
 

 

Weekly Worship 

7:30 am M/W/F  
Morning Prayer 

5:00 pm M/W/F 
Evening Prayer 

5:30 pm Saturdays     

Recovery & Healing  

Eucharist with music 

8:00 am Sunday Eucharist 

(Spoken) 

10:00 am Sunday  

(Eucharist with music) 

Quick Links 

Christ Church Website 

Christ Church Facebook 
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T h e  C h u r ch  C r i e r

Welcome to Christ Church! 
 The Rev. Michael Way 

     “Two churches, side by side” is 
how our parish is described on the 
Christ Church website. This makes 
sense, because if you are visiting us 
for the first time, the fact that we have 
two church buildings is probably the 
first thing you noticed about us. 

     Our church campus includes The 
“Old” Church, a small, white, wooden 
structure built in the Carpenter Gothic 
style in 1836, incorporating parts of an 
even older church built in the 
1740s,on a foundation dating back to 
the 1680s, and the “New”  Church, a 
much larger brick building in the 
modified Georgian style, erected in 
1965 with an education/office wing 
added in the early 1970s.  

     The description on our website was 
deemed necessary because it is not 
obvious to the passerby that the two 
buildings are connected.  They look 
for all the world like two different 
churches who are next door neighbors, 
not one church blessed with two 
separate and distinctive buildings.  

      Fortunately, we have found that 
having these two sacred spaces offers 
our community a variety of worship 
experiences not necessarily found in 
other churches. The simple, intimate 
interior of the Old Church lends itself 
to smaller, quieter, more contemp-
lative services, whose character might 
be compromised if  conducted in a 
cavernous space.  

     The Old Church is often described 
as a “thin” place: a simple serene 
setting where the separation between 
earth and heaven is blurred, a space 

where the veil between this world and 
the eternal world is gossamer-like, 
almost invisible.          

     The larger New Church is just as 
sacred, just as holy; but where the Old 
Church conveys a sense of peace and 
contemplation, the New Church is a 
place of joyful exuberance. With a 
much larger number of people in the 
pews, a full choir, multiple clergy, 
acolytes, lectors, Eucharistic ministers 
and a massive pipe organ wailing 
away, God is praised in an energetic, 
sometimes boisterous, celebration of 
community.  

     However, the downside to this 
blessing of two buildings is that some 
confusion can be created.  Which 
building is Christ Church?! Perhaps, 
better signage and a slight name 
change would make things a bit 
clearer? How about if Christ Church 
just referred to the New Church and 
the Old Church became known as 
Christ Church Chapel? Wouldn’t that 
make things easier?! Thankfully, 
whatever worship style you prefer, we 
have an option for you and you are 
most welcome here! Michael+ 
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Life in the Middle Lane 

Moths – not my favorite animals!  I 
don’t exactly detest them, I just find 
them mildly irritating, like when 
one sneaks into the house and 
incessantly hurls itself against an 
overhead light that is just a few 
inches too high for me to swat at.  

Still, while a nuisance, they really aren’t the source 
of a whole lot of anxiety; and I had never really 
given them much thought before—until the incident 
with the cashmere sweater. 

Let me tell you about the cashmere sweater 
– well, it’s from Brooks Brothers, it’s brilliant blue 
and softer than you can imagine, and it was a 
generous and terribly expensive gift from my aunt 
for my graduation from seminary.  Now, I admit 
that I thought it odd to receive a sweater as a gift for 
an occasion in late May, when the hot weather was 
already upon us, but I gratefully accepted it and put 
it away until cooler weather arrived.   

But then I decided to go to England to visit 
my friends John and Joanna; and, at that time of 
year the English countryside is still usually a bit 
cool at night or on a rainy day, so I decided to throw 
the sweater into my suitcase and take it along.  
When I got to my friends’ farmhouse, I dutifully 
unpacked it and laid it out along with the rest of my 
things on the carpet by my bed and then ran 
downstairs to have tea with my hosts. 

As Joanna was readying the tea, and we 
were all having a nice chat, she casually walked 
over to freezer, opened the freezer door, rummaged 
around a little and then extracted a sweater, which 
she proceeded to hand to John.  “Here”, she said, “I 
think this is ready.”  I am rarely shocked by the 
idiosyncrasies of English society but storing 
sweaters in the freezer was a new one to me, so I 
shot her a puzzled look.  

“Oh, we have moths,” she said in an 
offhanded way, followed by a brief discussion about 
whether the sweater had been munched on by carpet 
moths or closet moths – apparently, they have both.  
Then I noticed the several dime sized holes in the 
sweater. By this time, I had turned pale, and my 
eyes betrayed a sense of panic. In my imagination I 
feared that while we were talking, thousands of 
hungry moths were upstairs devouring my sweater.  
“Is something wrong,” she asked?  “Well, it’s just 

that I have a sort of expensive cashmere sweater, 
unpacked and lying on the carpet upstairs.”  “Oh, 
that’s not a problem,” she said, “it’s the moth eggs 
that you have to worry about and it takes ages for 
them to hatch, just stick it in the freezer when you 
get back to America – that’ll take care of them.”   

I wasn’t taking any chances. As soon as tea 
was over, I tore upstairs, half expecting my sweater 
to be reduced by then to nothing more than a Brooks 
Brothers label. To my relief I found it intact, but I 
still shook it vigorously, wrapped it in other clothes, 
stuck it in the suit case - and locked it, just in case. 
 A week later,  I rushed home from the 
airport, made straight for the freezer, emptied it, 
shoved all the clothes from my suitcase into it and 
kept them there for a week. The good news – no 
moths.  The bad news – perhaps I had betrayed an 
unhealthy preoccupation with material possessions.  
What do you think? 

 Our proper relationship to material things is 
the theme of the Gospel lessons in early August. 
Last Sunday we heard the parable of the Rich Fool – 
whose sole concern was for his wealth and his need 
to protect it to the exclusion of all else. This, despite 
the fact that for all his worldly goods, he couldn’t 
take them with him when he died  

This Sunday we are reminded that our fears 
and worries about our possessions distract us from 
focusing on what is most important in life. Jesus 
asks us to free ourselves from the burden of these 
worries over our earthly possessions - this obsession 
with material goods - and look heavenward to the 
treasures that exist for us in eternity.  

Most of our possessions, like my sweater, in 
time begin to wear, the once brilliant colors fade, 
the expertly woven threads begin to unravel…they 
are temporary.  But Jesus calls on his followers to 
focus on the eternal, not the temporary, on the 
imperishable things of heaven, not the short-lived, 
moth-eaten articles of this world.  He tells them to 
sell their possessions, give alms; to make purses that 
do not wear out, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys; to find in them an unfailing treasure 
in heaven; for he declares where their treasure is, 
there their hearts will be also.  

May we all see that our treasure is found in 
the universal love of God, which provides us with 
riches that are infinitely greater than what material 
possessions can offer; a treasure that, safe from the 
thief or the moth, is ours eternally. Amen 
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Our beloved Ann Burke’s 95th birthday! 

First Friday Mixers return—in the AC! 

Christ Church threw a 

“Christmas in July” family fun 

day at St. Mark’s in Keansburg 

Honoring the service of  Lou and Joyce  

Friedersdorff by planting a tree in their honor. 

.Fun Times as the  indoor Parish Picnic  

A very successful  White Elephant sale! 

Christmas in July 



 

 

NEW!!! 
“The Crosses we Bear” 

An exhibition of cross-shaped 

paintings that depict the  

dire consequences facing the 

natural world due to the poor  

conservation and stewardship  

of our planet.  

October 1—November  15  

 

WHAT’S 

HAPPENING AT 

CHRIST CHURCH 

(Dates to be determined) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

First Friday 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sunday School Starts! 

 

OCTOBER 

“The Crosses We Bear” 

Art Show 

Family Fun Night 

Blessing of the Animals 

Crop Walk  

Blessing of the Halloween 

Costumes 

 

NOVEMBER 

Choral Requiem Concert 

“Homecoming” Party 
 

 

DECEMBER 

 Spaghetti Dinner 

Christmas Eve 

 

More to Come!  

Check the calendar  

on our website for regular 

updates on new events 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway 

Middletown, New Jersey 07748 

Office: (732) 671-2524 

Email : office@christchurchmiddletown.org 

     

Christ Church Communications    

 
    This picture of a rotary phone may bring back 
    old memories. You know exactly what it felt 
    like to put your index finger in the hole and  
    dial the number.  For some, you can remember 
    dialing 4 digits to reach the party you wanted.  
    Others dialed 7 digits and for  those born after 
    1951, when the official rollout of area codes  
    took place, 10 digits. By 1995, a 1 was added 
    and you had to dial 11 digits instead. At least by 
the 1980s, the majority of homes had a push button, rather than a rotary phone. 
Each twist and turn of technology required a bit more effort, but resulted in a 
faster and clearer connection. 
  
Fast forward to 2022 and communication trends are still evolving. We tend to 
embrace what is comfortable, what is commonplace for us. But as Christians, 
we have to keep evolving to be able to reach out to the next generation of wor-
shipers. That means using email and Zoom and maybe even text messages. It 
may seem too hard, too complicated. But is this really any more difficult  than 
moving from a dial phone to a push-button phone or dialing 10 rather than 4 
numbers?  
Be willing to try new things - God gives us the ability to develop new technol-
ogy and we shouldn't be fearful of using it 
 
      Vicki Schmelzer 
      Vestry chair for Communications 
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