
The Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021—10:00 am 

 

Prelude That Easter Day with Joy was bright D. Wood  

 

Opening Procession Jesus lives! Thy terror now. Hymn #194 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria  Hymnal, S-280 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may 

show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson    Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands 

or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, 

and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

 



Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 133  

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *  

when kindred live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head *  

that runs down upon the beard,  

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *  

and runs down upon the collar of his robe.  

4 It is like the dew of Hermon *  

that falls upon the hills of Zion.  

5 For there has God ordained the blessing: *  

life for evermore.  

 

The Second Lesson     1 John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 

him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he 

himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

 



Gradual Hymn    We walk by faith and not by sight (v. 1-3) Hymn #209 

 

The Holy Gospel    John 20:19-31 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 

"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 

God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon   The Rev. Michael Way  

The Nicene Creed    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 

the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen.  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the 

Clergy in Transition  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

We especially pray for all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to 

them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; 

strengthen them in the work of their recovery;  

And to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially our sick: Jeff, Martin, 

Margaret, Kathleen, Neil, Bob S., William, Sandra, Richard,, Rosemary, Fred, and Nancy  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Joe Peck, Laurie Miller, Samira Saba, Erma Leone 

Van Sant, Neil R. Grootenboer, Adrienne Belicose, Eleanor Schuler, Helen “Donnie” 

Kovalevich. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. 

The flowers that grace the church are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Joe 

Peck.  

Celebrant 

Grant, Lord God, to all who have been baptized into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ, that, as we have put away the old life of sin, so we may be renewed in the spirit of our 

minds, and live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence.  Minister and People say 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays    Neil Grootenboer and Henry Hahl. 

Anniversaries   None this week. 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Anthem  Let the trumpet sound  N. Sleeth  

Doxology    

Celebrant and People sing 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer A 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 



 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 

the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus    Hymnal, S-125 

Celebrant and People sing 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People say 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 

them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 

holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 

all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Celebrant  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray, 



Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Fraction Anthem Hymnal, S-154 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Communion 

All are welcome and encouraged to partake of Holy Communion. 

Please remain in the pews.  The Priest will bring communion directly to you.  Leave your mask 

on until the Priest has departed the pew, then you may remove your mask briefly to consume the 

sacrament.  Please put your mask on immediately afterwards. 

For those who are not able to receive in person: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

O Lord of the Holy Sacrament, I wish to possess You in. Jesus, come to me, since I, for my 

part, am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life and in death. I 

believe in You, I hope in You, I love You. Amen. 

Communion Hymn       Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks for the risen Lord. Hymn #178 

 

Communion Meditation        Jesus Christ is risen today    E. Campbell 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 

most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 

these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 

eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 

love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 



The Easter Blessing   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

Closing Hymn  The day of Resurrection! (v.1-3) Hymn # 210 

Dismissal    

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   

 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Postlude Variations on O filii e filiae  A. Guilmant  

 

 

The flowers that grace the church are given to the 

Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Joe Peck 

 

SERVING OUR WORSHIP 

Celebrant 

The Rev. Michael Way 

Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Altar Guild 

Joyce Friedersdorff, Judy Forys, Erna Sottile 

Music Director/Organist 

John Balme 

Lectors 

Sandra Casci 

Barbara Garrity 

Ushers    

Neil Grootenboer 

Marc McKinley 



 

Christ Church Announcements for the week of April 11, 2021 

 

The Church Office remains open by appointment only, however, emails and phone messages will 

continue to be checked regularly. Please contact Father Michael directly in the event of a pastoral 

emergency.  

Grounds Beautification April 17th 

 

Grab your gloves, rakes, spades and wheelbarrows and come on out to spruce up the grounds of 

Christ Church’s campus. We will be outside on Saturday, April 17th from 8 am until around 3 pm 

but you can come for as long as you are able to help. We will be raking out beds, cleaning up 

debris, mulching and planting to make our beloved Church’s campus look as welcoming as we 

are! Rain date is May 1st from 8-12. Please contact the office with any questions. 

 

Road Rally May 1st 

 

SPRING has SPRUNG!  A time for hope, renewal and some camaraderie with church friends  

and family!  With this in mind, Parish Life is planning a fun, educational ROAD RALLY!   

The Road Rally will start in the Christ Church Gravel Lot, (socially distanced, with a blessing of 

the cars by Father Michael).  Envelopes with clues will be given out at that time along with 

some goodies for the ride!  You will proceed to 8-9 other locations and take a photo of your 

team at each site.  Your car may be teamed up with others depending on the number of folks 

who register for the Rally.  At the locations, you must be observant as later in the day a quiz will 

be sent to your team.  Points will be awarded for the photos at locations as well as correct 

responses to quiz.  That evening, there will be a short Zoom call at 6 P.M. to award prizes and 

review the day for those interested in participating. 

Where:  The Rally will start in the Christ Church Gravel Lot and then take you to various 

locations in Middletown and surrounding areas. 

When:  Saturday, May 1st at 1 P.M. (or at staggered times depending on numbers of 

participants), with a rain date of May 2nd. 

Why:  To have some fun, work as a team, and discover some new and old places close to 

home!                 Many of the sites are historic in nature!   

Extra fun:  Create a name for your team and have a poster with the name and a picture of 

some sort. 

 

RSVP By April 25th  To:   Lauren Badal at llbadal@gmail.com or Vicki Schmelzer at 

vschmelzer@gmail.com 

mailto:llbadal@gmail.com
mailto:vschmelzer@gmail.com


 

In-person Worship 

 

We have resumed in person worship for the Sunday 8 am and 10 am services. The Saturday 

evening Healing and Recovery service at 5:30 remains virtual only.  

 

Reservations are required for the Sunday 8 am and 10 am services  and they are made on a first 

come first served basis. Reservations are made by filling out the reservation form online at 

https://christchurchmiddletown.org/reservations or by emailing 

christchurchreservations@gmail.com. You can also leave a message with your request by calling 

732-671-2524. The last day to make a reservation is Thursday each week and your seating 

assignment will be sent to you on Friday. 

 

Please do not make a reservation or attend in person worship if any of the following applies: 

1)   you or anyone in your party is awaiting covid test results. 

2)  you or anyone in your party has been in contact with anyone awaiting covid test results. 

3) you or anyone in your party has covid symptoms such as an abnormal temperature, cough, 

runny nose or shortness of breath.  

 

If you or anyone in your party has traveled out of state/country in the last 14 days please follow 

all state and CDC mandated quarantine requirements. 

 

Properly worn masks are required for the entirety of the services and anytime you or your party 

are on church property. Social distancing protocols are strictly enforced for the safety of 

everyone attending our services.  

 

Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the service. You will quickly be checked in and an usher will 

escort your to your assigned seat. We cannot change your seating assignment. Windows are 

required to be open to safely ventilate the church so please prepare for the weather and dress 

accordingly. 

 

The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer 

Each day during our Morning Prayer service we will pray for a few parishioners by name. This 

way, our entire parish will be prayed for by name at least once each year. Parishioners prayed for 

this week: 

 

Monday:  David & JudyMatthew; Mary-Ann Matusewski 

Tuesday:  Cindy, Bill, Roger, Elizabeth & Daniel McCormack;  

Sharon & Lawrence McKenna 

Wednesday:  Marc, Kristina, Matthew & Andrew McKinley; Bill & Linda Moitz 

Thursday:  Charles Morro, Aimee Stolh-Morro, Ashley Stohl & Michael Morro 

Friday:  Susan, David & Robert Murphy; Carol Murray-Negron; Joanna Nelsen 

https://christchurchmiddletown.org/reservations
file:///C:/Users/Christine/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/5/Attachments/christchurchreservations@gmail.com


 

 

Emails 

Several email providers have changed their security protocols and as a result the emails we send 

out on a regular basis are not making it into some of our parishioner’s inboxes. Instead they are 

being sent to the recipient’s junk, spam or promotions folder. We cannot fix this from our end 

but if you call the office we can walk you through how to do so. If your email has changed 

please let the office now as well.  

 

 

Parish Directory 

Keep in touch with your Christ Church family! Please call or email the church office if you would 

like an updated copy of the Parish Directory.  

 

 

Shop & Make Money for Christ Church 

Christ Church is a recognized charity on Amazon Smile, the philanthropic arm of Amazon.com. 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to Christ Church. 

There is no cost to you for using Smile, and we receive 100% of the donation. Click on the 

following link or paste it into your browser:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6019173 and you will be taken to smile.amazon.com where you 

will automatically be asked if you want to support Christ Church.  

 

Online Donations 

Donations may now be made on the Christ Church website for a single or recurring 

contribution.secure site will allow payment through debit/credit card or your personal checking 

account.donation will be credited to your giving statement, and may be directed to specific areas, 

including Pledge, Outreach, Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and more. Your support of Christ 

Church is especially crucial during this difficult time, so we may be able to continue the 

ministries and mission of the church. Although the church office is officially closed, the work of 

the church goes on. The mail is also regularly collected, and we are most grateful for any 

contributions received online or through the mail. Thank you so much for contributing as you are 

able. To donate online, please visit the Christ Church website and click on the Donate tab 

(https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate). Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Those for Whom we Pray 

For Healing   Neil O’Connor, Bob Schuler, Margaret Shortridge, William Eugene Hahl,    

Richard Biernacki, Rosemary Darben, Fred Hartswell, Nancy Schlachter 

 

For Friends and Family    Jeff Nash, Martin Spindell, Larry Fish, Kathleen Gardell,              

Anita McDaniel, Glenn, Sandra Noecker, Mary Balme, Francesca DeGeorgio-Matusewski, 

Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D., Greg Wolf, Carmen Holmstrom, Steve Brody,   

Cali Gehm,  Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Joyce Johnson, Erna Lindoerfer, 

Lilly, Sawyer Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Mike Szoke Sr.,     

Emily Straniero 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   Clergy in Transition 

Deployed   Daniel McCormack 

Birthdays   Neil Grootenboer (04/17) and Henry Hahl (04/17) 

Anniversaries   None this week 

 

In Memoriam    Laurie Miller, Samira Saba, Erma Leone Van Sant, Neil R. Grootenboer, 

Adrienne Belicose, Eleanor Schuler, Helen “Donnie” Kovalevich 
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