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Lenten Almsgiving - Filling the Ark! 
 
This year our Lenten Alms is being donated to Heifer International. 
Heifer works in 25 countries around the world, helping families and 
communities become self-reliant by providing livestock and 
environmentally sound agricultural training. Through their hallmark 
models of "Teaching One to Fish" and "Passing on the Gift", Heifer 
provides the resources and education for these families and 
communities to put food on their own tables and to help others do the 
same by passing on the first female offspring to another family in need. 
Heifer's model has a ripple effect of transforming those in need to those 

that provide, in turn granting dignity, morale and purpose to these individuals.   
 
This year's goal was to purchase a Gift Ark to provide a life changing gift of pairs of 
animals to a community, and our entire congregation got involved! The children have 
been saving in their mite boxes and the adults have been engaged in all aspects of Lent, 
including prayer, studying and fasting, leading to an outpouring of support for our 
Almsgiving! Each week we have collected Alms to purchase more animals to fill our Ark. 
To symbolically represent that, we posted an Ark on the children's bulletin board in the 
Kid's Corner. During the Children's gathering we handed out cutouts of each animal 
purchased. The kids would place the animals in the Ark during Church School as we 
watched the Ark fill up!  In addition, each week we'd share personal stories and videos 
on how the animal purchases really make a difference in in the lives of families.  
 
The Outreach Committee is pleased to announce that we reached out goal of $5,000 
before Palm Sunday! Our congregation answered the call to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves. We have literally turned our fasting this Lent 
into a feast of hope and new beginnings for those in need around the world! We thank 
each of you for your  support and commitment to this critical yearly outreach! 
 
Please remember those thousands of Heifer families in southeastern Africa who have lost 
everything, their homes and animals, with Cyclone Idai.  We may have met our original 
goal but please do not discontinue your Almsgiving.  We will continue to collect and 
buy as many animals as we can through April 28. 
 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church! 
Church School 10 am, 2nd fl .classrooms 

Nursery care is available for children under 3 during the 10 am Liturgy in 
“Jimmy’s Room” on the second floor of the Education Wing.  

Thank you to the many folks who made 
Father Michael’s Welcome Coffee Hour 
such a great event!  The bakers, cooks, 
flower arrangers, buyers of beautiful cakes 
and other food and beverages, setup and 
clean uppers, servers and all those in 
attendance were integral  in making it 
extra special.  Not only did we partake of 
wonderful food in a pretty environment 
but we came together as only our Christ 
Church family can do! Please know how 
much you are appreciated!  
  Erna, Betty and Lauren 

 
Annual Daiper Drive 

May 4th—12th 
The Outreach Committee 
will sponsor our second 
annual Diaper Drive May 4 
through May 12.  Through 

Child Care Resources’s Diaper Bank, 
diapers will be distributed to families 
working with various community and 
social service organizations, including 
Family Promise of MC.  Diapers cannot be 
obtained with Food Stamps, WIC, or 
other state or federal ‘safety net’ 
programs.  Infants typically use up to 12 
diapers a day and toddlers use up to 8 
diapers a day.  Older children with special 
needs are also in need and often wear 
adult sized diapers All sizes are needed 
but sizes 4, 5, 6, especially in pull-up style, 
and training pants are in greatest need. 
Any questions please contact Marty 
Truscott.  

Calico  
Gift Auction 

We are in need of 
volunteers to donate a 
basket, items for 
baskets, or donations 
to  purchase items for 
the gift auction being 
held on October 20th. 
In order to make this a 

huge success for Christ Church, we need 
everyone’s help. For more information 
please contact Maria Kerfoot, Committee 
Chair, at 732-842-2310 or 732-859-2525. 
 

Organ Donor/Transplant Awareness 
This month is Organ Donor/Transplant 
Awareness Month. In memory of my 
husband Joe, a heart transplant recipient, 
and in honor of Fred Hartswell’s 
upcoming transplant, brochures will be 
available today. Please see me after the  
10 am service.  MaryAnn Matusewski 
 

COG Household Goods Drive 
We are now collecting tissues, kitchen/
bathroom spray cleaner, and plastic wrap 
for the Calico Pantry. Also needed: 2 more 
laundry detergents. Please place your 
donations in one of the little red wagons, 
located in both churches, and in front of 
the office. Your donations are greatly 
appreciated. —Janet & Kate Chaballa 
 

 



 
Palm Sunday Coffee Hour 

In observance of the solemnity of Palm Sunday, we will be offering a simple coffee hour,  
serving only coffee and juice in the Undercroft after the 10 am service today. 
 

Reminders 
• Easter Altar Flower dedications must be received by today.  
• Chocolate Sunday is April 28th, so everyone is invited to bring their favorite dessert to 

share at coffee hour. 
• Christ Church hosts Family Promise May 12th—18th. 
 

Christ Church Gourmet Dinner, May 4th 
Seating begins at 5:30 pm, 60 tickets are available and will go on sale this Sunday, cost is 
$50/ticket. The entrée is a choice of beef tenderloin or grouper.  

 
Agapé Supper 

Please join your parish family for a Simple Supper this Thursday, April 18th  at 5:30 pm in 
the Undercroft. There is no charge to attend. Your donations of soup, salad, 
bread, etc. are appreciated. If you would like to bring food, please sign up on 
the sheet in the Undercroft or on the SignUp Genius (http://tinyurl.com/
y6a8yvyo). Volunteers are also needed to help with clean up. The Maundy 

Thursday Liturgy immediately follows the simple supper; alcoholic beverages will not be 
served. 

Holy Week Services 

• Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, April 15, 16 & 17th 
7:00 pm - Candlelight Evening Prayer in the Historic Church 

• Maundy Thursday April 18th 
5:30 pm - Agape Supper in the Undercroft 
7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy in the Main Church, followed by a time of 
meditation in the Historic Church 

• Good Friday, April 19th 
12 noon - Stations of the Cross in the Historic Church 
7:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy in the  Main Church 

• Holy Saturday, April 20th 
9:00 am - Morning Prayer in the Historic Church 

Easter Sunday services will take place at 8:30 am and 10:30 am, both in the Main Church, 
followed by an Easter egg hunt for the children. Coffee hour will be held outside during 
the Easter Egg Hunt, and we will serve cookies, juice and ice tea. 

Father Michael's Gospel Reflection  
 
Palm Sunday 
 

T his weekend we celebrate Palm Sunday, which commemorates Jesus’ jubilant 
entry into Jerusalem. But our celebration is short lived, for our readings from 

Holy Scripture do not end with Jesus’ arrival in this holy city.  Rather, this sacred 
journey that begins with a triumphal ride on streets carpeted with palm leaves 
takes an abrupt turn, leaving us stunned as Christ’s passion unfolds before our 
very eyes. Our joy suddenly collapses into despair.  
 
So, savor the brief feeling of euphoria, triumph and joy we experience as we wave 
our palms this weekend, for the celebration will give way quickly to the greatest 
sadness and the greatest injustice known in human history, brought to a climax in 
the shameful death of Christ on the cross.  
 
Yet this should have come as no surprise to anyone, for Christ had predicted the 
course that his journey would take. He knew what was coming; and he met his 
destiny full-on even though he could have retreated, as indeed he was advised to 
do by friends; or he could have stood his ground and fought to reverse events, as 
we know all too well was within his power. But he didn’t do either of these things. 
Instead, with true humility and obedience, he accepted his fate. 
 
C. S. Lewis once wrote in a letter: “God could, had he been pleased, have been 
incarnate in a man of iron nerves. Of his great humility he chose to be incarnate in 
a man of delicate sensibilities who wept at the grave of Lazarus and sweated blood 
at Gethsemane.”   
 
God chose to be vulnerable. 
 
Jesus understood his destiny and what would unfold in his final journey, one, 
ironically and tragically, that had begun with this giddy celebration as he rode 
into Jerusalem, cheered on by the crowd that would all too soon greet him with 
jeers and condemn him to death. 
 
Michael+ 
 
 


