
 
We invite you into a time of silent prayer as we prepare  

for a holy encounter with God and one another. 

The Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Trisagion  

 Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
  Have mercy upon us. 
 Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
  Have mercy upon us. 
 Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
  Have mercy upon us. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  

The Collect of the Day 

 O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your 
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Liturgy of the Word 

The First Lesson     Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 
of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22:22-30 

 
22  May all who fear you, O God, give praise; *   

  may the offspring of Israel stand in awe,        
   and all of Jacob’s line give glory.  

The Second Sunday in Lent 



23 For you do not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty,  
  neither do you hide your face from them, *         
  but when they cry to you, you hear them.  

24  My praise is of you in the great assembly; *   
  I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship you.  

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
  and those who seek you shall praise you: *        
   “May your heart live for ever!”   

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you, *       
  and all the families of the nations shall bow before you.  

27 For yours is the royal power, O God; *          
  you rule over the nations.   
28 To you alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *  
  all who go down to the dust fall before you  

29 My soul shall live for you; my descendants shall serve you; *       
 they shall be known as yours for ever.  

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

  the saving deeds that you have done. 

The Second Lesson   Romans 4:13-25 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 
the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was 
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Holy Gospel   Mark 8:31-38 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 



He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon      The Rev. Michael Way 

The Nicene Creed    

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
  and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People    

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Ministry of 
Church Sextons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 



We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

We especially pray for all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the 
assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work 
of their recovery;  
And to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially our sick: Larry, Kathleen, Neil, 
Bob, William, Sandra, Richard, Joe, Rosemary, Fred, and Nancy 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Paula Blagg, Margaret Miller and Paul J. Truscott. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence.  Minister and People say 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 

Birthdays    Matthew Lawson, Owen Thurman, Anna Williams, Joyce Wright, Jack Hutchinson 
Anniversaries Lou & Joyce Friedersdorff   

The Liturgy of the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  



People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we 
are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us 
and rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  

Celebrant and People say 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  



Celebrant 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 Grant us peace. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 Communion 

While the church is closed and in-person worship is not possible, all viewing the service virtually are invited to receive the 
Sacrament spiritually in their hearts.  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

O Lord of the Holy Sacrament, I wish to possess You in spirit. Jesus, come to me, since I, for my part, 
am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life and in death. I believe in You, I 
hope in You, I love You. Amen. 

After the Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Merciful God,  
accompany our journey through these forty days.  
Renew in us the gift of baptism,  
that we may provide for those who are poor,  
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence,  
and above all that we may find our treasure  
in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



The Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the wisdom and power of Jesus Christ, and the light of the Holy Spirit be 
among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Dismissal 

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
 



Christ Church Announcements for the week of February 28, 2021 
Due to the recent spikes in new COVID-19 cases, all In-Person Worship is suspended until further notice. 
The Church Office remains closed, however, emails and phone messages will continue to be checked 
regularly. Please contact Father Michael directly in the event of a pastoral emergency.  
 

Service Schedule for Lent  

Monday: Morning Prayer 7:30 am Evening Prayer 6:00 pm  

Tuesday: Morning Prayer 7:30 am Evening Prayer 6:00 pm  

Wednesday: Morning Prayer 7:30 am  

Stations of the Cross 6:00 pm  

Candlelit Vespers w/Taizé Music 6:30 pm  

Thursday: Morning Prayer 7:30 am Evening Prayer 6:00 pm  

Friday: Morning Prayer 7:30 am Evening Prayer 6:00 pm  

Saturday: Healing and Recovery Eucharist with music 5:30 pm 

Sunday: Spoken Eucharist 8:00 AM Eucharist with music 10:00 AM  

Quiet time in the Old Church 
In the season of Lent we are called to find special times for silent reflection and prayer. The church is an 
ideal place for this type of contemplative practice, but since we are closed for in-person worship due to 
COVID19 restrictions, this has not been possible this winter. However, we are going to make a special 
exception for individuals wishing to come to the Old Church at select times (Tuesday afternoons from Noon 
to 2 pm and Saturday mornings from 10 am to Noon) to sit silently in the pews and perhaps observe the Way 
of the Cross through the 14 stations that hang on the church walls. Please note that social distance must be 
maintained between individuals and a maximum of 10 people will be allowed inside the building at any 
given time. There will be a representative from the church present to maintain that these guidelines are 
strictly followed. We hope that parishioners will take advantage of this opportunity to have a few minutes in 
this sacred space  
 

Lenten Alms 2021: World Central Kitchen 
This year the Outreach Committee has selected World Central Kitchen (WCK) as the recipient of our Lenten 
Alms. WCK uses food to empower communities and strengthen economies through their clean cookstoves 
initiative, culinary training programs, and social enterprise ventures. As part of their COVID-19 work, WCK 
also partnered with restaurants to help meet increased demand by providing jobs for their staff and meals for 
those in need. Over 35 million meals have been served and $135 million dollars has spent in restaurants to 
sustain the local economies devastated by the impacts of COVID-19.  
If you would like to make a contribution, please make your check payable to Christ Church with Lenten 
Alms on the memo line or click here to donate and use Lenten Alms.  
 

Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale 
It seems like the winter cold, snow and ice will go on forever!  Stay warm with a hot cup of fresh coffee or 
hot cocoa.  The Outreach coffee and hot cocoa sale starts Thursday February 24 and runs until Sunday 
March 7. All coffee is fresh roasted and ground to order (whole bean is available) by Jersey Shore Coffee 
Roasters, our favorite local small business.  All profits from the sale support Christ Church Outreach 
ministries. All orders must be pre-paid by paper check, payable to Christ Church with “Outreach Coffee 
Sale” in the memo line or on the Christ Church website, www.christchurchmiddletown.org/donate; select 
“Outreach Coffee Sale”. 

Covid 19 Vaccine 
If you need help making a vaccine appointment or can volunteer to help secure appointments for others 
please contact the office or Erna Sottile. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QFmpBsfurJX2yoGuSkLWkrrc-OHlw0F3YMH2DbSshIC9BK29YQJxGLXuyYuzrkoB7R7SUb62viQE7BtuaDhb0MBzo4K2wycuZsrJ6sBJ9d6FCRC9Ayzom8Dto5ed258E1r8NAdBlikiyurZCbITvLH-3z_O8nGPQwFsouVvsv3Q=&c=aJZN5ciQvYt1ov6JdPxp8BxZNsch0GgHlgnRPoriDvTprqIX9ooSP
http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/donate


Parish Life 
A big shout out to all the parishioners who contributed to the Christ Church Dessert Cookbook that was 
emailed out this week.  
If you missed the email, click here to view or print the recipe book.  
Thanks to:  
Linda Schedel - Gugelholf Cake (Gugelhupf) Cake - Austrian Coffee Cake 
Judy Kelso - Chocolate Cheesecake 
Barbara Garrity - Chocolate Oblivion Truffle Torte 
Vicki Schmelzer - Rocky Mountain Chocolate Chip Cookies 
Sandra Casci - Banana Cake with Penuche (Caramel) Icing 
Cathy O'Flynn - Gingery Apple Crumb Pie 
Mary-Ann Matusewski - Hungarian Nut Cookies  
Cindy McCormack - Pineapple Upside Down Cake 
Tia LaPiana - Ginger Cookies  
Lauren Badal - Graham Cracker Cake 
Robyn Gerin - Chocolate Pecan Pie 
Pauline Dawson - Dawson Crumb Cake  

Office Transitions 
We offer a warmest congratulations to Christine Ruland who is retiring this month from her position as 
Parish Administrator. Christine has served in this capacity for over 19 years. Her tireless dedication to Christ 
Church has been a blessing to all of us. Fortunately, she will continue at Christ Church as a parishioner and 
musician for the Saturday Recovery and Healing Eucharist.  
We also say goodbye to Linda Malanowski, who will leave her part-time position as parish secretary for a 
full time position with the Red Bank Regional School System. Linda has truly been an asset to Christ Church 
in this position, creating a warm and hospitable atmosphere in the office for all who stop by. She will be 
missed. Still, while she will no longer be on staff, she will continue to be a parishioner and will be joining the 
Vestry in March. 
Lastly, let us give a hearty welcome to Christine Stockhausen-Butler, who will take on additional 
responsibility as the Parish Services Coordinator. Her job description includes office supervision and facility 
coordination in addition to her continuing direction of Christ Church's Youth and Families Ministry. 

 

The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer 
Each day during our Morning Prayer service we pray for a few parishioners by name. This way, our entire 
parish will be prayed for by name at least once each year. Parishioners prayed for this week:  
 
Monday: Robert Brownlie, Helen Fairbrother, Chloe Fairbrother-Brownlie 

Tuesday: Ann & Barbara Burke;  Christine, Glenn, Caleigh Butler, Maggie & Chris DeGroat  

Wednesday: Jessica Calderon; Stephen, Candi, Ryan & Vivienne Carl 

Thursday: Jonathan, Maura & Ryder Casey; Mauro, Sandra, Christina & Nicholas Casci 

Friday:  Sean & Michelle Cervone; Kate Chaballa & Jason Faanes; Paul & Janet Chaballa 

 
Christ Church Directory 

Stay in touch with your church family!  Please email or call the office if you would like to receive an updated 
copy of the Christ Church directory.  

Shop & Make Money for Christ Church  

Christ Church is a recognized charity on Amazon Smile, the philanthropic arm of Amazon.com. Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to Christ Church. There is no cost to you 
for using Smile, and we receive 100% of the donation. Click on the following link or paste it into your 
browser: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6019173 and you will be taken to smile.amazon.com where you 
will automatically be asked if you want to support Christ Church.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QFmpBsfurJX2yoGuSkLWkrrc-OHlw0F3YMH2DbSshIC9BK29YQJxGJd3dm7b72ks0awJJX59c6sE6FHTmpgyd7Xh8ZEc9bCtB3IQiguTvb3Q2SXHKcAGRLF7PseCU2NxifCFn1stXyO7hlgbegTHWNUPExdBUHaRiwsJXUwqdMGwel9uLQ5QE2TWLCK7vw_p2AbE_HVJY-PPa56WqdIIgq2PTc7K-figX3FZ
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6019173


  
Online Donations 

Donations may be made on the Christ Church website for a single or recurring contribution. This secure site 
will allow payment through debit/credit card or your personal checking account. Your donation will be 
credited to your giving statement, and may be directed to specific areas, including Pledge, Outreach, 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and more. Your support of Christ Church is especially crucial during this 
difficult time, so we may be able to continue the ministries and mission of the church. We are most grateful 
for any contributions received online or through the mail. Thank you so much for contributing as you are 
able. To donate online, please visit the Christ Church website and click on the Donate tab  
(https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate). Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those for Whom We Pray 

For Healing   Neil O’Connor, Bob Schuler, Margaret Shortridge, William Eugene Hahl,  

Richard Biernacki, Rosemary Darben, Fred Hartswell, Joe Peck, Nancy Schlachter 

For Friends and Family   Larry Fish, Kathleen Gardell, Anita McDaniel, Glenn, Sandra Noecker,  

Mary Balme, Francesca DeGeorgio-Matusewski, Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D., Greg Wolf,  

Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody, Cali Gehm,  Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Joyce Johnson, 
Erna Lindoerfer, Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A.,  

Mike Szoke Sr., Emily Straniero 

 Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   Ministry of Church Sextons  

Deployed   Daniel McCormack, William Turner 

Birthdays   Matthew Lawson(2/29),Owen Thurman (3/2), Anna Williams (3/2),  Joyce Wright (3/4),  

Jack Hutchinson(3/6) 

Anniversaries   Lou & Joyce Friedersdorff (3/6) 

In Memoriam   Paula Blagg, Margaret Miller, Paul J. Truscott 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving Our Worship 

Celebrant 
The Rev. Michael Way 

 

https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate

