie, 

Morgan, Nicholas C., Ed Booth Jr., Cindy Card, Eddie Edabach, Millie, Alex and Carly 

Kovalevich, Paul Chaballa, Kay Lynn Jantz, Thomas Wilson, Pat Murphy, Beverly 

Scarano,  Jack, Ashley Wilson, Craig, David, Joyce, Lou and Anne Friedersdorff,  Sandra 

Noecker, Greta Wagner, Judith Brown, Joann Hartswell, Ann Burke, Ronnie Warren, 

Michael S., Katie, Naomi, Preston, Rafi,  Shanda, Ted Owen,  Steve Kruft,  Chris, 

William Willis, Denise, Jane Strong, Naomi, Denise,  Edward Liska, John,  Henry 

Campbell,  Lisa  Campbell,  Barbara Hutchinson, Annabelle Suarez, Jackie Butler, 

Allison Geist, Auston Dimitry, Russel Poles,  Maryellen S., Martin Spindell, Glenn, 

Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D, Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody,  Fabiola 

Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Erna Lindoerfer, Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen 

Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Emily Straniero  

 

Birthdays 

 

In Memoriam 

Paul Zaccaria 

 

SERVING OUR WORSHIP 

Celebrant  

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

 Preacher 

Rev. Tom Warren 

Music Director 

John Balme 

Altar Guild 

Melinda Rudnicki, Linda Barth, Susan Hoffmann 

Lectors 

Carinna Darragh, Barbara Garrity and Joyce Wright 

Ushers 

Dan Thurman, Clint Badal, Joyce Wright, Drew Wilson 

Altar Servers 

Linda Barth, George Speidel, Sydney Sparaco and Dylan Sparaco 
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Christ Church has stood on Kings Highway since 1702 and has been a part of the 

history of this community.  We are a parish centered on prayerful worship, personal 

growth in our faith, community participation, and peace.  

 

 

We are committed to beauty in worship, responsible Bible teaching, and to unity and 

diversity. We focus on faith, fellowship, and fun! We care about each other, our 

community and the world. We hope that you will come worship with us and feel enriched 

and refreshed. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here! 
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