
Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church! 
February 23, 2020—Announcements 

No Church School today.  
Nursery care is available for children under 3 during the 10 am Liturgy in 

“Jimmy’s Room” on the second floor of the Education Wing. 

A daily devotional from Forward Movement is available, which is 
also a companion for our Mondays in Lent study group.  Please contact 
the office by this Tuesday, or sign up in the Undercroft if you would 
like to order a copy. The cost is $5.00.  
 

Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast  
Join us in the undercroft after the 10 AM service today 
for some traditional feasting of pancakes before Ash 
Wednesday. In addition to pancakes, we'll have fruit, 
sausages and plenty of syrup. Mardi Gras music and 
decorations will add to the fun! Donations - $8 per 
adult, $4 per child, children under 6 are free. $20 max 
per family.  

 

Ash Wednesday Services-Feb 26th 
All services to be held in the Historic Church 

· 7:00 am – 9:00 am—Imposition of Ashes  
· 12:00 pm -Ash Wednesday Eucharist  
· 7:00 pm  - Ash Wednesday Choral Eucharist 

 

Post White Elephant Meeting  - All are welcome to attend a brief 
meeting after the 10 am service on March 1st to discuss any suggestions 
or improvements for next year’s White Elephant Sale.  Janet Chaballa 
 

Annual Soup Tasting 
Save the date, March 21st, for the annual Christ Church Soup Tasting�� 
If you can, bring your favorite soup for others to try. Or bring your 
spoon and appetite. Just don't—and I mean don't—miss a fun evening 
with friends and family and soups you never tasted before. If you would 
like to bring a soup, please use the sign up sheet in the Undercroft. 

 

March 13th & May 1st, 6:00—8:00 pm 
Our Parents Night Out is back! There will be a movie, 
crafts, snacks, and pizza for your kids to enjoy. The 
event is free! Please contact the office by March 6th to 
RSVP for the March Parents Night Out. 



White Elephant Sale 
… and God winked … once … twice ... perhaps a million times!  

Our White Elephant Sale was a huge success making a net of $4,625.85. 
This was all possible because of the 'lifting effect' of each member of the 
Christ Church Family by shouting the news of the sale, sharing the 
event with others, collecting treasures from near and far, and working 
hard during the event.  Thank you all for your selfless generosity! 
A special thank you goes to Janet, Kate and Paul Chaballa for their 
leadership in chairing the event, for all of their hard work and 
dedication.     JoAnn & Fred Hartswell 
 

Seamen’s Church Toiletries 
Bringing home small gifts from your vacation? Don’t forget the sample 
sized toiletries found in your hotel room for Seamen’s Church Institute 
who distributes them to mariners as part of their gift packs. Items 
needed are: unopened and unused soaps, toothpaste, mouthwash, 
deodorants, skin lotions, etc., in travel sizes. Please place your 
donations in a plastic bag marked “SCI” and place in one of the little red 
wagons. Thank you! 
 

Backpack Crew 
The Backpack Crew is an organization that collects non-perishable 
snacks, cereal, pasta, etc., to combat childhood hunger in our schools. 
They are in need of any kind of pasta. If you can help out and donate a 
box or bag of pasta, you may drop off  to the office, Tuesday-Friday, 
from 9:30 am –2:30 pm.  If you would like more information, please visit 
their website:  https://backpackcrew.org.� 
 

Family Promise 
We are sorry to report our upcoming Family Promise hosting, 
scheduled for February 23 – March 1, has been cancelled.  Recently host 
sites have expected to host more than the longstanding 14 guest 
limit.  According to NJ law, hosting more than 14 would re-classify us 
from a “hospitality” site, which only needs to maintain “minimum 
health and safety standards,” to a shelter.  Shelters must be licensed and 
are heavily regulated.  Because we are unlicensed, this would be a legal 
violation, and could expose us to significant liability.  While we are 
willing to host up to 14 guests, the current roster is 16 guests, so FPMC 
made other arrangements.  We thank everyone who volunteered to host 
and help this rotation!  We will keep you posted on future 
developments. 



Gospel Reflection 

This week our Gospel lesson takes us to a mountain top to 
witness the Transfiguration: a divine revelation if there ever was one! 
Throughout Holy Scripture mountains play a pivotal role in the history 
of God's people for, like the desert, they are places of divine revelation.   

Scripture recounts many “mountain top” experiences. For 
instance,  just as a mountain top was the setting for the mystery and 
awe that Jesus' disciples felt as they saw him transfigured before their 
eyes; the other two figures that accompanied Jesus in this vision, 
Moses and Elijah, each had their own direct encounters with God on a 
mountain top.  

Most of you are familiar with the Hollywood account of 
Moses, AKA Charlton Heston, who climbed Mount Sinai as a troubled 
man in early middle age, only to undergo a transformation from his 
experience of God on the mountain top.  In Cecil B. DeMille's movie 
"The Ten Commandments", after Moses encounters God speaking to 
him through the burning bush, he proceeds down the mountain, visibly 
aged, his face aflame, his hair turned shocking white. On the mountain 
top, God had revealed God's purpose to Moses and forever changed 
him. He was transformed. 

The prophet Elijah also wandered upon a mountain, searching 
for God. He endured mighty acts of nature rather than run for shelter 
because he figured that God must be present within the storms that 
raged about him. God's power was so awesome, he reasoned, that God 
could only be found in these extreme circumstances - in violent flashes 
of lightening or in the crash of thunder or in the rush of a mighty wind. 
But to his dismay, he didn't find God in any of these dramatic events.  
Instead, on his mountain top, when the storms had died down, and the 
wind had quieted, he had his mountain top experience, for Scripture 
tells us that in the quiet that followed the storm, Elijah found God in a 
"still, small voice.” Elijah too was transformed by this experience of 
God.  

Their stories remind me of a prophet who reflected upon yet 
another mountain top experience. On the night before he was 
martyred, Dr. Martin Luther King spoke of his own transformation, 
when, in seeking to do God's will, he dreamed of climbing to the 
mountain top, where he could see the promised land open up before 
him and the glory of God revealed - a dream that he believed could be 
achieved.  
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These mountain top experiences are inspiring for us, 
encouraging each of us to make that  climb up to our own mountain tops 
and be transformed; for we undergo great changes when we seek to 
know God, to listen for that "still, small voice" and become the people 
that God is calling us to be.  And we don't have to go far to find those 
thin places where we can encounter God and be transformed; the 
mountaintop is right here in our own hearts. 
Peace, 
Michael+ 
 

COG Household Goods Drive 
We are now collecting laundry detergent, soap and deodorant for the 
Calico Pantry. Please mark “COG” on your donations and place them  in 
one of the little red wagons, located in front of the office. Your donations 
are greatly appreciated.     Janet & Kate Chaballa 

 

Youth Group Spring Schedule 
· March 8—3:30-5:30 pm 
· March 22—3:30-5:30 pm, pre-confirmation class with 

Father Michael 
· April 5 
· April 19 
· May 3 
· May 17 
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