
COG Back to School Drive 
Ingathering September 24th 

For over twenty years, Calico Cat has given each of their pantry 
families gift cards for shoes and a new outfit for each school-aged 
child. As a supporting member of Community Outreach Group, 
we are asking your support in the form of a monetary donation, 
so that they may purchase the gift cards in bulk, at a discount. 
Checks should be made payable to COG, Inc, with "Back to 
School" on the memo line. Please bring or mail your donation to 
the Christ Church office before September 24. You may also place 
your contribution in an envelope marked "COG Back to School" 
and place it in our collection plate. Thank you! 
 

COG Household Goods Drive 
We are now collecting 18 rolls of toilet paper, 12 boxes of tissues, 
6 tubes of toothpaste, and 1 bathroom cleaner to complete 40 
bags, and feminine personal products for the Calico Pantry. 
Please place your donations in one of the little red wagons, 
located in both churches, and in front of the office. Your 
donations are greatly appreciated.    - Janet & Kate Chaballa 
 

Attention Vacationers 
Bringing home small gifts from your vacation? Don’t forget the 
sample sized toiletries found in your hotel room for Seamen’s 
Church Institute who distributes them to mariners as part of 
their gift packs. Items needed are: unopened and unused soaps, 
toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorants, skin lotions, etc., in travel 
sizes.  Please place your donations in a plastic bag marked “SCI” 
and place in one of the little red wagons.  Thank you! 
 
 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church! 
August 18, 2019—Announcements 

Church School and Youth Group are on Summer recess 
Nursery care is available for children under 3 during the 10 am Liturgy in the 

first floor playroom of the Education Wing. 



 
Calico Auction Update 

Great news, we have made significant 
progress toward reaching our goal of 
over 200 completed baskets for the 
auction. We now have  100 baskets 
ready to go. YAY! Thanks to those of 
you who have already delivered 

baskets to us or have made donations of cash or items that will 
go toward assembling more baskets.  

So, 100 down, 100 or more to go. Let us thank in advance all of 
you folks who plan to make your contributions in the weeks 
to come. When we reach our goal, we can be all but assured of 
a successful fundraiser that will enable Christ Church to 
continue operating as a house of worship that makes a real 
difference to our community!  
Our deadline for receiving new baskets in the church office is 
Saturday, September 21st.  Please remember that when you 
deliver your baskets or other items to be sure to include your 
name and value of the items donated, so that we know whom 
to thank!  Again, feel free to construct your own basket but 
you are welcome to bring us your basket items for wrapping 
and we will be more than happy to help. Tickets are available 
for purchase now, at $30 each. How about buying a whole 
table for your friends and family? This is a great way to 
celebrate community and have a good time for a good cause. 
For more information please contact Maria Kerfoot, 
Committee Chair, at 732-842-2310 or 732-859-2525. 
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 Iced Tea Hour 
Would you like to host Iced Tea Hour?  If so, we are in need of 
a host on Sunday, August 25th. This is a great way to help out 
and volunteer at church.  If you are interested, please contact 
Linda Malanowski, or the sign up sheet is located in the 
summer lounge.  Thank you!!  



Gospel Reflection  
In this week’s gospel lesson, we hear Jesus at his most alarming, 
spouting some of the most inflammatory language he uses 
anywhere in Scripture - literally! “I came to bring fire to the 
earth,” he declares.  He then proceeds to pile on other language 
that is equally difficult for us to process, announcing that he 
didn’t come to the earth to bring peace but to create division. 
This from the Prince of Peace, The King of Love! What are we 
supposed to make of such threatening language? 

This language was unsettling to Jesus’ audience - as it was 
intended to be - because it served to shake things up. It awoke 
people from their complacency or passive acceptance of the 
status quo. Jesus didn’t come to bring peace to this world, no, he 
came to challenge us to change the world; and this call would 
cause division, for it would threaten the status of those who 
profited from a world that had turned its face away from God.   

Jesus’ message made many people uncomfortable, then as now. It 
outraged many and provoked such hatred and hostility to both 
the message and its messenger that some sought to silence both 
it and him.  And today the message and its messenger still have 
that power to inflame the passions of those whose hearts are 
hardened to this Good News; because the Good News isn’t 
always easy to hear, not if one is rooted in the past.   

The Good News promises a New Creation, one in which the old 
world is turned upside down. So, Jesus didn’t come to bring 
peace, because there is no peace when our brothers and sisters 
are suffering, there is no peace when we are so focused on 
ourselves and our own glory that we fail to see Christ looking at 
us through the eyes of those we despise or ignore.   

In this Gospel lesson, Christ is calling us to action, to arise from 
our complacency and risk controversy, discord, even 
unpopularity in order to advance God’s truth.  This is not 
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Important Dates 

Sept. 8th 
· Regular schedule resumes 
· Childcare returns to “Jimmy’s Room”, 2nd floor 
 of the Education Wing 
· Coffee Hour returns to the Undercroft 
· The church office hours are Tuesday thru Friday 
 from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm, or by appointment. 

Sept 22nd 
· First day of Church School 

Sept 22 –28 
· Christ Church hosts Family Promise 

Oct 4th 
· Cardboard Box City 

Oct 6th  
· Blessing of the Animals 

peaceful, it is dynamic - there is work to be done, serious 
work that requires our urgent attention. So, Jesus seems to 
say, stop worrying about the future and start recognizing the 
obvious that is in our present.  He pleads with his disciples 
to stop looking skyward to predict the weather all the time 
ignoring that which is under their very noses. Focus on the 
present, he tells them, on the task that is set before 
them.  This message is for us as well. Peace will come when 
the work is done! 
 
Peace, 
Michael+ 


