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Christ Church 
A Church for All the Seasons of Life 

Dear Christ Church Family and Friends, 

The sign says it all: Our building may be closed, but 
our Spirit is open! Indeed, our spirits and our hearts 
have been open all week and will remain so despite 
any challenges we may face. Indeed, the work of the 
church will continue! Still, we understand that we 
will have to adapt to certain new guidelines and 
restrictions that will have a direct impact on our 
operations over the upcoming weeks and possibly 
months.  
 

The purpose of the letter is to assure you that, even 
in these uncertain times, your church will continue 
to serve God through its various ministries. True, 
our buildings are closed by the Bishop’s order and as 
dictated by common sense, but we can still maintain 
community and keep the church operating in the 
following ways: 

Conducting Virtual Gatherings  
We have already had surprising success 
with our live streaming on Facebook of 
weekday Morning Prayer at 7:30 am and 
on the weekend at our regular service 
times.  Videos of these services remain on 
the church FB page after the live broadcast 
is finished. So, you can choose to view 
them either live or as archived video.  
 

Beginning this weekend, will we celebrate 
the full Eucharist at 5:30 on Saturday 
evening and 8 and 10 on Sunday morning. 
The 10 am service will even include music 
– harp, flute, piano and voice! Granted, gathering virtually this way is not traditional, but it is 
still a way for us as a community to lift up our voices to God in prayer and song. We will even 
be able to share the Sacrament, thanks to a little known provision in the Book of Common Prayer 
that under exceptional circumstances permits those who are unable to be physically present at the 
communion rail to receive the sacrament spiritually, if not physically. I think we can all agree 
that these are exceptional circumstances! 

The Old Church: Our Morning Prayer "Broadcast Studio" 

No Virus is going to prevent us from being "Church!" 
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We have also had success in holding other gatherings, meetings mostly, via Google Hangout and 
Zoom. We will continue to perfect and expand our use of these virtual/online platforms for 
services and programs.  Meetings between two people can also be conducted through Skype, 
Facetime, WhatsApp, etc. This can especially be an effective means for visiting with individuals 
in need of pastoral care.  
 

The telephone, email, and ‘snail’ mail all still work too! We can stay in touch with each other 
despite having to observe appropriate social distance. For pastoral calls, the priests’ cell phone 
numbers are published as are our email addresses – feel free to use them!  
 
In cases of visiting the dying or conducting funerals, certain restrictions may apply, but it is our 
obligation to offer all rites of the church however they can best and most safely be administered.  
The Bishop has given us permission to conduct funerals should the need arise, although they will 
be limited to gatherings of 10 or less. Traditional memorial services can be scheduled for later, 
when it is safe for larger gatherings once more to take place in the church.  
 
We are grateful for the many parishioners who have offered to give rides or make home 
deliveries to others in our community who are in need. This includes dropping off groceries and 
other necessities to people’s front doors and providing rides to medical appointments. If you 
want this type of service or if you are willing to offer help in this way, please contact the office 
so that we can match the need with the provider.   
 
Parish Office 
The Bishop has instructed us to be firm about closing church properties. So, the office will 
remain closed until such time as we are given permission to reopen the building. However, the 
staff will be working from home through the duration of this closure. In fact, in many ways, they 
will be working harder.  
 
Please, consider these words as expressed in a diocesan letter to priests regarding parish 
administrative and support staff during this difficult time:  

…the behind-the-scenes aspects of what your staff does may very well become 
increasingly important. They may be coping with schedule changes, increased 
communications, creative adaptations to worship, formation and outreach, and dealing 
with more rigorous building cleaning requirements. Pastoral care and spiritual support 
of your congregation during this period of time may also be more demanding. They are a 
critical investment in the long-term continuity of your ministry… 

The staff will be available by email – and all messages left on the office phones will be collected 
on a regular basis and calls promptly returned if needed. Office mail will also be seen and 
answered. All of the regular features of office work, save the in-person contact with parishioners, 
will be maintained.  
 
Maintaining Church Finances 
The church finances are a vital concern of all Christ Church parishioners. Put simply, the only 
thing that has changed for most people is the way that pledge payments and regular cash 
contributions to the church are made. Happily, there are alternatives to the traditional, in-person 



90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524  ●  www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

method for making these payments/contributions – some available immediately, some to be 
offered soon. 

1. Mail your checks! This is a secure method for giving to the church. The mail will be 
collected daily and your checks properly accounted. 

2. Online giving: while this is not an available option now, it will be very soon. With the 
help of the diocesan finance office, we are looking at several online giving formats. 
We will let the parish know when we have settled on the easiest, most accessible and 
most secure program for giving in this way. 

3. Automatic bank transfer. This is a simple, reliable way for you to make your 
payments directly from your bank. Please let the office know if you would like to set 
up recurring payments in this way. 

4. ACH – Automated clearing house. This is also a safe, reliable manner for making 
recurring payments. The finance committee is investigating programs that would best 
meet our parish needs and requirements. 
 

In the meantime, please don’t wait for new payment methods to be made available; instead, 
make your regularly scheduled payments by mailing your check directly to the church. This 
applies to all payments and contributions to the church, including Lenten Alms and our other 
outreach programs. Until other options are made available, this is the best way to ensure that the 
church’s finances remain stable.   
 
Thank you for reading this long letter! I realize that this is a lot to process, but we have had to 
make quick adjustments to our schedule and procedures in order to accommodate recent drastic 
changes to our daily lives.   
 
We at Christ Church are a community that knows how to survive difficult times such as these.  In 
our nearly 320-year history, we have had to confront the unknown and the uncertain before and 
we have prevailed, because of our belief in God and our reliance upon each other. These times 
may be unique as to the type of challenges that they present to us, but they are no more daunting 
than those we have endured many times before.  
 
God bless you and keep you in loving community! 
 
Peace,  
Michael+ 
 

 


