
 

    

Christ Episcopal Church 
The Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany 

A Service of Recovery and Healing 

Saturday, January 28, 2023 5:30 PM  
WELCOME    

Presider 

Friends, without help our challenges and difficulties in life are too much for us. But there is one 

who has all power – that One is God. May we find God now.  

Half measures have availed us nothing. We stand at the turning point. So, now we ask for God’s 

protection and care with complete abandon.  

Let us say together the steps we can take to recover our lives and live as God intended. 

Presider and People 

1. We admit that we are powerless; that our lives have become unmanageable.  

2. We believe that a power greater than ourselves can return us to wholeness. 

3. We decide to turn our will and our lives over to the care of the God of our 

understanding. 

4. We look at our lives and make a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 

5. We admit to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our 

wrongs. 

6. We are entirely ready to have God remove all the defects of character. 

7. We humbly ask God to remove our shortcomings. 

8. We make a list of all persons we have harmed and declare a willingness to make 

amends to them all. 

9. We make direct amends to such people when possible, except when to do so would 

injure them or others. 

10. We continue to take personal inventory and when we are wrong promptly admit it. 

11. We seek through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God as 

we understand God, praying only for knowledge of God’s will for us and the power to 

carry that out. 

12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we try to carry this 

message to others, and to practice these principles in all affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING HYMN The Summons  

Verses 1-4 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,  

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?  

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 299) 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 356) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 299) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully 

hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth. 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 

those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

  26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 
28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 

things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life 

in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 15 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

  who speaks the truth from his heart. 

 3There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 

  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

 4In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

 5He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word. 

 6He does not give his money in hope of gain, *nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

 7Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SEQUENCE HYMN I want to walk as a child of the light  

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.  

The lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the joy of Jesus. 

Refrain 
 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

Refrain 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
11Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358) 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 



 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HEALING PRAYER AND ANNOINTING 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

And you find rest for your souls,  

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

While the following hymn is sung all are invited to come to the communion rail for laying on of 

hands, prayer and anointing. 

HEALING HYMN Come to me, o weary traveler  

Come to me, O weary traveler; come to me with your distress. 

Come to me you heavy burdened; come to me and find your rest. 

Do not fear my yoke is easy; do not fear, my burden’s light. 

Do not fear the path before you; do not run from me in fright. 

Take my yoke and leave your troubles; take my yoke and come with me. 

Take my yoke, I am beside you; take and learn humility. 

Rest in me, O weary Traveler, rest in me and do not fear. 

Rest in me, my heart is gentle; rest and cast away your care. 

THE PRAYERS FOR HEALING  

Leader              Let us pray for healing to the God of Mercy, ending our petitions with  

  “We praise you and thank you.”  

 O God, in you we live and move and have our being. God of Mercy 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are ill, injured, disabled, or in distress  

 in body, mind or spirit, that they may be made whole; especially those whom we     

 now name either aloud or silently in our hearts. (Pause) God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Grant to those who are still sick and suffering from any and all addictions that  

they may find the strength, courage and willingness to seek your help in     

overcoming their afflictions, especially those whom we now name either aloud   

or silently in our in our hearts. (Pause) God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 



 

Leader              Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or  

 despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence.  

 God of  Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Mend broken relationships and restore those in emotional distress to soundness  

 of mind and serenity of spirit. God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Bless physicians, nurses, counselors, and all others who minister to the suffering,  

 granting them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience. God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Grant to the dying peace and a holy death and uphold by the grace and  

consolation of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved, especially those whom    

we now name either aloud or silently in our hearts. (Pause) God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              Grant peace to those who have died, especially those we name aloud or in our  

 hearts peace. (Pause) God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              We pray for the church, its clergy and people and we pray for those of all faiths  

 and those of no faith that they may find You. God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              We pray for the leaders of all of the nations and for all people from all lands,  

especially the refugee, the alien, the friendless, the forgotten and the unloved.   

God of Mercy, 

People              We praise you and thank you. 

Leader              God, who does wonders, restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin,  

in our lives, in our nation, and in the world. Hear us, O God of love and abundant 

life. 

People              Heal us and make us whole. 

CONFESSION OF NEED 
The Officiant says  
Let us confess our need for God’s healing grace.  
Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People 

Compassionate God, we confess our weaknesses and our need for your strengthening 
touch. We confess that some illnesses stem from our own fault, while others are beyond 
our control. We turn to you, source of life, and ask in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ 
for the gifts of true healing and life in you. Amen.  
The Officiant says  

May the God of love visit you in your times of trial and weakness,and raise you to newness 
of life, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
THE PEACE  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 



 

The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

The Celebrant says 

Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave for us an offering and a sacrifice to God.  

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 

source of life and fountain of mercy. 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 

hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 

our voices with all creation as we sing (say): 

SANCTUS  

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 

You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 

and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 

we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 

and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets 

to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 

Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 

Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you,he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 

“Take, eat:This is my Body which is given for you.Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 



 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said:“Drink this, all of you:This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it,do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 

this bread and this wine. 

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 

and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 

that with [__________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 

we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

INVITATION  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

O Lord of the Holy Sacrament, I wish to possess You in spirit. Jesus, come to me, since I, for my 

part, am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life and in death. I believe 

in You, I hope in You, I love You. Amen 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 



 

Celebrant and People 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

The courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time, 

Accepting hardship as the pathway to peace. 

Taking, as our Savior did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it. 

Trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will. 

That I may be reasonably happy in this life, 

And supremely happy with Him forever in the next. Amen.    

BLESSING  

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  Christ be our light  

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us you own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 

Refrain: Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, may despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice. 

Refrain: 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. 

Refrain: 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. 

Refrain: 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Refrain: 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 


