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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9, 2021—10:00 am 

 

Organ  Prelude  Adagio in A Minor BWV 564  J.S. Bach . 

Processional Hymn    Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets   Hymn # 412 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria  Hymnal, S-280 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

The Collect of the Day 

O  God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 

and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen 

The First Lesson    Acts 10::44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 
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and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 98  

1 Sing a new song to God, *  

who has done marvelous things.  

2 With your right hand, O God, and your holy arm, *  

you have won for yourself the victory.  

3 You have made known your victory; *  

your righteousness have you openly shown in the sight of the nations.  

4 You remember your mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *  

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  

5 Shout with joy to God, all you lands; *  

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

6 Sing to God with the harp, *  

with the harp and the voice of song.  

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn, *  

shout with joy before our God who reigns in majesty.  

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *  

the lands and those who dwell therein.  

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *  

and let the hills ring out with joy before God, who will come to judge the earth;  

10 God shall judge the world in righteousness *  

and the peoples with equity  

The Second Lesson     1 John  5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that 

conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn    My song is love unknown    Hymn #458 

 

The Holy Gospel    John 15:9-17 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon   The Rev. Michael Way  
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The Nicene Creed    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 

was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for The 

Rev. John M. Lock The Rev. Dcns: Magdalena Aders, William Balmer, Dr. Carolyn A. Bradley, 

Paul S. Chalakani, Eve Y. Chamberlain, Naomi M. Cressman, Dorothea N. Hospador, Chizoba U. 

Nwankwo, Karen E. B. Reeman, Trisha Thorme , 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

We especially pray for all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to 

them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; 

strengthen them in the work of their recovery;  

And to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially our sick: Liam, 

Maryellen, Jeff, Martin, Kathleen, Neil, Bob, William, Sandra, Richard, Rosemary, Fred, and 

Nancy; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially  Margaret  Shortridge, Larry Fish, Micheal Reo Sr.,  
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Frank LaPiana, Tony Marhan, Peter Simunovich,  

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. 

Celebrant 

Grant, Lord God, to all who have been baptized into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ, that, as we have put away the old life of sin, so we may be renewed in the spirit of our 

minds, and live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence.  Minister and People say 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays    Ethan Casey, Cara Pullen, Annelies Vogt, Ryan Jackstadt, Rich Malanowski, Danielle 

Salmon, Jim Hasler, Virginia Sisolak, Clint Badal, Nicholas Malanowkski, Emily Strom and 

Nancy Schlacter. 

Anniversaries   Samantha Aiello and Steven Gorlick, Sarah and Kylie Berg, Paul and Janet 

Chaballa, Melinda Rudnicki and Steven Zaccaria.  

The Liturgy of the Table 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Anthem    Meditation for Communion  J. Althouse 
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Doxology    

Celebrant and People sing 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 

world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus    Hymnal, S-125 

Celebrant and People sing 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
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said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People say 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 

them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 

all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray, 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Fraction   S-155 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

therefore let us keep the feast. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Communion 

All are welcome and encouraged to partake of Holy Communion. 

Please remain in the pews.  The Priest will bring communion directly to you.  Leave your mask 

on until the Priest has departed the pew, then you may remove your mask briefly to consume 

the sacrament.  Please put your mask on immediately afterwards. 
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For those who are not able to receive in person: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

O Lord of the Holy Sacrament, I wish to possess You in spirit.  Jesus, come to me, since I, for 

my part, am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life and in death. I 

believe in You, I hope in You, I love You. Amen. 

Music during the Communion Alleluia, Alleluia!  Hymn 178  

Communion  Meditation  The King of Love my Shepherd is   M. Archer 

 (Hymnal 646) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Easter Blessing   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

Closing Hymn  All creatures of our God and King   Hymn 400 
 

Dismissal    

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   

 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Organ Postlude Prelude in G Major  BWV 550  J.S. Bach 

 



 9 

Christ Church Announcements for the week of  May 9, 2021 

 

The Church Office is open by appointment only, however, emails and phone messages will continue to be 
checked regularly. Please contact Father Michael directly in the event of a pastoral emergency.  
 

Lenten Alms Thank you 

Thank you to all of you who, through your Lenten Almsgiving, supported our Lenten Alms project this year.  

We donated $3779.88 to World Central Kitchen.  WCK uses the power of food to heal communities and 

strengthen economies in the time of crisis and beyond.  Special thanks to Christine Stockhausen Butler, 

Christine Ruland and Judy Forys for spearheading this project. 

 

Diaper Drive Thank you 

Last week we delivered the diapers collected at our food and diaper drive held on Palm Sunday weekend.  

Because there appeared to be so many, we decided to count the diapers as we packed the cars.  3384 diapers 

were delivered to the Diaper Bank!!!!  On behalf of all the children and families who will benefit from your 

generosity, thank you!! 

  

Human Resources Committee 

We are exploring the creation of a Human Resources Committee at Christ Church. This is a new group and at 
this point we are at the very beginning stages of developing objectives and mission statements.  Preliminary 
thinking is that we could formalize job descriptions and ultimately develop and document Policies and 
Procedures, expanding on that as the group meets and explores the need.  So, if you have Human Resources or 
Employment Law experience, we'd love to have your voice.  If you have any questions or if this is something 
that you would like to do, please email Betty Truscott - eltruscott14@gmail.com   
 

In-person Worship 
 
We have resumed in person worship for the Sunday 8 am and 10 am services. The Saturday evening Healing 
and Recovery service at 5:30 remains virtual only.  
 
Reservations are required for the Sunday 8 am and 10 am services  and they are made on a first come first 
served basis. Reservations are made by filling out the reservation form online at https://
christchurchmiddletown.org/reservations or by emailing christchurchreservations@gmail.com. You can also 
leave a message with your request by calling 732-671-2524. The last day to make a reservation is Thursday 
each week and your seating assignment will be sent to you on Friday. 
 
Please do not make a reservation or attend in person worship if any of the following applies: 
1)   you or anyone in your party is awaiting covid test results. 
2)  you or anyone in your party has been in contact with anyone awaiting covid test results. 
3) you or anyone in your party has covid symptoms such as an abnormal temperature, cough, runny nose or 
shortness of breath.  
 
If you or anyone in your party has traveled out of state/country in the last 14 days please follow all state and 
CDC mandated quarantine requirements. 
 
Properly worn masks are required for the entirety of the services and anytime you or your party are on church 
property. Social distancing protocols are strictly enforced for the safety of everyone attending our services.  
 

mailto:eltruscott14@gmail.com
https://christchurchmiddletown.org/reservations
https://christchurchmiddletown.org/reservations
file:///D:/announcements/christchurchreservations@gmail.com
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Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the service. You will quickly be checked in and an usher will escort your to 
your assigned seat. We cannot change your seating assignment. Windows are required to be open to safely 
ventilate the church so please prepare for the weather and dress accordingly. 
 

The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer 
Each day during our Morning Prayer service we will pray for a few parishioners by name. This way, our entire 
parish will be prayed for by name at least once each year. Parishioners prayed for this week: 
 

Monday: Dan, Trish, Jack, Owen & Maeve Thurman; Marty, Betty & Becky Truscott 

Tuesday: Theresa, Christian, Amelia & Lucy Tuttle; Frank, Annelies, Zoe & Finn Vogt 

Wednesday: Tom & Ronnie Warren; Michael Way; Rick, Jill, Kyle, Emily & Cameron Wedinger 

Thursday: Deborah & Gene Williams; Drew, Christine, Grace & Christopher Wilson;  

  Robert, Marva, Cara, Spencer & Preston Wilson 

Friday:  Joyce, Conor & Colin Wright; Melinda Rudnicki, Steve, Thomas & Susan Zaccaria  

  

Emails 
Several email providers have changed their security protocols and as a result the emails we send out on a 
regular basis are not making it into some of our parishioner’s inboxes. Instead they are being sent to the 
recipient’s junk, spam or promotions folder. We cannot fix this from our end but if you call the office we can 
walk you through how to do so. If your email has changed please let the office now as well.  

 
 
 

Parish Directory 
Keep in touch with your Christ Church family! Please call or email the church office if you would like an 
updated copy of the Parish Directory.  
 

Shop & Make Money for Christ Church 
Christ Church is a recognized charity on Amazon Smile, the philanthropic arm of Amazon.com. Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to Christ Church. There is no cost to you 
for using Smile, and we receive 100% of the donation. Click on the following link or paste it into your 
browser:  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6019173 and you will be taken to smile.amazon.com where you will 
automatically be asked if you want to support Christ Church.  

 
Online Donations 

Donations may now be made on the Christ Church website for a single or recurring contribution.secure site 
will allow payment through debit/credit card or your personal checking account.donation will be credited to 
your giving statement, and may be directed to specific areas, including Pledge, Outreach, Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund, and more. Your support of Christ Church is especially crucial during this difficult time, 
so we may be able to continue the ministries and mission of the church. Although the church office is 
officially closed, the work of the church goes on. The mail is also regularly collected, and we are most grateful 
for any contributions received online or through the mail. Thank you so much for contributing as you are able. 
To donate online, please visit the Christ Church website and click on the Donate tab (https://
christchurchmiddletown.org/donate). Thank you! 
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Serving Our Worship 

Celebrant 

The Rev. Michael Way 

Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Altar Guild 

Joyce Friedersdorff, Judy Forys, Erna Sottile 

Music Director/Organist 

John Balme 

Lectors 

Paul Dawson 

Paulne Dawson 

Ushers  

Walter Drake 

Laurie Schlacter   
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Those for Whom we Pray 

For Healing   Liam, Neil O’Connor, Bob Schuler, William Eugene Hahl,     

Richard Biernacki, Rosemary Darben, Fred Hartswell, Nancy Schlachter 

For Friends and Family    Jeff Nash, Maryellen S., Martin Spindell,, Kathleen Gardell,  Anita 

McDaniel, Glenn, Sandra Noecker, Mary Balme, Francesca DeGeorgio-Matusewski, 

Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D., Greg Wolf, Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody,  

Cali Gehm,  Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Joyce Johnson, Erna Lindoerfer, 

Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Mike Szoke Sr., Emily 

Straniero 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Rev. John M. Lock The Rev. 

Dcns: Magdalena Aders, William Balmer, Dr. Carolyn A. Bradley, Paul S. Chalakani, Eve Y. 

Chamberlain, Naomi M. Cressman, Dorothea N. Hospador, Chizoba U. Nwankwo, Karen E. B. 

Reeman, Trisha Thorme  

Deployed   Daniel McCormack 

Birthdays Ethan Casey(05/09), Cara Pullen(05/08), Annelies Vogt(05/11), Ryan Jackstadt

(05/12), Rich Malanowski(05/12), Danielle Salmon(05/12), Jim Hasler(05/13), Virginia Sisolak

(05/13), Clint Badal(05/14), Nicholas Malanowkski(05/14), Emily Strom(05/15) and Nancy 

Schlacter(05/15).  

Anniversaries   Samantha Aiello and Steven Gorlick, Sarah and Kylie Berg, Paul and Janet 

Chaballa, Melinda Rudnicki and Steven Zaccaria 

In Memoriam     Margaret  Shortridge, Micheal Reo Sr.,  Larry Fish, Frank LaPiana, Tony Marhan, 

Peter Simunovich 

 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.ChristChurchMiddletown.org  ●  www.Facebook/ChristChurchMiddletown 


