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Christ Church Middletown & St. 

Mark’s Keansburg 
Christ Church has long enjoyed a rich relationship 

with our friends at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in 

Keansburg, NJ.  Our parish has been particularly ac-

tive in the food justice ministry at St. Marks, having 

regularly sent teams to serve at the soup kitchen and 

interact with the folks there.   
 

Recently, our Outreach Committee has begun to engage with St. Mark’s on a 

broader basis. Last summer, we threw a family friendly outdoor party at St. Mark’s 

as part of our Christmas in July festivities. This type of activity brings the two 

churches together in new ways that strengthen the bonds linking them.   
 

Deacon Rose and I are experimenting with yet another way to bring our parishes 

closer together.—a joint worship service! Since they are without the services of a 

priest,  it is a challenge to have bread and wine consecrated for their worship.  

Solution?  We are now holding a joint service. Eucharist is now celebrated at  

St. Marks on Wednesdays at 10 AM. The bread and wine I consecrate on Wednes-

day are used for their Sunday service as well. Please join us!    Michael + 

 Restore, Return, Renew—REJOICE! 
In churches all around the land, the falling leaves, the first frost and the hint of 

winter in the chilly breezes can mean only one thing – Annual Stewardship 

Drives are underway.  

At Christ Church, we are no different. The autumn is the time when we ask our 
members to pledge to the financial health of the church. However, we have 
come to understand that parishes that approach financial stewardship from the 
perspective of faith do not view the money that is given to the church as merely 
a means toward paying the church’s bills. Rather, they see their financial contri-
butions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God 
by supporting their church’s mission with a percentage of their incomes ‐ we 
want to be that kind of parish! 

      The theme of this year’s Annual Stewardship Campaign is: Restore – Re-
turn – Renew – REJOICE! These are inspiring words, words that apply di-
rectly to our spiritual health at Christ Church. Given the challenges of the last 
two and a half years of pandemic, the time is now for us to engage in spiritual 
restoration and renewal, the time has come for us to return to our spiritual 
practices and our commitment to the worship life of the church, and the time 
has come for us to REJOICE that we have endured a difficult and sometimes 
frightening period in our parish life and are now ready to rejoice in the spirit.! 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/
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Life in the Middle Lane 

Here’s to our fabulous and very 

hard working Altar Guild! Just a 

few weeks back when we held two 

large funerals at Christ Church 

(White altar hangings) in the season 

of The Sundays after Pentecost 

(Green hangings) and the celebration of the feasts of 

All Saints and All Souls following soon after (White 

again), it seemed as if every couple of days the 

Altar Guild had to switch out the various vestments 

of the church, depending on what color was 

required for the occasion. This is not easy work! For 

instance, the altar cloth is extremely heavy, bulky 

and awkward to handle, so several people are 

required just to take it off the altar and put it away.  

And putting these cloths and hangings away is a 

chore in and of itself. Everything has to be folded 

and hung or stored properly to prevent unsightly 

wrinkles. And that’s just the fabrics. All of the 

silver and brass has to be polished, the flowers 

ordered, that candles filled with liquid wax, the 

wicks trimmed, the wafters ordered, the wine 

poured, etc., etc, the list is very long.  

For those of us who passively enjoy the beauty of 

the church and all of its appointments, we forget 

that this doesn’t just happen automatically. So, we 

can’t take all the work by the Altar Guild for 

granted. Indeed, their work is critical to our worship 

experience and requires a great deal of dedication, 

planning, coordinating and flexibility. 

So, as we prepare the church and chapel for a new 

liturgical season (Advent, with a new liturgical 

color), let’s show the Altar Guild our appreciation 

for all that they do for us.   

What’s next? Well, the Sunday after Thanksgiving 

our church will be transformed into a celebration of 

Blue!  

Now purple is the traditional color for the season of 

Advent, but in more recent times, many churches 

have adopted blue as the color of Advent. That 

includes Christ Church. Blue represents hope, 

expectation and heaven. It is also the color 

associated with the Blessed Virgin Mary in art and 

iconography.  A deeper hue of blue seen in the 

priest’s vestments is the color of the clear, predawn 

sky, the color that covers the earth in the hours 

before the sun rises in the east. So we use this color 

for Advent to shade the season with a hint of 

expectation and anticipation of the dawn of Christ. 

This matches the Advent theme of watching and 

waiting for the light that is coming into the world in 

the birth of the Christ Child.  

Penitence and spiritual discipline are  also a part of 

the traditional Advent observation. This is why so 

many of us are use Advent wreaths and devotionals 

to mark the days of Advent. It is a time to recommit 

to our faith and  to God.  

But Advent involves more than penitence, and by 

using blue, we err on the side of emphasizing the 

church’s hope-filled and faithful watch for Christ. 

The blue of Advent is meant to inspire in us the 

hope of faith and to encourage us to keep watch for 

the promised light of Christ.  

Now that you are aware of the color of the season, 

let’s look at the Advent wreath, which is 

prominently placed in the front of the church, and 

what it symbolizes. The Advent wreath is one of the 

most important symbols of the season. The circle of 

the wreath reminds us of God himself, His eternity 

and endless mercy, which has no beginning and no 

end. The green of the wreath speaks of newness, of 

renewal, of eternal life.  

The candles of the wreath symbolize the light of 

God coming into the world through the birth of His 

Son. The four outer candles, three blue and one 

pink, represent the period of waiting during the four 

Sundays of Advent. The first candle lit is the candle 

of expectation and hope, the second represents 

peace, the third, which is pink, represents love and 

the fourth represents joy. The center candle is the 

Christ Candle, which represents the birth of Christ 

and is lit on Christmas Eve. The center location of 

the Christ Candle on the Advent wreath reminds us 

that the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving 

light to the world. I pray that the Advent season will 

be enjoyed by each of you; quietly reflecting on the 

expectation, hope, joy and love that it brings while 

appreciating the beautiful transformation that has 

taken place in our worship space by our devoted 

Altar Guild members.  



 

 

 

Welcome to the Crier Vestry Corner.  We’re planning to make regularly sched-

uled appearances here – you may hear from the Wardens or one of the Vestry-

persons as we reflect on what’s been going and on what we see on the horizon, 

here at Christ Church and, in our church and home community.  We’ll also use 

this as a forum to help you get to know all of us a little better in hopes that will 

help to make you more comfortable talking to us and sharing your thoughts as 

soon they enter your brain.   

Vicki has given me the honor of starting us off. As is typical for so many of us, 

the end of the year is crazy busy with the holidays, shopping, decorating, cook-

ing, baking, and planning for more time with friends and family.  It’s also a time for reflection – what 

has the past year been like, what are the highs and the lows. What did we accomplish and are we mov-

ing forward?  To a large extent, that’s the stuff that makes up the Annual Report Wardens’ Report so, 

lest I steal that thunder, I thought I’d reflect on a singular event in what has been a very busy 2022. 

Our Ministry Fair was September 25th – it was a remarkable event in that we have not been able to 

come together for that celebration for a few years.  As Father Michael reminded us at the outset,  

“Some,” St. Paul wrote, “are called to be apostles, others prophets, and still others have gifts as 

teachers or healers. Some are called to assist while others have gifts for leadership.” He com-

pared the church to a body in which the various member’s feet and hands, ears, and eyes, work 

together for the good of the whole. He reminded all the faithful that everyone has a calling and 

a ministry.  

One of the unique characteristics of the Christian faith is the belief that every member is called 

to ministry. At baptism, all Christians become members of the body of Christ and therefore are 

given a share in Christ’s ministry.  

He further elaborated that “Our job, as clergy, wardens and vestry members is to help each of you re-

alize what God is calling you to do in the church.”  While I wondered how well we did that, it oc-

curred to me that that effort is not a one and done. 

So, as we find ourselves in Stewardship, we’re asking you to look inward and see if you can give 

Christ Church a bit of your time and talent.  You can give us just an hour a month or maybe once a 

year or maybe you can make a regular commitment of time to support ongoing activities.  I get that 

our lives run in cycles and that there is never enough time, and this might not be the right time for you.  

But I also know from the regular volunteers that I see carrying on the life of this Church, the work is 

rewarding.  For me and many of us, there is the satisfaction of contributing to the work effort and get-

ting things done, to bringing comfort, to building faith and love for Christ Church.  And, the bonus is 

that the work done with others is mostly fun and helps to build lasting friendships. 

Rest assured - Jobs here are plentiful and there is enough variety that you can find that niche that fits 
your schedule and your interests.  Watch the bulletin for specific opportunities or talk to me or Paul or 
anyone on Vestry or anyone that is bustling about for that matter – tell us what you love to do.  I’ll bet 
we can find you a place to help. 

The Vestry Corner 
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This fall, Christ Church is mounting an exhibition of 

ten paintings by New York artist Carolyn Oberst 

(www.carolynoberst.com) that addresses the subject 

of climate change.  

“The Crosses We Bear” is a series of unique cross-

shaped paintings, ranging in height from 15 to 93 

inches, that depict landscapes, flora and fauna endan-

gered due to climate change.  

Oberst was inspired to create these paintings in the 

1990s to “raise awareness of the devastating effects 

that climate change was having on the planet.” She 

adds, “tragically, the situation has only grown worse 

since then.” Regarding her decision to paint on cross-

shaped canvases, Oberst points out that “the cross has 

historically been seen as both a symbol of shame and 

a symbol of hope.”  

Her use of this shape reveals the shame of wanton 

human disregard for nature, but also   points to the 

hope that humanity will redeem itself by choosing to 

act as a conscientious steward of the environment. 

These works are available for public viewing in 

Christ Church’s historic Chapel through December on 

Wednesdays from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm Saturdays 

from Noon to 2 pm, or by appointment. The works 

can also be viewed after regular worship services (see 

schedule on church website).  

The Arts at Christ Church! “The Crosses We Bear” 

Page 4  The Church Crier  Fal l  2022  



 

 

“The Crosses We Bear” Opening Night Reception with the Bishop 

Requiem Mass For Feast of  All Souls 

On the Feast of All Souls on November 2, Christ Church of-
fered a an unforgettable service in memory of those who have 
died. With the Brookdale Concordia Chorale singing under the 
direction of Cynthia Balme and accompanied on piano by 
John Balme, a full requiem mass composed by Sant-Saëns was 
offered to the enthusiastic acclaim of all in attendance.   
This performance of Sant-Saëns’ Requiem was presented as 
originally intended within the context of a religious service, a 
Mass. As has become our custom at religious events at Christ 
Church where people from a variety of faith traditions are pre-
sent, all were welcomed to experience this rich spiritual and 
musical event . This included inviting all to share Holy Com-
munion with the Christ Church family, since we believe that 
all people are God’s children, regardless of faith background.   
Our liturgy was even amended to make it as inclusive and in-
terfaith-friendly as possible. This was much appreciated, and 
many who would otherwise  not have received Holy Com-
munion at an Episcopal Church came forward to share the 
Sacrament because they felt welcomed and included.   
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Summer 2022 ended with an Ice Cream Social to celebrate a 

successful “Fill the Gap “Campaign. September saw the last 

First Friday of the year. October was chock-full of events includ-

ing the Art Show, the Blessing of the Animals, Line Dancing, 

Tessa’s baptism, the annual Crop Walk and of course everyone’s 

favorite  - the Blessing of the Halloween costumes! 



 

 

Questions:  

 Q:     How long have you been attending  Christ Church?  

 Ann:  We came in July 1961. I didn’t want my children to have to change schools again in the mid
  dle of the year.  

 

Q:    What first brought you to worship at Christ Church?  

 Ann:  We always went to the Episcopal Church and this was the nearest one.  And there was a  
  group of people that lived in Oak Hill, which is where we bought a house, that came here. And 
  we found fellowship here.  

 

Q:    What is the biggest change that you have seen at the 
 church over the years?  

 Ann:  The growth of Middletown and the growth of the  
  church. Because when I came, we only had the old  
  Historic Church [now Christ Church Chapel]. We  
  didn’t have the new church. We had  to build that  
  and build a big Sunday school and all the things that 
  went with it. We evolved into a church that’s very  
  active in Outreach, which is one of my pets. 

 

Q:    How has your faith and the CC family supported 
 you over the years? 

 Ann:  They have been wonderful – in times of trouble,  
  they were there as God’s hands and voice to me.  
  And in times of great joy  [also] – we had many cel- 
  ebrations here, weddings and confirmations, they’ve 
  always shared in my life.  

  

Q:  What challenges do you see ahead for our church  and churches as a whole? 
Ann:   I think the challenge is to keep connected. I think it’s hard to, in this day and age, when people
 have so many activities, even on Sundays. And we need to  inculcate our young people with 
 the feeling that they belong here too and that they are part of our family.  

  

Watch the entire interview with Ann by clicking on the below link or typing the link in your  browser.          

https://vimeo.com/769955635 

Wisdom from the Pews  
(or in this case the Choir Stalls!) 

 

   —  A conversation with Ann Burke 
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WHAT’S 

HAPPENING AT 

CHRIST CHURCH 

 

NOVEMBER 

Calico Gift Auction 

Nov. 12 

Thanksgiving Ingathering 

Nov. 13 

Homecoming 

Nov. 20 

DECEMBER 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Dec. 4 

Christmas Ingathering 

Dec. 11 

3 Christmas Eve Services 

Christmas Day Service 

December 24&25 

More to Come!  

Check the calendar  

on our website for regular 

updates on new events 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway 

Middletown, New Jersey 07748 

Office: (732) 671-2524 

Email : office@christchurchmiddletown.org 
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INREACH: A new ministry is taking shape at Christ Church, the focus is 

on caring for each other and our success depends on all of you. Some of 

you will remember when there were greeters at Christ Church, welcom-

ing members and visitors to service … we’re bringing back the greeters! 

Armed with enthusiasm and a sense of hospitality, they will provide wel-

come packets, have a chat with new members or long lost friends, invite 

them to coffee hour and introduce them around.  

We’ll also be introducing Prayer & Care Request Cards for members to 

let us know when they, or someone they know, are in need of pastoral 

care, practical help, or a listening ear. If this is a ministry that speaks to 

you, please come join the IN - Reach committee!  

If you have questions or are ready to step up and volunteer to be a greeter 

(something the entire family can do together) or if you can help in some 

other way (e.g. making phone calls, sending notes, providing a ride), 

contact Trish Thurman by email trishthurman@yahoo.com, text or phone 

at (732) 299-5484. 

‘The Crosses We Bear”  

Art Exhibit in the Chapel 

now extended through           

December! 

Make sure to stop by the 

church parking lot to see the 

first fruits (or in this case 

large, leafy greens) of 

Christ Church’s Communi-

ty Garden. Even the Chil-

dren's’ Garden on the side 

of the church is full of dill, 

spinach and lettuce all 

ready for the harvest!  

God’s Abundant Garden 


