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At Christ Church few of us would have 

believed that the interruption to our 

worship schedule announced on March 
13, 2020 would last more than a few 

days or, at worst, a few weeks. “Surely, 

we’ll be back to normal by Easter,” we 

confidently assured each other. And, 
indeed, as it turned out, we were back by 

Easter—only it was a full year later, 

Easter Sunday 2021!  

Sadly, what many of us considered 

unthinkable became our reality. Not 
only was in-person worship suspended 

for Easter 2020, but we were not able 

to return to the church for five long 

months. And even when we returned 
for what proved to be a limited service, 

it was short-lived; for once the cold 

weather arrived, the lack of adequate 

ventilation forced us to close our doors 
once more. As we prepared to suspend 

in-person worship for a second time, 

the unthinkable situation we faced was 

a Christmas Eve celebrated exclusively 
online. So, it seemed that we had 

reached a new low point with our two 

principal feasts in 2020  celebrated in an 

empty church.  

But, of course, we were together in 

spirit and that, as we soon discovered, 
was the most important thing. Indeed, 

although these past 15 months at times 

felt bleak, our parish consistently 

responded to these disappointments 
with humor, grit, determination, and 

grace. We valued being together  

however that could happen—even 

virtually. 

Still, admittedly, though we were 
grateful for the online worship option  

Though we immediately were able to offer an 

online worship experience, we missed seeing 

each other in church for most of the past year. 

    

The Christ Church Crier 

Summer 2021 

We were able to return to in-person worship 

for Easter, followed by, a special Pentecost 

service with congregational singing permitted 

Welcome back!  

continued on page 4 

that held our community together for 

more than a year, our return to in per-
son worship for Easter Sunday 2021 

was especially joyous. It brought to 

mind the Hebrew people’s return from 

their long exile in Babylon. The exiles 

cried tears of joy and gratitude to be 
home once more in Jerusalem, and we 

cried similar tears to be together at 

home once more here at Christ 

Church..  

Nevertheless, it is important for us to 
recognize that, though we were not 

able to gather physically for worship 

for most of the past 15 months or so, 

we were still an active church alive in 
Christ!  

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/
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Life in the Middle Lane 

I n  a  y e a r  o f 

pandemic—some old 

things missed, some 

new things discovered 

The news hit me like 

an unexpected punch 

to the gut. The 

church would be kept 

closed for the 

duration of the 

crisis?! This was 

Friday, March 13, but 

the ominous sounding date didn’t even register with 

me, so unsettled was I at the thought that services for 

the weekend would have to be canceled. My mind 

raced to consider all of the ramifications of this 

directive. Closing the church? It was unimaginable.  

Fortunately, the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 

sprang into action and presented clergy with a host of 

options and resources to consider as each parish 

decided what would work best in their respective 

contexts; but it was immediately apparent to most of 

us that if we were to have any type of service at all, it 

was going to have to be one held online.  

And then something miraculous happened; almost 

immediately we noticed the incredible numbers of 

parishioners and visitors who were participating in 

our services online! Indeed, each service was attended 

by hundreds of viewers!  

At first, I had thought that perhaps a handful of 

parishioners would bother to tune in to what I was  

afraid would be an anemic alternative to the in-

person worship experience at our Church. But I was 

wrong, people were just grateful that we could still 

worship together, even if only virtually.  

Since that first weekend, the occasional glitch 

notwithstanding, we managed to offer three services 

of Holy Eucharist every weekend plus Morning and 

Evening Prayer every day, Monday through Friday.  

The most gratifying aspect of all of this was the 

discovery that our sense of community was as strong 

as ever. And this was due not only to the success of 

the live-streamed services, but also to the care and 

compassion that members of the Christ Church 

family showed to one another during this time. The 

phone calls, emails, and handwritten notes that 

parishioners regularly made to each other really kept 

our sense of community alive and well. But it wasn’t 

really much of a surprise to discover this, Christ 

Church folks love to be together by whatever means 

available. 

Did these virtual and indirect experiences replace the 

comfort of in-person gathering in the church? No, of 

course not. But this temporary solution worked! 

People were spiritually fed, community was 

maintained—perhaps, even expanded—and, most 

importantly, God was praised throughout this 

difficult and disturbing time.  

And now nearly fifteen months on, we are quite close 

to worshiping the way that we have been accustomed 

to for over three hundred years here on the corner of 

Church Street and Kings Highway. So, will we return 

to the way things were? Mostly “yes;” but we also 

recognize that we have learned some important new 

ways of ministering both to our parish and to the 

community around us that we would not want to 

lose.  

Our online presence has helped raise our profile and 

enabled us as evangelists to reach out to many new 

people. We will continue to offer our services online 

for this reason but also because it links us more 

directly with those who for whatever reason are 

unable to attend church.—the ill, the homebound, 

the travelers, the undecided! We’ve also been 

surprised to discover the benefits of online meetings, 

adult study and youth formation.  So we will mix 

them into our parish life as we move forward.  

Thank you all for being so gracious and positive 

during this difficult time. I was correct in my 

assessment of Christ Church when I first arrived two 

years ago – this is a special community that loves and 

cares for each other deeply and joyfully. That hasn’t 

changed one bit during this crisis.  

Michael + 



 

 

The recently held Journeying Towards Reparations webi-
nar presented an opportunity to address some of the 
challenging questions regarding reparations by discussing 
two examples from those who had begun the process.   
Bishop Stokes, in his introduction, said the following:  
“This is frankly the most important work we can be do-
ing in our time and in our place right now…what we are 
really talking about is a way of acknowledging truth – em-
bedded truths – in our souls,  and in our consciousness in 
our nation and in our church.  We cannot, any of us, be 
well until we do this difficult soul work…telling the truth 
in love to one another and hearing the truth in love from 
one another.” 

Over the hour-long presentation, the panelists (Dr. 
Lapley and Rev. Magianno) described their respective 
institutions’ journeys toward understanding the meaning 
of reparations, the historical context for their institutions, 
and the process they each undertook to determine what 
action they could take.  

They both admitted it was not an easy journey. Each in-
stitution leaned heavily on the Christian tradition of con-
fession, repentance, and reconciliation as a beginning.  
Then spent critically important time to investigate their 
historical ties to slavery, and how it impacted the com-
munity. 

Princeton Theological Seminary, which started looking at 
reparations about five years ago, began with a 2-year au-
dit on the college’s connection to slavery.  The recom-
mendations that came out of the audit took a number of 
different forms, including weaving the teaching of the 
slavery audit and its implications for the future through-
out the curriculum; setting aside funds for minority 
scholarships to relieve student deb, and building commu-
nity and international partnerships. 

For Memorial Church, history also began the conversa-
tion, which helped them realize how their church had 
been seen as an antagonistic place for blacks in Baltimore 
for over 100 years.  They did the difficult internal work 
to change how they wanted to represent the community.  
They diversified the Vestry, staff, and altar guild.  They 
worked to establish credibility and trust with both white 
and black neighbors, and built connections with black 
organizations. Only then were they ready for a discussion 
on reparations.  “It’s not so much about what our ances-
tors did … but what are we doing now?”  Each said how 
important it was to do the historical work, as well as to 
be constantly aware of the spirit of God throughout the 
process. 

Princeton Theological Seminary’s taskforce recom-
mended $28 million for “acts of repair” over the long 
haul – about $1 million a year. Memorial has commit-
ted one-half million dollars; $100,000 a year for 5 
years to reparations.   

In response to a question about the importance of 
being forward thinking after having done the histori-
cal review, the panelists replied:  

Rev. Maggiano: “This is re-orienting the parish and 
community for the future.  You can’t do reparations 
for a season and put it away and get back to the work 
of the Gospel.  This is the work of the Gospel.” 

Dr. Lapley:  “…This is a transformational moment 
that is transforming our lives as a school.  Once in a 
century you get an opportunity to change – and be 
changed by the Spirit and the working of God.  The 
critical question for us going forward is:  What is the 
meaning of [this work] for how we form persons for 
ministry?” Tia LaPiana and Judy Kelso 

Editor’s note: The Virginia Theological Seminary (a seminary 
of the Episcopal  Church, located in Alexandria, Virginia )
recently affirmed its commitment to funding the reparations pro-
gram that it created in September of last year for descendants of 
enslaved persons who worked on the campus and for the de-
scendants of persons of African descent who were employed there 
during the Jim Crow era.  

The Journeying Towards Reparations  

Journeying Toward Reparations 

A webinar sponsored by the Diocese of NJ 

was held on May 25, 2021 

Guest panelists: 

Dr. Jacqueline Lapsley,  

Dean and Vice President Academic Affairs,  

Princeton Theological Seminary 

The Rev. Grey Maggiano, Rector 

Memorial Episcopal Church 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Moderator: The Rev. Charles Wynder, Jr. 
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Ann Burke receives both of her Covid19 vaccination shots at 
Brookdale Community College thanks to a Christ Church 
initiative to schedule (at the time) hard to get appointments. 

Formation for Children 

C hrist Church has broken ground on a new Children’s Garden! We are 

taking a corner of the church campus and transforming it from an 

underutilized space into a vegetable garden whose bounty will be shared 

with our neighbors at the Calico Cat Food Pantry.  

The first stage of construction is commencing over the summer and we 

have partnered with a young parishioner, Stefan Gerin.  He is building 

several raised beds with trellises for us as part of his Eagle Scout project. 

These raised beds will be home to a fall crop of lettuce, spinach and kale 

that will be planted by the children in our congregation. In the spring we 

hope to expand our garden to include several more raised beds by 

capitalizing on funding available through grants.  

We plan to incorporate the fundamentals of the Episcopal Abundant Life 

Garden Project curriculum to teach and inspire our young members to 

share the bounty of God’s love by planting and harvesting a garden to help 

battle food insecurity in our community.  

.Christine Stockhausen-Butler 

Health and Wellness 

When the vaccine first became available in February 

and appointments were difficult to get without being 

“technology savvy”, Christ Church leapt into action. 

Through the determined efforts of a small group of 

volunteers led by Christine Stockhausen, Christ 

Church was able to secure a total of 145 vaccine ap-

pointments for many of the most vulnerable of our 

community.  

Of those 145 people, approximately 80 were either 

parishioners or friends connected to our Church 

family. By Easter we had vaccinated the majority of 

our eligible parishioners. Christ Church was also able 

to secure appointments for many of the volunteers at 

the Calico Cat Food Pantry so they could meet the 

need of a client base that tripled during this difficult 

time. Our neighbors at the  Middletown Reformed  

Church had many older parishioners that struggled 

with the process of making appointments but, with  

our help ,they we were able to vaccinate many of their 

parishioners as well.  Many Thanks to volunteers Erna 

Sottile and Judy Forys for their work in getting word out 

to those who were most end need of help.  

Christine Stockhausen Butler 

 

This helped us to become more aware of how much we truly value fellowship and how necessary it is for us as a 

community of faith to be able to engage with our neighbors in need whatever the challenges we face, whatever 

the circumstances in which we find ourselves. Gratefully, this pandemic did not beat us down, we stayed alive in 
Christ throughout the dark days of 2020 and are ready to walk as children of light into a bright future! 

continued from front page  
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Spring Cleanup! 
Imagine what nearly a year of inattention to grounds 

can do to a large campus such as ours! Due to the 

lockdown last spring, we struggled  even to get the 

lawn mown, let alone our flower beds planted. Our 

landscaping service who had maintained the lawn and 

gardens was suddenly no where to be found and 

weeds had begun to take over. Sadly, our grounds 

were overgrown and unkempt after a year of neglect.  

Thankfully, Joyce and Connor Wright stepped in to 

handle the regular upkeep of the lawn. But the shrubs 

and flower beds  were still in a frightful condition. 

Thanks to the initiative of Jo Ann Hartswell, a team  

was quickly assembled to tackle some much needed 

clean up of the grounds and begin envisioning what 

our restored grounds could look like. 

Jo Ann worked with  Michael Corbitt , whose 

knowledge and expertise of landscape design prove 

to be invaluable. to design some basic landscaping, 

which had become overgrown after a year of neglect. 

Thanks to everyone who participated in cleaning and 

planting to restore our beautiful campus! 
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Although the COVID pandemic created 

many restrictions, it did not stop Christ 

Church parishioners from coming together as 

a loving community to provide support to our 

neighbors in need.  Our Outreach events also 

provided our Christ Church family with 

opportunities for socially distanced 

fellowship, even if  it was in the lower parking 

lot!   

During the initial stages of  the pandemic 

many in the congregation requested a church 

wide response to help those in need.  A 

donation dedicated in Fr Michael Way’s name 

was given to St Mark’s Center for Community 

Renewal, as he requested, to be used to 

support those truly suffering during the 

pandemic.  Our tribute to Fr Michael, as a 

way of  thanking him for all he had done to 

spiritually lead and sustain us, brought in 

$5410.  

Since May 2020 we held 7 food drives 

benefiting either St Mark’s or the Calico Cat 

Pantry.  These were combined with 

collections of  diapers twice, household goods 

twice, and winter clothing once.  The 

generosity of  our parishioners was 

overwhelming.  Just one drive, for example, 

provided 3 SUVs stuffed with food plus 3384 

diapers. Our Youth Group must be 

recognized for their assistance, especially the 

‘heavy lifting’ and carting. 

In February and March, 2021, our focus was 

on ensuring that any of  our parishioners, 65 

and over, who desired to be vaccinated could  

  A Year of  Service to our Community! 
have access to these life-saving vaccines.. Chris-

tine Stockhausen spent hours, day and night, 

setting up appointments.  This opportunity was 

then expanded to include family, friends, neigh-

bors, parishioners of  Middletown Reformed 

Church and Calico Cat volunteers.  In total, 

over 90 appointments were made during this 

time that obtaining an appointment was so dif-

ficult. 

‘Regular’ Outreach activities (often in conjunc-

tion with Parish Life) continued, although often 

in altered form.  The Christ Church CROP 

Walk and Sunday Social was held in October on 

the church front lawn.  We participated in an 

abbreviated local walk, enjoyed fellowship, col-

lected over 400 pounds of  food for the Calico 

Cat Pantry and raised over $2000 for CROP 

Walk.    

Our Thanksgiving Ingathering also moved to 

the front lawn, and with the support of  Parish 

Life, provided a wonderful social opportunity 

for all those who stopped by.  50 boxed dinners 

(plus 6 boxes of  miscellaneous items) were do-

nated to St Mark’s for the benefit of  the fami-

lies they serve. 

    The families of  St Mark’s were the recipients 

of  our Christmas Ingathering.  The donations 

of  toys, clothing and gift cards, which far ex-

ceeded previous years, were distributed to chil-

dren in the Bayshore area. 

     We provided lunches one week in August to 

the children attending the Aslan Youth Minis-

tries Summer Day Camp in Red Bank.   

2020-21: 
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Along with donating unused, sample size toi-

letries throughout the year, Christ Church pa-

rishioners took advantage of  the time at home 

to knit and crochet hats and scarves for the 

Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea 

Program. 

Our Lenten Alms projects went virtual but 

demonstrated the generosity of  Christ Church 

towards those in need.  Heifer International’s 

Fill the Ark was the recipient of  $3814.35 in 

2020 and World Central Kitchen received 

$3779.88 in 2021. 

As a member of  the Community Outreach 

Group (COG), Christ Church helped to staff  

the Calico Cat Thrift Shop and Pantry when 

they were open. We contributed to the COG 

Back to School Program.  The Calico Cat 

Household Good Drive provided 20 bags of  

supplies that were distributed to needy families 

through the Calico Cat’s Evening Pantry. 

The Outreach Coffee and Cocoa Sales, held 

quarterly throughout the year, enabled us to 

support Jersey Shore Coffee Roasters, a local 

small business, and provide financial contri-

butions to Family Promise, Aslan, COG, St 

Mark’s, Fairview First Aid, Old Village Fire 

Company, Cinderella’s Closet and Westside 

Food Pantry in Maine. 

Our Outreach efforts are concrete ways of  

putting our faith into action.  Our Christ 

Church family has demonstrated that they are 

truly the hands of  Christ through all the ways 

they support those less fortunate than them-

selves. 
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The Last Word  
 

Ramblings from the “New Kid.”  

The Pandemic! What a long, strange trip it’s been… and continues to be. 

One cannot come through this without lots of reflection and for me, joining 

Vestry just as things began to close down and then assuming a warden role 

gave me even more to contemplate. 

As much stress, sadness and loss that came with pandemic, there were some 

bright spots – I’ll admit with no apologies that going to church in my sweats 

with coffee in hand wasn’t all so bad and, undeniably, not having to stress 

over coffee hour hosts was a particular benefit.  At the same time, we all 

came to learn that there was new and challenging work to be done.  

I watched as Christ Church navigated completely uncharted waters - Father 

Michael responded quickly and creatively, embracing whatever technology 

was close at hand to bring us virtual services. He and the church staff had to 

provide some semblance of normalcy from home locations, remote from 

their everyday contacts and “stuff.” Christ Church parishioners reached out 

to care for one    another as if it were the most natural response in the world.   We all got used to virtual 

meetings and Vestry members worked to create fellowship opportunities and find ways to serve our community in 

need.  My fellow warden, Paul Dawson, and the Vestry finance team quickly turned applications to the Small  

Business Administration, securing a PPP loan for Christ Church which enabled us to retain staff. The Return to 

Church Committee – all volunteers lead by Barbara – met regularly to understand the diocesan guidelines and to 

craft the Christ Church response; every one of those discussions “heard” all feedback from the parish and worked 

so very hard to be responsive to those concerns. And, as a sure sign of the promises of the days ahead, Drew was 

able to begin planting the seeds for the Capital Campaign discussions that are now beginning in earnest.   

So, today we find ourselves beginning to emerge from the pandemic. I know more about aerosols and airflow and 

biologicals and HVAC systems than I ever thought I could.  I’ve spent countless hours in meetings and calls with 

Father Michael, this Vestry and our parishioners and I am awestruck by the love and care that they have for Christ 

Church and for one another.  Agree or not, be assured that a genuine concern for this parish has guided every 

decision.  I’ve begun to sit in organizational meetings for Capital Campaign and just, WOW – the understanding of 

our history, the professional acumen, experience and life skills of these fellow parishioners is humbling.  Many of 

them have been on this Christ Church journey for a long time. The fact that they are willing to come back to the 

table to plan for our future is a testament to them and to the strength of connection in our parish. 

The kindness and generosity here continues to leave me amazed.  I am privileged to be part of our little family here 

on Kings Highway and excited by what the future holds.  We will continue to hear each other, be kind when we 

disagree and respect everyone’s work.  Pandemic has wrought many changes but let’s use the experience to 

challenge ourselves and each other to seize other opportunities that will make us stronger.   

Betty Truscott 

Betty Truscott, our new  Junior Warden 


