
                                The Wilderness 

     In our study of Psalm 119:65-72 this past Sunday, Pastor Greg shared the 

concept of Godly affliction.  Verses 67 and 71 speak of the Lord’s affliction and 

how it helped the psalmist to turn from his ways and learn God’s statutes.  The 

Lord uses various methods to bring correction, and sometimes His affliction 

includes a wilderness experience.  As we face the Coronavirus pandemic and all 

the restrictions that have come with it, with possibly more to come, it appears we 

have entered the spiritual wilderness. However, Pastor Greg also shared this is not 

a time to fear nor panic; rather, a divine opportunity to take the time to strengthen 

our relationship with Jesus.  Usually, when we hear or think about a “wilderness 

experience” it has a negative meaning.  It implies being lost in a desolate place 

with no clear direction.  The “wilderness” evokes thoughts of helplessness, 

possibly starvation, lack, not having the proper tools or information to survive.  

This may be our perception, but what does the Bible say about time spent in the 

wild? 

God Leads Us to the Wilderness 

Exodus 13:17-18 (KJV)  
17  And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not 

through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, 

Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:  
18  But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: 

and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.  



Luke 4:1 (NKJV)  
1 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  

 

God Sends Help for Your Assignment in the Wilderness 

Exodus 4:27-31 (NKJV)  
27 And the LORD said to Aaron, "Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he 

went and met him on the mountain of God, and kissed him.  
28 So Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the 

signs which He had commanded him.  
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children 

of Israel. 

God Provides in the Wilderness 

Deuteronomy 2:7 (NKJV)  
7 For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand. He knows 

your trudging through this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God 

has been with you; you have lacked nothing."  

Isaiah 35:4-6 (KJV)  
4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 

come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.  
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 

unstopped.  
6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in 

the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.  

 

Matthew 15:32-37 (KJV)  
32  Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the 

multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: 

and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.  
33 And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the 

wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?  
34 And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, 

and a few little fishes.  
35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.  
36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, 

and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.  



37 And they did all eat and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that 

was left seven baskets full. 

 

God Tests and Matures Us in the Wilderness 

Deuteronomy 8:2 (NKJV)  
2  And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty 

years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your 

heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 

God Speaks to Us in the Wilderness 

Luke 3:2-3 (KJV)  
2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the 

son of Zacharias in the wilderness.  
3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins; 

 

God Has a Specific Timeframe for Your Wilderness Experience 

Deuteronomy 2:1-3 (NKJV)  
1 "Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness of the Way of the Red Sea, as 

the LORD spoke to me, and we skirted Mount Seir for many days.  
2 And the LORD spoke to me, saying:  
3 'You have skirted this mountain long enough; turn northward.  

 

As we see, while the wilderness may not be an enjoyable experience, we can rest in 

the assurance that as we journey through, from the time He leads us in, to the time 

He calls us out, the Lord is with us. 

 

 



 

 


