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T h e  C h u r ch  C r i e r  

The Newsletter of Christ Episcopal Church, Middletown NJ 

Welcome 
An Advent Confession 
 The Rev. Michael Way 

I  have been at Christ Church for nearly nine months now - long enough, I think, 

to feel comfortable making this tiny confession to the parish: I am not the tidiest 

person in the world!  Whew! There, I’ve said it.  Of course, this shocking admission 

will come as no surprise to the Altar Guild or, frankly, to any of you who might 

have peeked into my office and observed how I keep my desk—that cluttered 

nightmare which is always in a state of disorder, covered by a chaotic collection of 

papers, books and half-written notes.   

Unfortunately, this tendency toward clutter can sometimes characterize my home 

life as well - to which the succession of house cleaners that I have hired over the 

years will gladly attest.  So, a tendency to be little messy is nothing new. It seems, 

much to my parents’ chagrin, that I have always been this way. In fact, most of the 

major childhood battles between my “neat freak” parents and me, in one way or 

another, involved the messy state of my bedroom.  The pattern of these arguments 

was always the same: they would insist that I clean my bedroom; I would balk; we 

would argue; I would then be sent to my room and warned not to come back out 

until I had straightened things up; and, following a certain amount of foot stomping 

and door slamming, I would give in.  End of story.  

However, things were radically different, when we were expecting a visit from my 

Aunt Dorothy.  In fact, as soon as I heard that she was coming to Ohio from her 

home in New York, I would suddenly morph into the model child, run upstairs to 

my bedroom and conduct a thorough cleaning.  I didn’t have to be told, reminded, 

cajoled or threatened by my parents to clean up my room.  Indeed, I would throw 

myself into this activity with gusto!  While my poor parents scratched their heads 

and wondered who this child was that had taken over their son’s body, I would be 

busy gleefully organizing my desk, carefully folding my clothes, making my bed with 

military precision - with corners so tight that a quarter could bounce off the spread - 

and gathering up and properly storing the various games, sports gear, and model 

cars strewn about the room. I may not have actually whistled while I worked; but I 

came close.  I loved my aunt and wanted things to be in order for her when she 

arrived.  When she came, my room would be transformed, suddenly uncluttered, 

tidy, and clean; and I would be ready to experience her visit to the fullest 

without the anxiety of “things left undone” hanging over my head.   

 

(Continued on page 5)  

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/


 

 

Page 2  The Church Cr ier  Advent 2019  

 

Life in the Middle Lane: 
by The Rev. Michael Way 

So, now that Thanksgiving is behind us, do you feel 

faint at the thought that this was just the first hurdle 

that has to be cleared 

between now and 

Christmas? What does 

your “must do” list look 

like? What must you do 

in order to accomplish 

everything that needs to 

get done in the next 

four weeks? Most of us 

probably have a similar 

list and very likely share 

your anxiety as we sit staring at it, our mouths agape.  

Think about it.  There’s all of the shopping, 

wrapping, shipping, and delivering of presents that 

awaits us; and the Christmas cards to send out; 

there’s the tree to be bought, trimmed and watered 

every day (or perhaps you just go through the 

motions with an empty watering can for artificial 

trees?!).  And how about the outside decorating; and 

the baking, cooking and hosting we might do; or the 

school holiday concerts the large family gatherings to 

attend? And while we’re on the subject, what about 

the host of church activities that lie ahead. Are you 

planning on attending the Advent Spaghetti supper? 

Yikes! How will we fit all of this activity into four 

weeks and stay sane?! 

It is overwhelming to consider, because there just 

doesn’t seem to be enough time to accomplish 

everything required. But every year we do our best; 

even though, let’s face it, sometimes it leaves us 

feeling a bit empty and soulless. In fact, sometimes, it 

just doesn’t seem to be worth all of the fuss. Our 

lives are already so busy and then the Christmas 

season arrives and we go into overdrive.  It’s too 

much! 

Still, we are called to take a pause amid all of this 

activity; because while human time gets filled up 

quickly, God’s time does not.  This is what Advent 

calls us to embrace: God’s time; time that is 

contained within the circle of the Advent wreath; 

time marked in four candles.  

So, it’s the beginning of Advent: that span of God’s 

time in the church when we consider beginnings. 

Over the next four Sundays we will hear the prophet 

Isaiah and by the writers of the New Testament, Paul, 

Matthew and John, who will tell us of the light that is 

coming into the world, and what we should do to 

prepare ourselves for that light. The candles of our 

Advent wreath will shine brightly as we mark our 

progress toward this new beginning. 

This season before Christmas infuses our lives with 

the story of how the light came into the world in the 

Incarnation. But Advent is not a time when we 

simply go through the motions of remembering a 

story whose ending we already know. It’s worth 

remembering that we begin our Advent journey with 

Jesus’ own prediction of how he will come to us 

again at the end of time. Indeed, Advent is about 

Jesus coming once and promising to come again. It is 

about the light shining in the darkness but not 

obliterating the darkness. It’s a process, a 

progression.  It is about the kingdom having already 

come near to us but not yet having been fulfilled, 

because there is much work left to be done– and not 

just all that we face these next four weeks. Most of 

all, it’s about a light that comes from both within and 

without, for the light of Christ that shines all around 

us at Christmas is already in us and has been with 

humanity since the dawn of creation; and this light 

will shine brighter as we become more conscious of 

its presence in our lives and in the world around us. 

This is what the season of Advent encourages us to 

consider – and that revelation is captured in a reality 

that is beyond human time: God’s time. 

Michael + 
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Christian Formation  
For Families 

Parent’s Night Out 
Friday, December 13th, 6:00—8:30 pm 

Our Parent’s Night Out is back! Get your holiday shopping done 

while your kids have some fun! Drop off your children in the Youth 

Lounge on Friday, December 13th for a holiday themed party. There 

will be a  movie, crafts, snacks, and pizza for your kids to enjoy.  

Suggested donation of $10 per family will help cover the cost of 

pizza, crafts, and snacks. RSVP to Christine Stockhausen by 

December 6th (CStockhausen@Christ ChurchMiddletown.org) or call the 

church office, 732.671.2524. 

Children’s Epiphany (Christmas) Pageant 
Sunday, January 5th, 10 am 

Calling all Angels, Shepherds, and Wise Men!  We would love to have 

your children participate in our Epiphany Pageant at the 10 am 

service on Sunday, January 5th. There will be only one rehearsal, 

tentatively scheduled for Friday January 3rd at 6 pm.  RSVP to 

Christine Stockhausen at CStockhausen@ChristChurchMiddletown.org.   

Kids Sunday Nov 24th, the Feast of  Christ the King  
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Christian Formation  
For Adults 

Weekly Christian Formation 
Opportunities for Adults 

Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 
am in the church Library. Be still and 
know God in the Centering Prayer form.  
All are welcome. 

The Women’s Study Group meets every 
Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All 
women are welcome to join this friendly 
group. 

The Knights of Panera (Men’s Group) 
meets at 7:30 am every Saturday at Panera 
Bread in Middletown. All men are 
welcome! 

Prayer Chain: To join the Prayer Chain or 
request confidential prayers, please email 
Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org or call the 
church office at 732.671.2524. Women’s Study Group, Tuesdays at 10:30 am 

Troop 246 - Poinsettia Fundraiser for The Bahamas 
Prepaid orders are due by December 3rd 

S everal boys in our church are selling poinsettias for The Bahamas through their Boy Scout Troop. Helping 

those in The Bahamas is personal to those in Troop 246, as several boys in the troop attended the Boy Scouts 

High Adventure Sea Base Camp in The Bahamas this past summer (including Jason Faanes from Christ Church) . 

The troop is partnering with HEART 9/11 to directly purchase supplies (safety equipment, hand tools and small 

power tools) needed by the volunteers and community still on-site at the barrier island of Green Turtle Cay. 

HEART 9/11 (Healing Emergency Aid Response Team 9/11) is a team of first responders - FDNY, NYPD, 

PAPD and the NYC Building Trades - that bonded in the aftermath of September 11, 2001 to utilize their 

experience and training in service to other communities affected by disaster.  

The Poinsettias come in 3 colors (Red, White, Pink) and 3 sizes (6 inch, 8 inch, 10 inch). They cost $6, $15, $20, 

respectively. Orders and money are due by Dec 3rd, and Poinsettias will be in by Dec 8th.  

If you are interested please look for any of the boys (Jason Faanes, Stefan Gerin or Alexander Gerin) at coffee 

hour on December 1st or contact Paul Chaballa or Robyn Gerin through the church office, 732.671.2524. Thank 

you for your support! 

Our updated Outreach bulletin board in the Undercroft features examples of how our Christ Church family 

continues the commitment to help those in need through other projects outside of our church. Please send 

information about your Outreach projects to the church office, Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org.  

mailto:christine@christchurchmiddletown.org
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Advent is a time for us in the Church when we also 

joyfully clean house in preparation for the visit of a 

much beloved guest.  It is the time when we reflect 

upon the arrival of the Messiah…the Anointed One 

so long awaited by the Hebrew people: our Lord, 

Jesus Christ – Emmanuel, “God with us”, come to 

bring salvation to the world.  This is also the time 

when we prepare ourselves for the second coming of 

Christ, the one that will usher in the Kingdom of 

God, the one that will be marked by our full 

reconciliation with God as we become united in 

complete love with each other and with our Creator.  

Jesus Christ is the guest we all are awaiting. We clean 

our houses so that when he comes, the guest is 

assured that he has been expected. We are prepared 

for his arrival. As Christians we understand that this 

is our opportunity to make ourselves and our world 

ready for the Kingdom of God. But what does this 

readiness mean for us? It means that we listen to 

Christ’s teaching and learn what God’s will is for us: 

to love God and to love one another. This makes us 

clean. So, as we await this coming, we strive to 

remove all of the ugliness, all of the un-love that 

clutters our lives, in order that our houses - our hearts 

and minds - can become truly clean, truly worthy of 

our guest. This is what Advent is for us: a reminder 

that God is calling us to put our houses in order in 

anticipation of God’s eternal Kingdom.    

My parents used to say that “cleaning is liberating, 

whereas the accumulation of clutter is oppressive.” 

Well, one doesn’t have to be a neat freak to see the 

sense in that statement.  Keeping a clean house frees 

one up to contemplate the more important things in 

life.   

So, now that Advent is here, I feel inspired and 

suddenly find the energy to remove the clutter from 

my desk, return books to their shelves, put pens, 

pencils, paper clips, etc. inside drawers and wipe the 

dust off of my computer screen. I want to find the 

freedom that comes with a clean life, and keep a 

house that is prepared to welcome guests whenever 

they might appear, especially the most esteemed guest 

of all. You know who I mean! Happy house cleaning!  

Michael + 

Welcome  (Continued from page 1) 

Save the Date! 

Advent Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, December 8th, 5:00 pm 

Everyone is invited!  Bring your family, neighbors, 

and friends to this favorite parish event.  Enjoy the 

great homemade food, and sing happy songs with 

our church family as we prepare our hearts for 

Christmas! 

A suggested donation of $7 each ($25 maximum 

per family) will help offset the cost of the dinner.  
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Mondays in Advent: Introduction to Advent 
Join us for the following sessions: December 2, 9, and 16. 

A dvent is a season of great anticipation, both inside and outside of the Church. While the world around us 

shops, cooks, and prepares for December 25, Christians have their own way of anticipating the birth of 

Jesus. 

In this class, Episcopal priest and author Tim Schenck will open up our imaginations to the magic of this holy 

time of year. Advent is a beautiful season in the church year, and yet it can get lost in the frenzy of premature 

Christmas-celebration, or even in the busyness of preparing for the holidays. But "preparing for Christmas" has a 

whole different meaning in the Christian Church: it is a prayerful, quiet, even penitent time in which we prepare 

our hearts for the coming of Christ into the world, for the gift of the Word made flesh. 

Advent is about waiting, about watching, about expecting. It cannot be rushed, nor can it be used to hurry 

Christmas. We, like Mary, must watch and prepare as we await the birth of the Savior of the world. The lessons 

and hymns of Advent remind us of this, as they focus on the larger story of Jesus: his conception and birth, but 

also his redemption of the world and his long-awaited Second Coming. We practice living patiently in between 

these times. John the Baptist, Mary, and Joseph all model important spiritual lessons if we only take the time to 

learn and listen. 

This 3-part course provides an interesting and light-hearted introduction to the history and purpose of Advent, as 

well as offering new material for reflection and practice to those who have observed Advent all their lives. 

Each session will begin at 6:30 pm with a simple supper, followed at 7:00 by a 1-hour program. The evening will 

conclude at 8:00.  

Helpful hints for maintaining a Holy Advent 

Inspired by The Episcopal Handbook by the Rev. W. Terry Miller 

T he Advent Season, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, is for most of us 

perhaps the busiest, most hectic time of the year. In our breathless rush to 

make the most of the more secular oriented holiday season, it is easy to forget that 

we are in the midst of a Sacred time which is less concerned with “holiday cheer”  

and more focused on the light that comes into the world by the birth of  the “holy 

child.”  

Advent is our opportunity –a gift  from God in itself –to re-orient  ourselves to 

receive the gift of Jesus.  

Here, in descending order, are the Top 10 things not to do during Advent.  

 

10. Do not forget your rituals: Be careful not to treat Advent as just another busy time of the year. When we 

enter the Advent season, life is supposed to be different. Rituals in your personal and/or family lives, can help 

you slow down and prayerfully ponder the gift of the Incarnation, the Son of God made flesh. Take time daily to 

relax, meditate or pray…find some quiet time for yourself amid the holiday frenzy.  

9. Do not add to that frenzy: If you are a parent, try not to add to the craziness of this season by being frantic 

yourself about last minute shopping, entertaining or decorating. Take it easy, don’t get caught up in the chaos of 

the holiday season. 
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8. Do not forget the power of Scripture: Ponder the Bible passages 

that point to the Advent themes of preparation, promise, hope, 

expectancy and God’s enduring faithfulness. Are we preparing 

ourselves for the Kingdom of God ushered in by the Incarnation? 

Advent is an excellent time of the year to familiarize yourselves again 

with the Bible’s stories that lead up to the birth of Jesus.  

7. Do not try to be perfect for the Holidays: Believe it or not, it’s 

not the end of the world if the Christmas tree has a bare sport on one 

side, if a bulb in one of the window candles is burnt out, or if you 

cannot find just the perfect gift for that special person on your 

shopping list. The holiday season can be stressful enough without 

allowing the drive for perfection to overwhelm you.  

6. Do not overdo your schedule: Learn to say “no” to some of the 

demands or events that may beg for your presence, however 

enjoyable or good they may be. Know your limits. As the saying goes, 

“Too much of a good thing is still too much.” For parents try to follow this advice as you plan the schedules of 

your children.  They need to learn the value of quality quiet time too! 

5. Do not overdo gifts: I recently heard of a study that indicates children on average receive 60% more for 

Christmas than they expect. Very good news for parents right? But it also indicates that while parents need to be 

very clear with their children about expectations, ever more important is that they themselves need to be 

consistent with these expectations in their own gift giving. Remember, the focus is Jesus, God’s supreme gift to 

us, not our gifts to others.  

4. Do not go into unnecessary additional debt: Perhaps this is easier said than done. However, it is important 

to remember that the gift-giving of Christmas is supposed to spring from and be a sign of our gratitude to God 

for his gift-giving of Jesus. Rather than large grandiose, expensive gifts, consider giving smaller, more thoughtful 

items.  

3. Do not expect the culture to follow your lead: A truly Christian approach to the month of December will 

inevitably be counter-cultural. If you embrace much of this list, have faith in what you are doing. Christmas is not 

about Martha Stewart-quality centerpieces, a gourmet Christmas feast, or purchasing the “hot toy of the year.” 

Our spiritual health depends on our resisting the cultural message that we need to get out and “shop till we drop.” 

Jesus came into the world to die for a different reason.  

2. Do not forget the less fortunate: Remember that the real Christmas story is not set in a warm and cozy 

house, tastefully decorated and filled with more gifts than can fit under the tree - however wonderful that all may 

be. The real Christmas story is set amidst those who know enduring poverty and danger. What more loving 

witness could you offer than to seek out some holiday opportunity to identify with the poor and downtrodden 

just as God does in choosing to be born into the human family in circumstances that were without privilege and 

power?  

1. Do not wait until Christmas Eve to come to Church: Avoid the holiday rush and join us for worship in the 

weeks leading up to Christmas. Worship in the church is absolutely beautiful this time of year, with beautiful and 

powerful Advent hymns.  

Join us on Sunday for Advent worship and allow it to bring you back to a sense of expectancy and alertness for 

the coming of God into our world, into your very life.   
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Outreach Coffee Sale: Nov 30-Dec 8 

The Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale will be held 

November 30 through December 8.  Stock up for the 

holidays and the long winter ahead.  This is also the 

perfect opportunity to complete your Christmas gift list.  

We will have the famous Christmas Blend as well as 

over 20 other choices of coffee: custom blends, single 

origin, organically grown, espresso, and decaf. Coffee is 

all fresh-roasted and ground to order (whole bean is 

available) by our favorite local company, Jersey Shore 

Coffee Roasters.  All profits from the coffee sales 

support Christ Church Outreach ministries. 

Monmouth County Outreach Program 

Monmouth County is hosting an outreach program 

again to support our neighbors affected by 

homelessness, including our county’s homeless veterans, 

with winter items and toiletries. To support this we are 

collecting men's, women's and children's coats, gloves/

mittens, scarves, and socks. As well as toiletry items 

such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

deodorant, and razors. All clothing items can be new or 

slightly used. All toiletries should be new and unopened. 

If possible, please hold your donations at home until 

January. If not, we are accepting donations in the office. 

Please contact Robyn Gerin at through the church 

office with any questions. 

Seamen’s Church Toiletries 

The Seamen's Church Institute distributes gifts to the 

mariners who are miles away from home during the 

Christmas season. Each gift includes useful items such 

as hand lotion, soap, shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, 

lip balm - things difficult to come by when working 

long stretches on the water.  

Please place your unopened and unused sample sized 

toiletries in a plastic bag marked SCI and leave in one of 

the red wagons. 

Outreach 
Christmas Ingathering: Dec. 7-8 

T his year we are partnering with St. Mark’s 

to bring some Christmas joy to children of 

families in need. We will be collecting new 

games and toys for children of all ages. Please 

bring your unwrapped gifts to church on Satur-

day or Sunday, December 7-8. All donations 

are very much appreciated and will be delivered 

to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Keansburg.  

Christmas Ingathering Wish List: 
● Action Figures 

● Board Games 

● Dolls, Cars, and Trucks 

● Arts & Crafts Sets 

● Building Sets 

● Movie Tickets or Gift Cards 

● Hats, Scarves, Mittens, Gloves 

● Sweatshirts, Socks. 

C ommunity Outreach Group, of which Christ 

Church is a founding member, will once 

again have their Christmas Gift Certificate Pro-

gram.  This program allows parents the dignity to 

purchase some items for their families at Christ-

mas.  They request certificates for food, Target, 

Kohl’s, Old Navy or cash donations.  Checks 

should be made out to Community Outreach 

Group with Christ Church on the memo line.  

Donations can be dropped off at the church of-

fice, put in the collection plate (in an envelope 

marked COG) or it may be taken directly to the 

Calico Cat (be sure to tell them you are from 

Christ Church).  The deadline is December 15th. 

Thank you! 
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Congratulations and Thank You, Judy & John 

E ach year the Diocese of New Jersey asks churches to nominate older adults who have enriched the life of 

their respective parishes through witness, faithfulness and service. Although Fr. Michael is still learning the 

names of our Christ Church parishioners, two individuals immediately came to mind as he considered whom to 

nominate for this honor: Judy Forys and John Marione. Both were enthusiastically accepted by the diocese as 

worthy of special recognition for their work at Christ Church.  Judy and John are involved in Christian 

formation, have served in various leadership capacities in the parish, and are directly involved in our fellowship 

and worship life. Also, they were both involved in the search/welcoming process for the new priest-in-charge. 

Their commitment of time, talent and treasure to Christ Church is an inspiration to all of our parishioners. They 

were honored with a certificate signed by the Bishop and invited to a special evensong service honoring Older 

Adults at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton.  

Congratulations to  

The Very Rev. Michael Way! 

O n October 30th, with Bishop Stokes in 

attendance, Father Michael Way was 

elected Dean of the Convocation in 

Monmouth and Ocean Counties in the 

Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey. The photo 

captures The Very Reverend Maria Sanzo 

welcoming her successor. 
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Church Life in Photos 
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Family Promise News 

December Hosting 

O ur next Family Promise host week — December 22-28 — is fast approaching.  Because Ocean Place 

Resort in Long Branch is graciously donating a three nights’ stay for each of our families, we will only have 

guests here at Christ Church on Sunday, December 22nd, and then from Thursday, December 26th to Sunday 

morning, December 29th. If you would like additional information or would like assistance signing up, please 

contact the coordinators through the Church office. 

● Meals - Pauline Dawson   

● Evening Hosting - Melinda Rudnicki  

● Overnight Hosting - Wendy Carofano  

● Pantry Support - Mary-Ann Matusewski  

● Set-up or Clean-up - Barbara Garrity   

Thank you for your faithful support of our homeless neighbors throughout the year, and our thanks in advance 

for taking some time away from your Christmas festivities to make our guests feel welcomed and cared for. 

Barbara Garrity and Pauline Dawson 

Christ Church FP Coordinators Needed! 

W ith your help, we have been a Family Promise Host Congregation since 2001.  One of the secrets to our 

success and longevity has been the steady turnover in our volunteers, including our leadership.  Wendy 

Carofano, our Overnight Host Coordinator will be relocating to Delaware, and I have been Parish Co-

Coordinator for 5+ years which means we are overdue for change.  We seek our replacements.  We hope you will 

be one of them! 

The Overnight Host job entails lining up overnight hosts for the seven nights our FP guests are on site and 

providing them with appropriate information about the families they will be hosting.  We have a roster of faithful 

volunteers and have continued to recruit more as people move away or “retire.”  

A Parish Co-Coordinator does not work alone, but rather with a partner.  I’ve had the pleasure of sharing this 

job, first with Ronnie Warren, and currently with Pauline Dawson.  We share the work of setting up and cleaning 

up each rotation, supporting the hosts and host coordinators, orienting our guest families, and working with the 

FPMC staff to make sure the week goes smoothly.  The division of labor is flexible, and we have each other’s 

backs.  We are also blessed with coordinators who line up evening hosts (Melinda Rudnicki) and overnight hosts 

(currently Wendy), as well as Pantry Supplies (Mary-Ann Matusewski).  With many hands to share the work, the 

job is manageable.  We also make sure it includes some fun, such as having lunch together after setting up! 

Typically, we have hosted four times per year.  Occasionally, as in 2019, we have hosted five times.  However, 

FPMC is in the process of recruiting additional host congregations with the goal of having each site host only 

twice a year. 

Please help Christ Church continue to respond to the needs of our Monmouth County  homeless families with 

children, as they work to regain their own homes once more.  Wendy, Pauline, and I would be happy to talk you 

through what we do and answer your questions.  This is a wonderful ministry for seeing God’s grace at work in 

yourself and in others. 

Barbara Garrity 
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Music Rehearsal Schedule 

● Bell Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:00 pm 
● Adult Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:30 pm 
● Recorder Consort—Thursdays 8:30 pm 

News from the Choir Loft 

O n November 2nd our choir joined forces with our 

guest choir, the Brookdale Concordia Chorale for a 

special service commemorating our families and friends 

who have passed. Threaded through the service the choirs 

sang sections of a great musical setting of the requiem 

composed by Luigi Cherubini. This work was first 

performed in 1817 and even the great Beethoven hoped it 

would be sung at his funeral. 

On December 22 there will be a Lessons and Carols service 

as the first part of the 10am service. Rather than listening to 

choir anthems, the congregation will join in singing favorite 

carols, making this very popular tradition a truly church 

family event. 

On Christmas Eve, the 10:00 pm service will be preceded 

by an informal concert of bell music, organ selections and 

recorder arrangements of all our favorite carols! 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

Acolytes Needed 

H ave you ever considered becoming 

an acolyte? It is a wonderful and 

rewarding way for young (age 11 +) and 

old to participate in the worship service 

and interact with our clergy. One of our 

objectives is to have more adults join the 

team as Sandra Casci did recently.  Only 

minor training is required. Please see Linda 

Barth or Peter Schabert if you have any 

interest or questions. We would love to 

have you serve with us.  

Advent and Christmas Services 

Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 22, 10:00 am 

Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 pm & 10:00 pm  

with Special Music at 9:30 pm 

Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, December 25, 10:00 am 

Epiphany (Christmas) Pageant 

Sunday, January 5, 2020, 10:00 am 

All Christmas services will be held in the Main Church 

Stewardship Update 

This year 2020, as of 11/25/19 

Total Number of Pledges 70 

Total Amount Pledged $216,861 

Average Pledged $3,054 

Median $2,220 

Last year 2019, Final 

Total Number of Pledges 102 

Total Amount Pledged $268,414 

Average Pledged $2,622 

Median $1,750 

How are we doing so far? 
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CROP Walk 

T hank you for your generous and continued 

support of the Red Bank CROP Walk!  In a 

steady rain on Sunday October 20th, our faithful 

walkers from Christ Church navigated the puddles 

through downtown Red Bank to help bring 

awareness to hunger and hunger-related issues here in 

Monmouth County and around the world. Our 

generous parish, family and friends raised $1,432 

(with donations still coming in)! Walkers included: 

Johanna and Ryan Jackstadt, Lucy and Theresa 

Tuttle, Dan, Trish, Jack, Owen and Maeve 

Thurman, and Cindy McCormack. Great job 

walkers! (Checks made out to CWS-CROP, online 

and cash donations are still being accepted). Please 

visit www.crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/ccmiddletown to 

donate online. 

 

 

 

Great news: We are very excited to report that we 

made over $14,500  in profits from the auction.  

Over one hundred members of our church family, 

their families, and their friends worked in some fashion 

on the first-ever Calico Auction. The effort was sus-

tained from its inception last January until its execution 

on October 20th. Enthusiasm and offers of every kind 

streamed in and gained momentum so that, by the 

summer’s end, dozens of members were in a palpable 

frenzy of excitement and anticipation.   And the help 

came in the form of ideas, suggestions, hands-on work 

and material assistance. 

From our priest, Father Michael, who gave us wide 

berth, creative ideas, and unsparing support; to our 

parish administrators, who endured requests for help 

and ideas and changes and composing and printing;  

from unstoppable shoppers to talented basket design-

ers; from donors of cash to donors of goods; from so-

licitors of commercial gifts and services to marketers 

of tickets; from those who unearthed spirits from their 

private cellars to those who distributed those spirits at 

the bar on Auction Day;  from drivers and loaders to 

unloaders and trekkers carrying precious Auction car-

go; from the cookie team that baked to the cookie 

minister who inspired and plated; from those who set 

up at MAC to those who broke down; from those who 

advertised online to those who hung posters; from the 

man who tickled the ivories to our diva who sang out 

the raffle numbers; from those who arranged the two 

hundred seventy-five baskets and gifts on the tables to 

those who later carried them out to the winners; to 

those who donated the items for the 200 swag bags to 

those who filled them—there are no words of thanks 

that will suffice.  The afternoon went beautifully, evi-

denced by the smiling faces we gleaned from those on 

the way out the door. 

Our hope is that we have forgotten no one. We are 

humbled and stunned by the incredible generosity of 

“time, talent, and possessions” donated to this event 

for the love of our church.   

Know that it has been our privilege and blessing to 

have worked with all of you. 

Maria Kerfoot, Chair,  

Cathy O’Flynn, Carol Murray- Negron, Ronnie Warren 

GIFT  AUCTION  

T hank you to everyone who contributed to our 

Thanksgiving ingathering - those who donated 

food items or money, those who helped set up our 

production space, those who participated in the boxing 

of the dinners, those who helped with cleanup, those 

who heard our call for additional turkeys.  Special 

thanks to Marty Truscott for coordinating the 

ingathering and to Cindy, Bill and Roger McCormack 

for storing the turkeys and delivering everything to St 

Marks. We provided 43 complete dinners with turkeys, 

and 8 additional boxes dinners (without turkeys) to be 

given to families in need of help through St Mark’s 

Center for Community Renewal 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/ccmiddletown
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New Member Sunday January 12, 2020 

W elcome New Members!  We are so blessed by the healthy number of people who have joined our 

church family in the past couple of years. Unfortunately, given the sometimes-chaotic nature of a parish 

in transition from one priest to the next, we have neglected to formally welcome these folks into the fold as new 

members. We want to change that!  So, at our service on the First Sunday after the Epiphany, when we 

commemorate the Baptism of the Lord, we will also welcome new members who have chosen to be a part of our 

community of faith in the past 2-3 years.  This is a very flexible number - if you feel that you belong in this 

category, then you do!  Also, if you are unsure of your membership status, simply call the office.  This will also be 

an opportunity for your contact information to be updated/corrected.  It appears that several regular attendees at 

weekly worship services are not connected to the church via email.  Let's change that too! 

This brief ritual will formally acknowledge that these people have chosen to enter into relationship with the whole 

Christ Church community.  This will give us all a chance to express our joy at the presence of these new (and 

some not so new) faces among us! 

Please join us for this occasion on January 12 at the 10 am service and stay after for a joyful celebration during 

our coffee hour.  How blessed we are to be in community together here at Christ Church to do God’s work here 

in this particular place at this particular time!  Welcome! 

Stewardship reflection on a cold morning… 

A s we move into late November, suddenly the temperature has plummeted, the trees are stripped bare, the 
wind howls and today there’s even a threat of snow!  So, perhaps it’s no surprise that I find my thoughts 

drifting further into deep midwinter toward Christmas (sorry Advent). Indeed, as I write, carols are swirling about 
in my head. My favorite Christmas Carol is “In the Bleak Midwinter” and its last verse always moves me to tears: 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can, I give him: give my heart. 

We are called to give God ourselves…our all in fact; and I don’t think that there are any words that more beauti-
fully express this deep longing we have to offer our gifts to God than the final words of this hymn: “yet what I 
can, I give him; give my heart.” 

In your reflections and prayers regarding stewardship, I ask that you ponder these verses. If you have a recording 
of this Carol, consider playing it through a couple of times or follow this link for a classic rendition of the carol: 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0aL9rKJPr4). Will your hearts break as you hear these lines sung, I wonder? 
Mine does every time! When you consider the simplicity, the humility and the grace with which the gift is given, 
how can any of us not be profoundly touched? And how can we fail to be thankful for all that God has given us? 

At this time of year, we spend so much energy regarding the church’s budget that what our hearts desire can get 
buried by other practical considerations. But God doesn’t want our financial formulas, God wants our hearts - and 
wants us to give from our hearts.  

So, while each of us must decide what we can afford to give the church and what is an appropriate pledge to make 
in proportion to our income; we must also listen to our hearts and play close attention to what they tell us. Our 
hearts will tell us all we need to know. 

“What can you give God,” the carol asks?  Give your heart. 

Blessings and Peace, 

Michael + 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0aL9rKJPr4
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