A LETTER TO CANDIDATES
FROM CINDY MCCORMACK
CHAIR OF OUR SUCCESSION COMMITTEE
“The Best is Yet to Come!” Fr. Bill Thomas, our priest-in-charge, has used this as our
theme during transition. For 316 years the people of Christ Church Middletown have been doing
God’s work here on Kings Highway. This sense that God has great plans for us permeates our
community. We are looking for a leader to walk with us on this journey, to wrap his or her arms
around us in God’s love and together find out what God has in store for us.
As we started our transition, finding the right discernment prayer was critical. How our
prayer came to be is indicative of how we do things at Christ Church (Please read our prayer
and pray with and for us). During our first Listening-in-Lent session, dozens of parish
members offered ideas. These were distilled and found their way into our prayer. Remembering
Bishop’s Stokes’ words, “This is not a personnel issue, it is a God issue!”, the Holy Spirit figures
prominently in our prayer. A healthy respect and admiration for one another, especially when
we may not agree, are also key. We remember our past, but always look forward and listen for
the direction God wants us to go. Our prayer asks for help that our task may be “inspired by
imagination and not memory”. We finally ask for blessings upon our community but also for the
priest, known only to God, that is on his/her way to us. This prayer speaks to the confidence of
this community. A confidence to know this work is led by the Holy Spirit and that God too
believes “The Best is Yet to Come” for Christ Church Middletown. We believe that we are
prayerfully ready to recognize the priest God intends for us. Will you join us in this
discernment?
In May 2015 our Diocese blessed us with the leadership of The Rev. Dr. William Thomas.
For three years, we have worked with Fr. Bill, a Professional Transition Specialist, to grow
membership, restore our finances, and update our facilities. But more than anything, he has
cared for us and we have cared for him. With hard work, humor and love, he has brought us to a
place that we are ready for the “next big thing”. We are ready for you! Since much of the hard
work of transition has been done, with the full blessing of Bishop Stokes, our search process is
being expedited. In lieu of a formal parish profile, please go to the Candidate Resources Page.
We have put our energy into this updated website, and shared the work on our OTM responses
among current and past Vestry as well as Succession Committee members, all to give prospective
candidates a true sense of Christ Church Middletown. Be sure to view the sermon Fr. Bill
preached to you in Christ Church on the Fifth Sunday in Lent.

On Good Friday, five parishioners gave personal voice to the Church’s Five Marks of
Mission and how our parish is currently engaging in this mission. We invite you to view these
presentations at Mission Meditation Videos. Our passion for outreach and our place in God’s
kingdom here on earth set us apart. Christ Church members continue to respond to strong
clerical leadership and use the confidence inspired by that leadership to minister to God’s
people here in Monmouth County. Sr. Warden Barbara Garrity is fond of quoting a former
Bishop of New Jersey, George Councell , “God is not done with us yet.”. This is why we look
forward to meeting you!

Respectfully yours,

Cynthia McCormack
Succession Committee Chair

Succession Committee Members
Cathy O’Flynn (Vestry Liason), John Marione, Carol Murray-Negron, Drew Wilson,
Anna Schuler, Chuck Cavanaugh, Paul Chaballa, Katie Schedel Perrotto

