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Welcome 
 The Very Rev. Michael Way 

I t has almost become a cliché to say 

that we are living in extraordinary 

times, nevertheless, this is indeed the 

case. There is so much confronting us 

right now as individuals, as a church, 

and as a nation that it fairly causes our 

heads to spin. Just keeping up with the 

daily challenges of operating in the 

midst of a global pandemic would be 

more than enough reason for mass 

confusion and fear, but add to this the 

highly charged political atmosphere 

surrounding a presidential election and 

the widespread protests related to social 

justice issues, and we have a recipe for a 

breakdown of societal norms. And yet 

Christ Church stands as a place of 

peace and calm even while the storm 

rages about us.  

Why is this? 

I believe it is because we as a 

community of faith are open to the 

Holy Spirit working among us and are 

willing to follow as the Spirit leads us in 

a Godward direction as children of 

light. Because of this we can recognize 

that the chaos currently dominating the 

airwaves is the product of a national 

focus on priorities that are not of God. 

Power, greed, competition, conflict and 

division characterize the national 

conversation, but at Christ Church we 

have chosen to follow a different path, 

one that focuses on the highest priority 

of all: Loving God and loving one 

another.  This approach may seem a bit 

dreamy, it may not seem of this world, 

but it is very much of this world; 

because in following the path of love, 

we are following God in this world. 

This is not a fantasy, it is reality; and it 

is practical for a people of faith to 

choose this path! This is the life we are 

called to live and I am certain that this 

will lead us to inspire others to walk in 

love as Christ loved us.  

So, in these tumultuous times, we must 

stay faithful as we pray for the peace of 

God to rain down upon us and the 

whole human race. Also, we pray for 

the love of God to feed our souls and 

strengthen our resolve to be the people 

God has called us to be.  And finally, 

we give thanks that through all of this 

we are never alone—we have God and 

we have one another.  

God bless you, and may this parish 
continue to be a safe place - both 
physically and virtually – where we can 
so fill our spirits with God’s love that 
we are able to meet any challenge and 
endure any hardship in order to live 
fully in Christ.  We will get through this 
together.  

Peace,  
Michael + 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/
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Life in the Middle Lane 

S o, it’s autumn, and 

in churches all 

across the land, the 

falling leaves, the first 

frost and the hint of 

winter in the chilly 

breezes can mean only 

one thing – Annual 

Stewardship Drives are 

underway; and there’s a 

lot of discussion about 

money. 

Now, one of the complaints I often hear from people 

is that the church talks about money too much.  To 

this I usually say, “Well, Jesus talked about money a 

lot. So, maybe, just maybe, the church should as 

well.” For example, it may come as a surprise to you 

to hear that Jesus talked about money more than he 

did about heaven and hell combined.  In fact, I’ve 

heard it said that one-third of Jesus’ parables talked 

about money. And fully one-sixth of all of the sayings 

attributed to Jesus in the Gospels are about money 

and our relationship to material wealth. 

Why do you suppose Jesus talked about money so 

much? After all, Jesus was not trying to raise funds 

for some church project or other. So, you wouldn’t 

expect Jesus to have to address the issue at all.  But 

the reason why Jesus talked about money so much is 

because he knew that money, and our relationship to 

money, when unhealthy, can deny us a close, 

intimate, loving relationship with God – and with 

each other.   

So, I make the point, that the church does not talk 

about money enough. We need to talk about money 

and invite people to think honestly about the way 

money may be damaging our relationships with loved 

ones and even compromising our relationship with 

God. The Rev. Dr. Thomas Carson once said, “How 

you deal with the subject of Money is the chief 

spiritual issue of your life.”  So, as the church 

we should talk about money. And we should talk 

about it not because the church needs our money, 

but because we have a spiritual need to give of our 

money to advance God’s mission. 

Autumn is the time when we ask our members to 

estimate what they will give toward the financial 

health of the church. However, we believe that when 

parishes approach financial stewardship from the 

perspective of faith, they stop viewing the money that 

is given to the church as merely a means toward 

paying the church’s bills. Rather, they see their 

financial contributions as a way to help people grow 

spiritually in their relationship with God by 

supporting their church’s mission with a percentage 

of their incomes. 

So, instead of talking about budgets, we hope to 

focus the annual stewardship campaign on teaching 

the biblical and spiritual principles of generous 

giving. Instead of mounting a stewardship campaign 

that stresses financial health, we want to reverse the 

logic of the past and focus on the biblical philosophy 

of the need of the giver to give for his or her own 

spiritual development, rather than on the need of the 

church to receive.  

In this way, instead of treating people like members 

of a social club who are required to pay dues, we treat 

people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 

give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  

This way our giving will reflect our thoughtful and 

prayerful discernment regarding what God is calling 

each of us to offer to the church. It is my hope that 

every household, every person in our parish will see 

that giving in this way is an extension of our spiritual 

lives for it is a product of our spiritual journeys in 

which we are called to be good stewards. 

But what exactly is stewardship? I’ve addressed this 

before, but I will again here because I think we all 

need reminding of how stewardship fits in to our call 

from God to lead God-centered, love-centered lives. 

Admittedly, stewardship is a tricky word, one that 

may intimidate some folks and irritate others.  It’s a 

term that can lead some to ask wearily, “does 

stewardship mean that I’m responsible for 

everything?!” while others sarcastically quip, 

“‘stewardship,’ does that mean you’re getting ready to 

ask me for money again?”  

(Continued on page 4) 

The Very Rev. Michael Way 
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Life in the Music Loft 

T he three music groups at Christ Church decided 

they had sat around doing nothing for enough 

months, so they burst into action in September. The 

bells and the recorders are busy rehearsing and 

recording selections for the Prelude to the 10:00 am 

service and the choir is rehearsing on Zoom and 

recording on the patio of Sandra and Mauro's 

wonderful house - many thanks to both of them for 

providing such a wonderful open air performance 

space! 

Cindy and I really enjoyed providing music for five 

months through the spring and summer. As we moved 

to in-person services, Cindy was invited to become the 

music director at Middletown United Methodist 

Church. Cindy sends her greetings and wants to send 

thanks for how supportive everyone was during the 

spring and summer. She is now wrestling a praise band 

into submission! 

Who knows what the rest of this winter is going to be 

like, but we will go on providing the best music we can 

produce. The parish community's continuing 

commitment to music being part of our liturgy is very 

heartening. Many thanks to all of you for supporting 

my three merry bands of musicians. 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

Deaths 

Jane Josephine Headley, former member of Christ 
Church, passed away on August 3, 2020, in 
Midlothian, Virginia.  

Jane Fox Zerrer, Christ Church member for over 
sixty years, passed over on September 4, 2020. 

Wayne J. McKinley, former member of Christ 
Church, passed away on September 10, 2020 in 
Winchester, Virginia. Our condolences to his wife 
Pam, son and daughter-in-law Marc and Kristina, 
and their sons Matthew and Andrew. 

Myra Hasler, mother of Jim Hasler, passed over on 
October 8, 2020. Our condolences to Jim, his wife 
Mary, and daughters Katie and Amanda. 

Births 

Anthony Ingianni, Jr. 
June 16, 2020 

Baptisms 

We welcome to the Body of  Christ  
through the Sacrament of  Holy Baptism 

Liam Parker McMillen 
July 11, 2020 

Noelle Caroline Arcuri 
August 1, 2020 

Christ Church Family News 

House Blessing 

In this time of pandemic, when we are unable to 

see much of each other, I would like to propose a 

fun yet meaningful way for parishioners and priest 

to interact.  I would like to come to each of your 

homes and offer a house blessing. This is a well 

known but not underused ritual offered by the 

church. Normally, it involves the priest entering a 

home and sprinkling Holy Water and offering 

prayers in each room. With social distancing 

guidelines in place, I won't be able to enter your 

homes but by prior arrangement, I can come to 

your home, stand outside, say prayers, offer 

blessings and sprinkle Holy Water--I can even walk 

around the outside of the house to do this, or 

simply stand and offer a shorter service in the 

front of the house.  The whole blessing will take 

less than 15 minutes. You can stand inside your 

front door or join me outside following social 

distancing guidelines. 

I would like to be able to visit everyone during the 

month October. Is that possible? I'll offer the 

blessings on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and 

Saturday mornings. Please call the office to 

schedule your House Blessing!  

 —Michael + 
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What a pity that this wonderful word with ties to the 

beginning of creation is so often met with resentment 

and exasperation from the very people who have been 

blessed by God to be God’s stewards. This isn’t how is 

was supposed to be, but perhaps our notion of what it 

means to be stewards has become warped over the 

centuries; perhaps this is why stewardship is often seen 

as a burden, a hardship, an obligation or just a duty 

rather than as a joyous opportunity to show gratitude 

to God for all of the blessings of this world. For, 

indeed, stewardship is an act of gratitude; and we 

demonstrate this gratitude in our obedience to God; 

because by being stewards in the caring for God’s 

Creation, we are doing what God asks us to do.   

Of course, Gratitude is not the only reason we serve as 
stewards; we also do this because it is in our nature to 
care for each other. We were created in God’s image, 
which instinctively compels us to love and care for the 
world and for each other as God cares for and loves 
us.  Hence our spiritual need to give.  

In Genesis, God pronounced Creation “good.” 
Goodness therefore lies at the core of our being. In 
Jesus’ earthly life, we were reminded once more of the 
potential of human goodness.  It is this goodness that 
calls us to faithful stewardship.  

At our creation we were imbued with an innate sense 
of our connection to and responsibility for others and 
we were equipped to fulfill God’s call to us to be good 
stewards for our world and for each other.  

So, the season is here when we are reminded of our 
stewardship within the context of the church, when we 
are called once more to pledge our time, talent and, 
yes, treasure. But let us remember what our motivation 
for giving is and for whom we give.   Let us, therefore, 
joyfully embrace the label of Steward; and let us accept 
God’s charge to us and celebrate God’s trust in us by 
loving and caring for each other and for all of creation 
through our thoughtful, loving, Spirit-filled 
stewardship!  Amen!    

Michael + 

 The Middle Lane (Continued from page 2) 

What is Stewardship?  

Stewardship is about using the gifts God has given us 

to do the work God is calling us to do. Stewardship is 

how we respond to God’s love and generosity by 

caring for the world entrusted to us—this includes 

caring for the church so that the church can carry out 

God’s mission in the world.  

Our ability to pursue the mission and ministries to 

which God has called us depends on the generosity of 

spirit of those who are a part of our community at 

Christ Church. Giving of your time, talent and treasure 

makes it possible for Christ Church to pursue this 

mission, helping us to assist and nurture people and to 

model God’s love. 

What is a Pledge?  

A pledge is your best estimate of what you will be able 

to give financially to the church over a specific time. 

Pledging is also a spiritual discipline, which invites 

people to prayerfully consider what they give in 

proportion to what they receive. It is a financial 

commitment through which you are spiritually 

enriched. 

I already put money in the Plate—do I 

have to pledge as well? 
Ideally you do both—pledge annually and make a plate 
offering weekly.  While both contribute to the financial 
health of the church, they serve somewhat different 
purposes. 

Loose offerings in the plate help to support our 
ministries, as “gifts” rather than financial 
commitments to the church.  Nevertheless, these gifts 
serve to improve our ability to carry out mission in our 
community; and each penny received in the plate 
enables us to do more of God’s work! 

Pledging, however, allows the Vestry to budget—to 
pay the churches expenses and to forecast the monies 
available for ministries. Thus, by pledging you will 
support the church’s efforts to sustain our ministries, 
programs, and day-to-day operations. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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...And the first Confirmation Class of  the year! 

Blessing of  the Animals... 



 

 

Save the Date: October 18, 2020—Christ Church CROP Walk and Social Sunday 

C hrist Church members and friends, please join us in-person or virtually for CROP Walk and Social Sunday 

October 18, to be held from 1-3 pm ET in the 'bowl" in front of the Christ Church Education Wing. 

Everyone attending must wear a mask and maintain social distancing.  

CROP Hunger Walks are community-based Walk events held in cities and towns across the U.S. raising funds to 

support the global mission of Church World Service, a faith-based organization transforming communities here 

in the United States and around the globe through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, 

displacement and disaster.  There are several ways for you to get involved: 

● Join Cindy McCormack, captain of Christ Church's walking team, and other CC team members in doing 

an abbreviated walk locally. Or, you can join the team and walk virtually. Or, if walking is not your thing, 

you can donate to the Christ Church team. Just click on the link to get started: https://tinyurl.com/y3mqelxz. 

● Donate canned and packaged goods for the “Hunger No More” food drive. Christ Church will be 

donating these items to the Community Outreach Group (COG), which is looking for peanut butter, jelly, 

all pastas, sauce, canned tuna, cereals, soups, canned vegetables, canned fruit, rice, instant potatoes and 

juices. Bring your donation to the church that day.  

● Bring a lawn chair and face mask to visit with friends and show your support for the team. 
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A re you looking for an activity while stuck in the 

house?  Knit or crochet for Seamen’s Church 

Institute’s Christmas at Sea Program. Along with the 

unused, sample sized toiletries, international seafarers 

and inland river mariners are also given handmade hats, 

scarves, vests and socks each winter. The Seamen’s 

Church Institute website (SeamensChurch.org) offers 

suggested patterns of hats and scarves that are designed 

to complement the work and safety gear mariners wear 

on board their vessels.  Many of the patterns are easy 

enough for beginner knitters and crocheters to complete. 

Please drop off your donations at the church office – but 

call first!  Thank you! 

Christmas at Sea: A Ministry of  Seamen’s Church Institute  

https://tinyurl.com/y3mqelxz
seamenschurch.org
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Thanksgiving Ingathering 

O ur Thanksgiving Ingathering, to benefit the 

families served by St Mark’s Center for Community 

Renewal, will be held on Saturday November 7th. This 

is an opportunity to help those who cannot afford a 

Thanksgiving dinner by providing all or part of a 

basket.  Items in each basket include: 

● 3 cans of turkey gravy 
● 1 large or 2 small boxes of stuffing 
● 1 large or 2 small boxes of instant 

mashed potatoes 
● 1 large or 2 small cans of sweet potatoes 
● 2 cans of green beans 
● 2 cans of corn 
● 2 cans of cranberry sauce 
● 1 large or 2 small bottles of apple juice 
● 1 one pound tin of butter cookies 

No turkeys will be needed this year. We will not be 

distributing the reminder slips for individual food 

items. You are welcome to donate all or part of a 

basket. Our goal is to donate 50 dinners. The specifics 

for the ingathering collection have not been finalized 

at the time of this printing. Please watch the Christ 

Church announcements and website for further 

information. Any questions, please contact Erna 

Sottile.  Thank you.  

—Erna Sottile, Vestry for Outreach 

Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale 

T he Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale will 

be held November 28th through December 

6th. Stock up for the holidays and the long winter 

ahead. This is also the perfect opportunity to 

complete your Christmas gift list. We will have the 

famous Christmas Blend as well as twenty other 

choices of coffee: Custom blends, single origin, 

organically grown, espresso, and decaf. Coffee is all 

fresh roasted and ground to order (whole bean is 

available) by our favorite local company, Jersey 

Shore Coffee Roasters. All profits from the coffee 

sales support  Christ Church Outreach ministries. 

COG Household Goods Drive 

M any thanks to all who have contributed 

household and personal cleaning supplies 

for our annual Drive for Community Outreach 

Group (Calico Cat).  The packages will be sorted 

and delivered to the Calico Cat in November, 

where they will be distributed to local individuals 

and families in need through the Calico Pantry. 

We are still collecting the following items only: 

bathroom cleaner, plastic wrap, toothpaste and 

tissues. Please contact Janet Chaballa to arrange to 

drop off your donations.   

—Janet & Kate Chaballa, Coordinators 

Christmas Ingathering 

T his year we are again partnering with St. Mark’s 

Center for Community Renewal to bring some 

Christmas joy to children of families in need. In early 

December we will be collecting new games, toys and 

some clothing for children of all ages. The Christmas 

Ingathering Wish List includes: 

● Action figures 

● Board games 

● Dolls, Cars and Trucks 

● Arts & Crafts Sets,  

● Building Sets 

● Gift Cards 

● Hats, Scarves, Mittens, Gloves 

● Sweatshirts, Socks 

Seasonal Outreach 



 

 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org 

www.ChristChurchMiddletown.org   ●   www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown  

How much should I pledge? 
This is between you and God. Scripture calls for 10% of our time, talent and treasures (or a tithe). And, indeed, 
some parishioners currently tithe while many others have made a commitment to work toward tithing by starting 
with a percentage of income and increasing it over time.  

Another way to determine your pledge is by estimating your weekly/monthly income in order to figure  what 
portion of your income you can  give each week/month. The important thing is that we give in gratitude for all 
our blessings and make a conscious effort to determine an appropriate level of giving for today and allow our 
giving to grow in the future. For giving back to God is an act of worship enabling us to grow deeper in our faith. 
Giving is to experience God’s grace. 

What happens if  I need to change my estimate or I encounter financial hardship? 
In the event your circumstances change, please contact the office or our rector, not only to revise your pledge but 
also to request any pastoral care and support that you might require. You are a valued member of Christ Church 
no matter how much you give. God honors your faithfulness. 

How do I pay my pledge? 

You may pay weekly, monthly, or as a onetime gift.  If you pay your pledge by cash in the offering plate, please use 
a designated pledge envelope so that it is properly credited.   

Donations may also be made on the Christ Church website for a single or recurring contribution. This secure site 
will allow payment through debit/credit card or your personal checking account. If you wish to donate to a 
specific area of ministry or pay your pledge, please visit the church website: https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate. 

How is my pledge money spent? 
Your pledge goes to support our work and ministries: worship and music, social justice ministries, fellowship 
events, and formation programs for children and adults. Your pledge also helps pay for clergy and staff salaries, as 
well as maintenance of our buildings and grounds.  

Don’t We Receive Money from the Diocese or Episcopal Church?  
No.  Most of our annual income, about 65%, comes directly from pledges. We are actually required to  make a 
financial contribution to the Diocese to support its mission and ministries (which benefit Christ Church).  

Can I submit a Pledge at any time in the year? 
Yes, you don’t have to wait until the Fall Stewardship Campaign to submit your pledge or to change it. 
Traditionally, Christ Church also conducts a Mid-year Matching Grant Campaign to allow newcomers to join in 
stewardship by making their pledges as well as to encourage others who have been blessed by  an upturn in their 
incomes to increase their pledges. 

Christ Church does so much for our community—How Can I help?! 
By offering your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure! Through the gifts of your time, expertise and money, you 
support the various ministries and operations connected to our parish including: 

● Spiritual Enrichment through Worship, Music and maintaining our Sacred Space; 

● Outreach Ministries, including St. Mark’s Food Pantry & Soup Kitchen, the Calico Cat Thrift Shop and 
Food Pantry, Family Promise, Outreach Coffee Sales, Aslan Youth Ministries, Coat & Winter Needs 
Drive, Crop Walk, Thanksgiving and Christmas Ingatherings, Episcopal Relief and Development, and the 
Seamen’s Church Institute. 

Stewardship FAQ (Continued from page 4) 

https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate

