
Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church! 
December 1, 2019—Announcements 

No Church School today. 
Nursery care is available for children under 3 during the 10 am Liturgy in 

Jimmy’s Room” on the second floor of the Education Wing. 

Christmas Ingathering: December 7-8 
This year we are partnering with St. Mark’s to bring some Christmas 
joy to children of families in need. We will be collecting new games and 
toys for children of all ages. Please bring your unwrapped gifts to 
church on December 7-8. All donations are very much appreciated and 
will be delivered to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Keansburg.  
Christmas Ingathering Wish List: Action figures, Board Games, 
Dolls, Cars, and Trucks, Arts & Crafts Sets, Building Sets, Movie 
Tickets or Gift Cards, Hats, Scarves, Mittens, Gloves, Sweatshirts, 
ands Socks. 

Annual Advent Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, Dec. 8th, 5-7 PM 

Join your church family for an evening of great food, fellowship, and 
happy songs as we prepare our hearts for Christmas at one of our 
favorite church-wide events. Everyone is invited! Bring neighbors and 
friends to this family-friendly event. Help is needed to provide desserts, 
and with clean-up. Suggested donation: $7/each, or $25 per family.  
 

Mondays in Advent:  Introduction to Advent 
Join us for the following sessions:  Dec. 2,  9, & 16 

Advent is about waiting, about watching, about expecting. It cannot be 
rushed, nor can it be used to hurry Christmas. We, like Mary, must 
watch and prepare as we await the birth of the Savior of the world. The 
lessons and hymns of Advent remind us of this, as they focus on the 
larger story of Jesus: his conception and birth, but also his redemption 
of the world and his long-awaited Second Coming. We practice living 
patiently in between these times. John the Baptist, Mary, and Joseph all 
model important spiritual lessons if we only take the time to learn and 
listen. This 3-part course provides an interesting and light-hearted 
introduction to the history and purpose of Advent, as well as offering 
new material for reflection and practice to those who have observed 
Advent all their lives. Each session will begin at 6:30 pm with a simple 
supper, followed at 7:00 by a 1-hour program. The evening will 
conclude at 8:00. 



Monmouth County Outreach Program 
Coats and Toiletries 

Monmouth County is hosting an outreach program again to support 
our neighbors affected by homelessness, including our counties 
homeless veterans, with winter items and toiletries. To support this we 
are collecting men's, women's and children's coats, gloves/mittens, 
scarves, and socks. As well as toiletry items such as soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, and razors. All clothing items can 
be new or slightly used. All toiletries should be new and unopened. If 
possible, please hold your donations at home until January. If not, we 
are accepting donations in the office. Please contact the office with any 
questions.  Thanks!       Robyn Gerin 
 

Outreach Coffee Sale 
The Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale begins this weekend and the 
last day to place your order is Dec. 8th. Stock up for the holidays and 
the long winter ahead.  This is also the perfect opportunity to complete 
your Christmas gift list.  We will have the famous Christmas Blend as 
well as over 20 other choices of coffee: custom blends, single origin, 
organically grown, espresso, decaf. Coffee is all fresh-roasted and 
ground to order (whole bean is available) by our favorite local 
company, Jersey Shore Coffee Roasters.  All profits from the coffee sales 
support Christ Church Outreach  ministries. 
 

Parent’s Night Out 
Friday, Dec. 13th 
6:00—8:30 pm 

Our Parent’s Night Out is back! Get your holiday 
shopping done while your kids have some FUN! 
Drop off your children in the Youth Lounge on 
Friday, 12/13 for a holiday themed party. There will 
be a movie, crafts, snacks, and pizza for your kids to 
enjoy. Suggested donation of $10 per family to cover 
cost of pizza, crafts, and snacks. If you are 
interested, please RSVP by 12/6 by calling the office 
at 732-671-2524.    Christine Stockhausen 

 



Gospel Reflection 
 Advent is the liturgical season when we joyfully clean house in 
preparation for the visit of a much beloved guest. This guest is known 
variously as the Messiah, the Anointed One so long-expected by the 
Hebrew people; Emmanuel, "God with us;” and our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
God Incarnate, who has come to bring salvation to the world. This 
guest, whatever name we give, comes to us as a light, shining in our 
darkness, illuminating the way, guiding as along a path that leads us to 
wholeness, warmth and love.  
 Advent is also the season when we prepare ourselves for the 
second coming of Christ, when he will come to usher in the Kingdom of 
God. This will mark that path’s end, when we finally arrive at our 
destination: our true home in full reconciliation with God, where for all 
eternity we unite with each other bound by the love of our Creator.  
 The greatest gift we can ever receive is God coming to us as a 
guest. In Advent we anticipate this gift twice: once in the Incarnation 
and once at the end of time. In both we do our best to prepare for the 
much-anticipated arrival of this guest, just as we would perhaps for the 
return of a long absent family member.  We clean our houses and make 
special preparations in the guest’s honor, so that when he arrives, he will 
be assured that his visit has been eagerly awaited.  We sweep the house 
clean; we make the beds with freshly laundered and scented sheets; we 
have a banquet of good food and wine ready at a moment’s notice; and 
we fill our lamps with oil so that there is a welcoming light whenever 
the guest chooses to arrive. Hospitality to ensure our guest’s comfort, 
contentment, and joy is our only priority. 
 Jesus, the Messiah and Christ the King, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega, is the guest we all are 
awaiting. As Christians we understand that this is our opportunity to 
make ourselves and our world ready for both the Incarnation and for 
Kingdom of God.   But what does this readiness mean for us? It means 
that we listen to Christ's teaching and learn what God's will is for us: to 
love God and to love one another. This makes us clean. So, as we await 
this coming, we strive to remove all of the ugliness, all of the un-love 
that clutters our lives, in order that our “houses” - our hearts and minds - 
can become truly clean, truly worthy of our guest. This is what Advent is 
for us: a reminder that God is calling us to put our houses in order in 
anticipation of God's coming to fill our hearts with a love, peace and 
wholeness that exceeds our imagination.   

Peace, 
Michael+ 



Christ Episcopal Church 
90 Kings Highway  Ɣ��Middletown, NJ 07748  Ɣ��732.671.2524 

www.ChristChurchMiddletown.org 
www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown 

Important Dates 
Nov 30—Outreach Coffee Sale begins 
Dec 7-8—Christmas Ingathering 
Dec. 8—5 pm, Advent Spaghetti Dinner 
Dec 13—6:00-8:30 pm, Parents Night Out 
Dec 24—Christmas Eve Service, 5pm & 10pm (with special music 

at 9:30pm) 
Dec 25—Christmas Service, 10am 

Pledge Contributions to Date 
 As of 11/25/2019  2018 Final 
No. of pledges: 70 102 
Amount pledged: $216,861  $268,414 

Troop 246 
Poinsettia Fundraiser for The Bahamas 
(Today is the last day to place an order) 

Several boys in our church are selling poinsettias for The Bahamas through 
their Boy Scout Troop. Helping those in The Bahamas is personal to those in 
Troop 246, as several boys in the troop attended the Boy Scouts High Adven-
ture Sea Base Camp in The Bahamas this past summer (including Jason Faanes 
from Christ Church). The troop is partnering with HEART 9/11 to directly 
purchase supplies (safety equipment, hand tools and small power tools) need-
ed by the volunteers and community still on-site at the barrier island of Green 
Turtle Cay. HEART 9/11 (Healing Emergency Aid Response Team 9/11) is a 
team of first responders - FDNY, NYPD, PAPD and the NYC Building Trades - 
that bonded in the aftermath of September 11, 2001 to utilize their experience 
and training in service to other communities affected by disaster. The Poinset-
tias come in 3 colors (Red, White, Pink) and 3 sizes (6 in, 8 in, 10 in). They cost 
$6, $15, $20, respectively. Orders and money are due by Dec 3rd, and Poinsetti-
as will be in by Dec 8th. If you are interested please look for any of the boys 
(Jason Faanes, Stefan Gerin or Alexander Gerin) at coffee hour on Dec 1st or 
contact the office at 732-671-2524. Thank you for your support!  
     Paul Chaballa and Robyn Gerin 


