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Welcome 
 The Rev. Michael Way 

O ne of the complaints I often hear 

from people is that the church 

talks about money too much.  To this I 

usually say, “Well, Jesus talked about 

money a lot.  So, maybe, just maybe, 

the church should as well.”  For 

example, it may come as a surprise to 

you to hear that Jesus talked about 

money more than he did about heaven 

and hell combined. In fact, I’ve heard it 

said that one-third of Jesus’ parables 

talked about money. And fully one-

sixth of all of the sayings attributed to 

Jesus in the Gospels are about money 

and our relationship to material wealth. 

Why do you suppose Jesus talked about 

money so much? After all, Jesus was 

not trying to raise funds for some 

church project or other; he wasn’t 

trying to keep a building from falling 

down or paying salaries for his 

disciples. So, you wouldn’t expect Jesus 

to have to address the issue at all.  But 

the reason why Jesus talked about 

money so much is because he knew 

that money, and our relationship to 

money, when unhealthy, can deny us a 

close, intimate, loving relationship with 

God – and with each other.   

So, I make the point, that the church 

does not talk about money enough.  We 

need to talk about money and invite 

people to think honestly about the way 

money may be damaging our 

relationships with loved ones and even 

compromising our relationship with 

God. The Rev. Dr. Thomas Carson 

once said, “How you deal with the 

subject of Money is the chief spiritual 

issue of your life.”  Think about that. 

Money can be a remarkable tool to do 

so much good; but it can also stand 

between us and our spiritual lives, 

blocking us from knowing God and 

living a God-filled life. So, as the 

church we should talk about money.  

And we should talk about it not 

because the church needs our money, 

but because each of us have a spiritual 

need to give of our money to advance 

God’s mission. 

So, it’s autumn, and in churches all 

across the land, the falling leaves, the 

first frost and the hint of winter in the 

chilly breezes can mean only one thing– 

Annual Stewardship Drives are 

underway; and there’s a lot of 

discussion about money. At Christ 

Church, we are no different. The 

autumn is the time when we ask our 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/


 

 

Page 2  The Church Cr ier  Stewardship 2020  

 

Life in the Middle Lane: 
by The Rev. Michael Way 

Generosity 

We have been created in 

the image of God, whose 

opening act in creation in 

the Book of Genesis is 

generosity. The words 

“genesis” and “generosity” 

spring from the same 

etymological source. Long 

before death pulls from 

your grip what you cannot 

take to the grave, acknowledge it all as gift, and gift it 

back to God as an offering for God’s use. Participate in 

God’s generosity.   —Br. Curtis Almquist, SSJE 

B rother Curtis reminds us that generosity is of 

God, therefore, when we demonstrate 

generosity, we are walking in God’s ways – in other 

words, in the best way possible, we are imitating 

God. So, this should be our goal, to be generous to 

God and others as God is generous to us.  

In the context of the church, generosity is often 

equated with stewardship and stewardship is generally 

equated with financial giving. Of course, stewardship 

is more than just that. Stewardship embraces all that 

we do to care for God’s world, including our need to 

care for and tend God’s church. This certainly 

includes our financial gifts to the church, but it also 

includes out gits of time and talent.  

Time, Talent and Treasure are the categories through 

which our stewardship efforts are channeled; and 

when all of these elements are operating, the church 

exudes health and vitality, both financially and 

spiritually. But our giving is not limited to just these 

three categories that stem from our abundance, we 

are also called to give our poverty. Why? Because 

God want our all. Not just our joy and abundance, 

but also our sadness, disappointment and tragedy. 

God wants our all, not just a portion or a percentage 

or a piece of us. God doesn’t just want our best; God 

also wants the very worst of ourselves. God desires 

both the good and the bad. What an expression of 

true love that is! What an affirmation of our 

humanity! God wants and accepts us totally. 

In light of the unqualified acceptance and love of 

God, it would therefore be selfish of us to hold back. 

We must take all of everything that we are and 

present it to God as a gift. But don’t be alarmed; in 

the context of faithful stewardship, this doesn’t mean 

God wants all our money. Stewardship should not be 

a burden. But what then are we called to give? I don’t 

mean to dodge this question with a vague answer, but 

if we are spiritually healthy, our giving becomes 

automatic and appropriate. Only you know what that 

amount is.  God wants all of us – heart, mind, and 

soul – and when we are willing to give our all to God, 

what is received, including our financial resources is 

natural and appropriate – it is sufficient. 

Obviously, one of the ways that we give our all to 

God is by making a pledge to offer our financial 

support for God’s church. Over the next four weeks, 

the concept of spiritual giving and its essential role in 

maintaining the health and vitality of our spiritual 

home, Christ Church, will be repeated in letters, 

sermons and testimonials by our fellow parishioners. 

Through these efforts we have the opportunity to 

grow deeper in our understanding of the importance 

of showing our gratitude by being generous to God. I 

urge you to take this time to reflect on how you best 

can show your generosity to God by supporting 

God’s mission in the world through Christ Church. 

May you continue to be blessed and, in turn, be a 

blessing to others. 

Bless you, bless God and bless Christ Church.  

Peace,  

Michael + 
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members to estimate what they will give toward the 

financial health of the church. However, we believe 

that when parishes approach financial stewardship 

from the perspective of faith, they stop viewing the 

money that is given to the church as merely a means 

toward paying the church’s bills. Rather, they see their 

financial contributions as a way to help people grow 

spiritually in their relationship with God by 

supporting their church’s mission with a percentage 

of their incomes. 

So, this year, instead of talking about budgets, we 

hope to focus the annual stewardship campaign on 

teaching the biblical and spiritual principles of 

generous giving. Instead of mounting a stewardship 

campaign that stresses financial health, we want to 

reverse the logic of the past and focus on the biblical 

philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or 

her own spiritual development, rather than on the 

need of the church to receive.  

In this way, instead of treating people like members 

of a social club who are required to pay dues, we treat 

people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give 

unselfishly as an act of discipleship. This way our 

giving will reflect our thoughtful and prayerful 

discernment regarding what God is calling each of us 

to offer to the church. It is my hope that every 

household, every person in our parish will see that 

giving in this way is an extension of our spiritual lives 

for it is a product of our spiritual journeys in which 

we are called to be good stewards. 

But what exactly is stewardship? Well, this is a tricky 

word, one that may intimidate some folks and irritate 

others.  It’s a term that can lead some to ask wearily, 

“does stewardship mean that I’m responsible for 

everything?!” while others sarcastically quip, 

“‘stewardship,’ does that mean you’re getting ready to 

ask me for money again.”  

What a pity that this wonderful word with ties to the 

beginning of creation is so often met with resentment 

and exasperation from the very people who have 

been blessed by God to be God’s stewards. This isn’t 

how is was supposed to be, but perhaps our notion of 

what it means to be stewards has become warped 

over the centuries; perhaps this is why stewardship is 

often seen as a burden, a hardship, an obligation or 

just a duty rather than as a joyous opportunity to 

show gratitude to God for all of the blessings of this 

world. For, indeed, stewardship is an act of gratitude; 

and we demonstrate this gratitude in our obedience 

to God; because by being stewards in the caring for 

God’s Creation, we are doing what God asks us to 

do.   

The Pharisee in our gospel lesson for October 27 

proudly and publicly declares that he gives a tenth of 

his income to the Temple and cites this as an example 

of his exemplary behavior – he tithes, he fasts, he 

does everything by the book unlike, he stresses, other 

less savory characters who lead immoral lives. And he 

points to the tax collector as an example of someone 

who fails to model the proper behavior of the 

righteous. But who is truly righteous here? The 

Pharisee who performs his duties as an obligation and 

boasts of his acts or the tax collector who knows that 

he has come up short but begs God’s forgiveness? 

Whose behavior is grounded in faith and whose is 

centered on works?  The Pharisee gives out of duty, 

out of obligation, not out of gratitude for the 

blessings that God has bestowed upon him.  

Of course Gratitude is not the only reason we serve 

as stewards; we also do this because it is in our nature 

to care for each other. We were created in God’s 

(Continued on page 4) 
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image, which instinctively compels us to love and care 

for the world and for each other as God cares for and 

loves us.  Hence our spiritual need to give. An example 

of this instinct might be found in the fact that the vast 

majority of us are moved to care for and love a helpless 

baby - to be its stewards; this desire to love and care for 

others is part of our human nature. We may not always 

tap into this, we may be vulnerable to selfish interests, 

we may even consciously resist our desire to care for 

others; but it’s still there. 

In Genesis, God pronounced Creation “good.”  

Goodness therefore lies at the core of our being.  In 

Jesus’ earthly life, we were reminded once more of the 

potential of human goodness.  It is this goodness that 

calls us to faithful stewardship. At our creation we were 

imbued with an innate sense of our connection to and 

responsibility for others and we were equipped to fulfill 

God’s call to us to be good stewards for our world and 

for each other.  

So, the season is here when we are reminded of our stewardship within the context of the church, when we are 

called once more to pledge our time, talent and, yes, treasure.  But let us remember what our motivation for giving 

is and for whom we give.  Let us, therefore, joyfully embrace the label of Steward; and let us accept God’s charge 

to us and celebrate God’s trust in us by loving and caring for each other and for all of creation through our 

thoughtful, loving, spirit-filled stewardship!  Amen! 

Michael + 

Welcome  (Continued from page 3) 

What is Stewardship?  
Stewardship is about using the gifts God has given us to do the work God is calling us to do. Stewardship is how 

we respond to God’s love and generosity by caring for the world entrusted to us—this includes caring for the 

church so that the church can carry out God’s mission in the world.  

Our ability to pursue the mission and ministries to which God has called us depends on the generosity of spirit of 

those who are a part of our community at Christ Church. Giving of your time, talent and treasure makes it possible 

for Christ Church to pursue this mission, helping us to assist and nurture people and to model God’s love. 

What is a Pledge?  
A pledge is your best estimate of what you will be able to give financially to the church over a specific time. 

Pledging is also a spiritual discipline, which invites people to prayerfully consider what they give in proportion to 

what they receive. It is a financial commitment through which you are spiritually enriched. 
(Continued on page 5) 

Stewardship: Frequently Asked Questions 
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I already put money in the Plate—do I have to pledge as well? 
Ideally you do both—pledge annually and make a plate offering weekly.  While both contribute to the financial 

health of the church, they serve somewhat different purposes. 

Loose offerings in the plate help to support our ministries; as “gifts” rather than financial commitments to the 

church. Nevertheless, these gifts serve to improve our ability to carry out mission in our community; and each 

penny received in the plate enables us to do more of God’s work! 

Pledging, however, allows the Vestry to budget—to pay the churches expenses and to forecast the monies 

available for ministries. Thus, by pledging you will support the church’s efforts to sustain our ministries, 

programs, and day-to-day operations. 

How much should I pledge? 

This is between you and God. Scripture calls for 10% of our time, talent and treasures (or a tithe). And, indeed, 

some parishioners currently tithe while many others have made a commitment to work toward tithing by 

starting with a percentage of income and increasing it over time.  

Another way to determine your pledge is by estimating your weekly/monthly income in order to figure  what 

portion of your income you can  give each week/month. The important thing is that we give in gratitude for all 

our blessings and make a conscious effort to determine an appropriate level of giving for today and allow our 

giving to grow in the future. For giving back to God is an act of worship enabling us to grow deeper in our 

faith. Giving is to experience God’s grace. 

What happens if  I need to change my estimate or I encounter financial hardship? 
In the event your circumstances change, please contact the office or our rector, not only to revise your pledge 

but also to request any pastoral care and support that you might require. You are a valued member of Christ 

Church no matter how much you give. God honors your faithfulness. 

How do I pay my pledge? 
You may pay weekly, monthly, or as a onetime gift.  If you pay your pledge by cash in the offering plate, please 

use a designated envelope so that it is properly credited.   

Stewardship FAQ (Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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How is my pledge money spent? 
Your pledge goes to support our work and ministries: worship and music, social justice ministries, fellowship 

events, and formation programs for children and adults. Your pledge also helps pay for clergy and staff salaries, as 

well as maintenance of our buildings and grounds.  

Don’t We Receive Money from the Diocese or Episcopal Church?  
No.  Most of our annual income, about 65%, comes directly from pledges. We are actually required to  make a 

financial contribution to the Diocese to support its mission and ministries (which benefit Christ Church).  

Can I submit a Pledge at any time in the year? 
Yes, you don’t have to wait until the Fall Stewardship Campaign to submit your pledge or to change it. 

Traditionally, Christ Church also conducts a Mid-year Matching Grant Campaign to allow newcomers to join in 

stewardship by making their pledges as well as to encourage others who have been blessed by  an upturn in their 

incomes to increase their pledges. 

Christ Church does so much for our community—How Can I help?! 
By offering your gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure!  

Through the gifts of your time, expertise and money, you support the various ministries and operations connected 

to our parish including: 

● Spiritual Enrichment through Worship, Music and maintaining our Sacred Space; 

● Outreach Ministries, including St. Mark’s Food Pantry & Soup Kitchen, the Calico Cat Thrift Shop and 

Food Pantry, Family Promise, Outreach Coffee Sales, Aslan Youth Ministries, Coat & Winter Needs Drive, 

Crop Walk, Thanksgiving and Christmas Ingatherings, Episcopal Relief and Development, and the 

Seamen’s Church Institute. 

Stewardship FAQ (Continued from page 5) 

Seasonal Outreach Opportunities 

Coat and Winter Needs Drive 

P repare for the cool weather and support our 

neighbors affected by homelessness in Monmouth 

County!  We will once again be supporting the 

Monmouth County outreach program to supply those 

that are homeless, including our county's 

homeless veterans, with winter items. As you begin 

taking inventory of your coats, gloves/mittens, scarves, 

and socks, please consider donating! We are collecting 

new or slightly used items for men, women and 

children. If you are able, please hold your donations in 

your home until January; if not, you may deliver your 

donations to the church office. We are collecting 

through January! Thank you!  

Robyn Gerin, Coordinator 

Outreach Coffee Sale 

T he Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale will be 

held November 30 through December 8.  Stock 

up for the holidays and the long winter ahead.  This is 

also the perfect opportunity to complete your 

Christmas gift list.  We will have the famous Christmas 

Blend as well as over 20 other choices of coffee: 

Custom blends, single origin, organically grown, 

espresso, and decaf.  The coffee is all fresh-roasted and 

ground to order (whole bean is available) by our 

favorite local company, Jersey Shore Coffee Roasters.  

All profits from the coffee sales support Christ Church 

Outreach ministries.   

Erna Sottile, Vestry for Outreach 
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Thanksgiving Ingathering:  November 16-17 

O ur Thanksgiving Ingathering, to benefit the families 

served by St. Mark’s Center for Community renewal, will 

be held on November 16th and 17th.  You have the 

opportunity to help those who cannot afford a Thanksgiving 

dinner by providing all or part of a “basket.”  Items in each 

basket include: 

● A frozen turkey, 12-16 lbs. (please place in the church 

kitchen freezer) 

● 2-3 cans turkey gravy 

● 1 large or 2 small boxes of stuffing 

● 1 large or 2 small boxes of instant mashed potatoes 

● 1 large or 2 small cans of sweet potatoes 

● 2 cans of green beans 

● 2 cans corn 

● 1-2 cans cranberry sauce 

● 1 large or 2 small bottles of apple juice 

● A one-pound tin of butter cookies 

Reminder slips for individual items will be distributed on 

November 2-3 and November 9-10.  Please note that there are 

no slips for turkeys.  If you can donate one it will be gratefully 

accepted.  Our goal is at least 40 complete dinners.  Thank you!  

Erna Sottile, Vestry for Outreach 

A turkey-filled SUV on the way to St. Mark’s 

Center for Community Renewal, an outreach of 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Keansburg. 

Christmas Toy Ingathering:  

December 7-8 

T his year we are partnering with St. 

Mark’s to bring some Christmas 

joy to children of families in need. 

Any new games and toys for children of 

all ages – some examples: Action 

figures, board games, dolls, arts & crafts 

sets, building sets, hair accessories, and 

movie tickets; also, new clothing – 

mostly outerwear like hats, scarves, 

mittens, gloves, sweatshirts and socks. 

Please bring your unwrapped gifts to 

church on December 7th or 8th. All 

donations are very much appreciated 

and will be delivered to St. Mark’s 

Church in Keansburg.   
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