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From the Pastor’s Desk…… 

Since early last year, we have been experiencing an unprecedented time due to Covid-19. But as more and more 

people get vaccinated, we feel a bit safer these days. We have more people in our sanctuary than in the past. I 

saw that people didn’t want to go home after church service - trying to catch up with one another. I can see how 

much we’ve missed our fellowship. We miss our in-person hugs and interactions with one another. It has been 

indeed a very challenging time for all of us, and yet our congregation has shown their resilience in the Lord. We 

as a church have worked wonderfully together pulling through this difficult situation and finding creative ways 

to keep our worship services going.  I am so very thankful for our members and friends who faithfully attended 

the worship services in-person and virtually.  

 

Even through the midst of the pandemic, we hadn’t given up our mission of reaching out to people in our 

community. Nothing, even the pandemic, can separate us from the love of God in Christ and from doing 

Kingdom work we are called to do. We found creative ways of fulfilling our missions; we continued to serve 

our guests through drive-through community free meals, school supply drives, the community Easter Egg Hunt, 

and various collections throughout the year for our local food bank…etc... I jot these things down to show what 

we as a congregation have done; not to brag about our accomplishments, but to remind ourselves of our calling- 

call to serve the Lord and his people through the church, the body of Christ. We are called to proclaim the good 

news of the gospel not only through the sermons but also through our good works.  

 

All things considered, you have done a great job! And as your pastor, I praise and give thanks to God for your 

faithfulness to the Lord and his ministry. Before, during, and after the pandemic, our calling remains the same. 

We all know that it is not easy for us to be perseverant in faith, but we also know that Jesus Christ our  

Lord, who is the same yesterday, today and forever, will lead us through challenging times and help us to 

faithfully live out our calling-a call to love God and love our neighbors as ourselves.  

 

The Church has been resilient throughout the centuries despite all adversities because of faithful people like 

YOU within the body of Christ. Christians keep bouncing back because the key to resiliency is faith in the Lord. 

The believer in Jesus Christ is upheld by God’s power and so, is naturally resilient. “We are hard pressed on 

every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 

destroyed.” (2 Corinthians 4:8–9)  

 

Love in Christ, 

     Sukja 
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A Note From the Trustees…… 

The Board of Trustees have been busy keeping our church building safe for all our members, along with 
keeping up with the maintenance of our grounds and buildings.  We have been working on getting estimates 
for some bigger projects that have been on our agenda since before the pandemic that changed all our lives in 
many ways.  Here are some of the projects we have been working on. 
 
The updating of our sound system.  This project has been on our agenda for over three years.  We have 
always talked about it, but never felt it was a number 1 issue at our church.  The pandemic made us realize 
that our outdated sound system was not going to work with the changes we were looking at to make church 
available to everyone every Sunday.  With updating our sound system to a digital setup, it will allow us to 
incorporate our zoom worship, recording sermons and our choir Cantata to share on our website, social media 
or email blast.  With this update we would be set for the next eight to ten years before needing to do much to 
the sound system.  With the digital setup we will be able to add simple devices like hearing assistance for our 
members who struggle to hear the sermon, wireless microphones and so much more.  With every upgrade 
comes a price.  To give you an idea of the breakdown of what we are looking at in cost.  To replace the sound 
system, front speakers and run all necessary wiring the cost is estimated at $4,786.77  To add video for the 
zoom and recording within the sanctuary the estimated cost is $2,094.00.   Labor costs would be extra with 
what the Trustees feel is the best option for the church now and in the future.   
 
The front porch needs to be addressed.  The front steps are becoming very dangerous along with the wood 
post and roof over the front doors need attention to the church entrance.  We had gotten two estimates to have 
the steps replaced, the wood all wrapped with vinyl and have the two front windows scraped and repainted in 
the fall of 2019.  With the pandemic the cost of materials have skyrocketed and have left us looking for other 
ways to fix the appearance to the front of the church and the safety of anyone who comes to the church.  The 
original estimate we had planned to go with was for $11,000 - $15,000.  Because of the rising cost of materials 
the estimate was reevaluated and we were quoted $19,000 this spring and we had to commit quickly.  
 
Other projects that are on the agenda are the steeple to the church.  It has taken some damage from a fast 
moving storm earlier this year.  Ehrlich has informed us that we have bats again in the belfry.  Our hopes are 
with the outside steeple repairs we can also nail down the areas that are open enough for the bats to get into 
the belfry.  We have not received estimates for these repairs at this time.   
 
Please pray for the Board of Trustees as they make the hard decisions and continue to put in many hours in 
meetings to make the best decisions for the members of Ackermanville UMC in a very difficult time.  Our 
available funds to do any repairs or maintenance at the church has become much less than in past years.  We 
pray you understand the needs of the church to continue to function for the body of our members and 
community.            
 

 
Blessings,  
Holly A. Sussick 
Head of Trustees 

 
 
 
 



 

A Note From the Treasurer…… 

 

June, 2021 

 

Dear Members of Ackermanville UMC, 

 

 Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  It is with joy and 

concern that we are reaching out to you at this time. The concern is that over the last few months our 

tithing has seemed to decrease below our usual giving level. The joy is that in spite of the affects of 

the World Wide Pandemic over the last year, the level of support from our congregation had been on 

par with pre-covid giving. We therefore had been able to meet our monthly obligations, even if only 

just barely.  Thanks to the retirement of Pastor Sukja, the reduced payments to Conference for salary, 

health and retirement has helped greatly.  

 

  Another concern amid this financial situation is the effect it has on the work the Trustees have 

been doing gathering bids for the repair of the front of the church building and the improvement to our 

church sound and zoom outreach projects. With the current volatile climate of the cost of building 

materials, the current revised bid for the church repair has sky-rocketed to the point that starting a 

Capital Campaign would be a risky proposition.  

 

 With the fractured way we have been forced to worship over the last year, without sitting in a 

pew, it has been easy to put aside our stewardship commitment. So, I appeal to our Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ to renew a weekly/monthly offering. 

 

 Thank you in advance for your generosity. With your help we can continue to do God’s work.  

 

In Christ’s love and work, 

Barry S. Young       

Treasurer/Lay Leader    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Methodists Make News 

 

Rev. Sukja Bang featured in Fordham News 

Korean-American Polio Survivor and Longtime Pastor Prepares to Counsel Parishioners 

Rev. Sukja Bang, pastor of Ackermanville UMC in Bangor, is featured in the Fordham News 

(March 29, 2021), an online publication of  Fordham University, where she will receive a D.Min. 

from the Graduate School of Religion and Religious Education in May. Her pastoral passion and 

doctorate degree specialization is in pastoral counseling and pastoral care. 

Read this interesting account of her life story, from her challenging childhood and ministry 

aspirations in South Korea to her discovery of new challenges and opportunities for serving in 

cross-racial/cross cultural ministry in Eastern PA. Bang, whose doctoral dissertation is on  “Clergy 

Self-Care for Cross-Racially/Cross-Culturally Appointed Pastors in the United Methodist Church," 

serves on the Eastern PA Conference Commission on Religion and Race.  See full article here: 

https://news.fordham.edu/colleges-and-schools/graduate-school-of-religion-and-religious-

education/korean-american-polio-survivor-and-longtime-pastor-prepares-to-counsel-parishioners/ 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Rev. Dr. Sukja Bang
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates 
(Members and Friends) 

 
 

Meagan Ackerman 
Daughter of Craig & Tammy Ackerman 
Graduated May 8, 2021 
Master of Divinity from Moravian Theological 
Seminary.   She has been appointed to serve Exton 
UMC in Chester County 3/4 time beginning July 1. 

 

Pastor Sukja Bang 
Graduated May 22, 2021 
Doctor of Ministry at Graduate School of Religion 
and Religious Education at Fordham University, 
Bronx, New York. 

 

Chelsea Carver 
Graduated May 21, 2021 from DeSales University 
Master in Eduation (7-12 English). 
Accepted teaching position at Bethlehem Christian 
School. 

 

Benjamin Hawes 
Son of Daniel & Suzanne Hawes 
Graduated May, 2021 
Master of Science in Biology from East Stroudsburg 
University. 

 

Alyssa Kruszka 
Daughter of Sharon & Jerry Kruszka 
Graduated June 10, 2021 from Nazareth Area High 
School AP Scholar with Honors.  Plans on attending 
Chatham University in Pittsburgh PA to major in 
Human Biology on 5 Year track to PA Program. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Emma Rambo 
Daughter of Kevin & Danielle Rambo 
Graduated June 11, 2021 from Bangor Area High 
School.  Will be attending Rider University to study 
exercise science and play Division 1 softball. 

 

Katrina Ruggiero 
Granddaughter of Bill & Jane Ruggiero 
Graduated May 21, 2021 from Lehigh University 
Master in Accounting and Information Analysis. 
Will be working for Deloitte Company. 

 

Daniel Ruggiero 
Grandson of Bill & Jane Ruggiero 
Graduated June 10, 2021 from Nazareth High 
School.  Will be attending Lafayette College. 

 

Zachary Wolf 
Grandson of Ruth Ann & Barry Mueller 
June 4, 2021 from Notre Dame High School. 
Will be attending Moravian College (University as 
of July 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                



We will be adding the following 
on the calendar for this year: 

 
 

Vacation Bible School -   
God is in Charge 
     July 25 – 29, 2021 
 
Cindy Doll, Jeff Sandercock and Holly Sussick will 
be organizing a special week of VBS!  Share the 
news with your neighbors!  More details to come! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       
Sundaes on Sunday  
      August 1, 2021 
 
Will only be an ice cream social this year.  Keeping it 
simple and outside!  More details to come! 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Rally Day      
      September 12, 2021 
 
We are getting excited to Rally together for a 
new and exciting school year!  More details 
to come! 
 



 

June 2021 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
2

nd
 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship / Holy 
Communion 

 10 am 

 

      

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

 

     

 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

4
th

 Sunday after 

Pentecost  

Worship, 10 am 

 Drive-Thru Community 
Meal, 

3 pm – 4:30 pm 

Father’s Day 

      

27 28 29 30 28 29 30 
5

th
 Sunday of after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

John Wesley’s 

Birthday (1703) 

     



July 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

6
th

 Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship / Holy 
Communion, 10 am 

 

      

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
7th 

Sunday after 

 Pentecost 

Worship 10 am 

 

      

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

8
th

 Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

Drive-Thru Community 
Meal, 

3 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

      

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9
th

 Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 
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August 2021 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10
th

 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship / Holy 
Communion, 10 am 

 

      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
11

th
 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

 

      

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
12

th
 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

Drive-Thru Community 
Meal, 

3 pm – 4:30 pm 

      

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
13

th
 Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

      

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 
14

th
 Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

      



September 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
15

th
 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship / Holy 
Communion 

 10 am 

  

     

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
16

th
 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

 

 
 

      

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
17

th
 Sunday after 

Pentecost  

Worship, 10 am 

 Drive-Thru Community 
Meal, 

3 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

      

26 27 28 29 30 29 30 
18

th
 Sunday of after 

Pentecost 

Worship, 10 am 

      



 
 
The task of the Ushers/Greeters is very important to 

the life of the congregation. They are the first contact 
any member or visitor has with AUMC. That first 
impression is very important and sets the tone for how 
people are likely to experience worship. Thank you for 
serving Christ in this way.  

following things:  

conversations with friends and family. This may prevent 
you from being aware of a new face.  

– even if the person you’re greeting 
is a member of the congregation. That person may not 
know your name. If you think it’s a member but do not 
know that person’s name say something like: “I’m sorry, I 
don’t have a name to go with your face.”  

seat, or introduce them to someone with whom they may 
sit during the worship service. Let them know where they 
can find the restrooms. Please remember to tell the 
Pastor about the visitor (especially their name).  

the Prelude. Remain near the doors until the first hymn 
starts. That way if someone is running late they don’t 
have to hunt for a bulletin. If the sanctuary is crowded, 
help them find a seat.  

as soon as possible, as they will be collected during the 
first hymn.  

Ushers will collect prayer request cards from the 
center aisle while singing the first hymn and give them to 
the pastor. If you hold up the prayer request cards with 
both of your hands, it will be helpful for the congregation 
to know that you are collecting the prayer request cards.  

say: “You are not welcome!”  

and be ready at the back of the sanctuary before the 
music starts. It’s okay to get up while the Pastor is 
introducing the offering time.  

Pastor.  

sanctuary walk to the front of the outside aisles and 
move towards the back.  

begins and then walk up the center aisle and hand the 
plates to the Pastor.  

(bring a bulletin with you so you may pray as well) and 
then return to your seats at the close of the prayer. 

Slate Belt Free Community Meals 
1st Sunday of every month: 

East Bangor United Methodist 
4:00 pm – 610-588-4453 

 
3rd Sunday of every month: 

Ackermanville United Methodist 
1410 Ackermanville Rd., Bangor 

3:00 pm 4:30 pm 610-588-7818 

 

Please share this information so that those who are in 

need can find a free meal. 
If there is any doubt, please call the respective churches. 

 

  

Ackermanville United Methodist Church 
Mission Statement: 

Growing in Faith by sharing God’s Love 

*************************************** 
Would you like to be a Liturgist? Or a counter? Or 
would you like to become a greeter/usher? It's easy! 
Just sign up, or put a note in the offering plate, or let 
Debbie know. We would love for new people to get 
involved in these important aspects of the church. 
Thank you. 
 
 

Prayer List  
Please help us keep the prayer list up to date. If 
you would like someone to go on the prayer list, or 
removed from it, please use a prayer request card 
found in the pews or email the church at 
ackermanvilleumc@gmail.com 
Thank You. 
 

 

On-Line Giving  

DONATE TO ACKERMANVILLE UMC by 

using our new “On-Line Giving” link on our 

website. You can make a one-time donation, or set 

up regular (“recurring”) giving with this link. 

MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and American Express 

are accepted. Click on the “Welcome” tab in the 

upper left, then click on the “on-line giving” tab on 

the lower left. Then click on “Click Here”.  

Thank you 
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Special Envelopes  
If you have a special offering/donation (Love Fund, 
Community Meal, Memorial Fund, etc.) please put it in 
an envelope (blue & white envelopes available in 
pews), and list your name and what you are donating 
to, on the envelope, so we can give you credit at the 
end of the year. Thank you.  
 
 

 

Sponsoring Bulletins and Flowers 
Sponsoring altar flowers is a simple way to glorify 
God and beautify the altar. They can be placed in 
honor of someone, in memory of someone, in 
celebration of a birthday, anniversary, or other 
milestone, or just to give thanks for God's 
blessings. Your sponsorship and dedication will be 
printed in the bulletin for that Sunday. The same 
goes for sponsoring bulletins.  
The cost for sponsoring altar flowers is $40 and the 
cost for sponsoring bulletins is $10. Please consider 
signing up. If sponsoring flowers, call Albanese 
Florist (610-588-0441) or J.C. Bloom Designs (610-
588-3855) and place an order with them under the 
Ackermanville UMC account. Place the cost of 
flowers (or bulletins) in the offering plate on 
Sunday in a separate envelope, designating that it’s 
for the cost of the flowers or bulletins. Thank you.  
****************************************** 

Please let Pastor Sukja know if 
you or a loved one is in the 
hospital. She would love to 
support you and your family 
with a visit. She depends on 
you to share the information of 
which hospital the loved one is 

in. Please also let Pastor Sukja know of any other 
pastoral needs. The church phone number is 610-
588-7818. The parsonage number is 610-452-
2699. You can reach her by email: 
sukjabang53@gmail.com.  If you do not reach 
her, please leave a message. Thank you! 
 
 

Retirement celebration for 
Bishop Peggy Johnson, July 
26, on Zoom 

 

Eastern PA 
Conference 
leaders are 
planning a 
retirement 
celebration to 
bid a fond 
farewell to 
Bishop Peggy 
Johnson, after 
her 13 years of 
providing 

service and leadership here. The virtual 
farewell fete on Zoom is scheduled 
for Monday, July 26, at 6:30 to 8 
PM, and will include greetings from 
members of the conference and the NEJ 
College of Bishops, among others.   
 

To attend the farewell webinar click on 
the Zoom link. Webinar ID: 966 9511 
7530. Passcode: 891085.  Or join by 
telephone: US: +1 646 558 8656. Also, 
we are requesting the submission 
to communications@epaumc.org 
of photos of our bishop from across the 
conference 
 

In addition, we have created a 
Kudoboard where members and friends 
can post messages of gratitude for 
Bishop Johnson. Please visit the online 
board at  Expressions of Gratitude 
from the Eastern PA Conference to 
read some messages and add your 
own. You can add a note of gratitude 
and/or a 
picture: https://www.kudoboard.com/boar
ds/x2ms73OK 
 

Also, save the Date! 
A Welcome Celebration is being 
planned for Bishop John Schol as our 
new episcopal leader on Saturday, 
Sept. 18, at 10 AM, onsite and online at 
West Chester UMC. 
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Pastor                                        Rev. Dr. Sukja Bang 
                                       sukjabang53@gmail.com 
                                      Parsonage: 610-452-2699 

Church School 
Superintendent                              Jeff Sandercock 
Choir Director                                         Del Roberts 
Lay Leader                                              Barry Young 
Organist                                                      Cindy Doll 
Church Secretary                                   Debbie Hine 
                                               debhine84@gmail.com  
                                                       Cell: 610-393-4574 
The Ministers                          All the Congregation 
Online Giving 
                     www.ackermanvilleumc.org/donate 
 
 

Ackermanville United Methodist Church 
1410 Ackermanville Road 

Bangor PA  18013 
610-588-7818 

ackermanvilleumc@gmail.com  
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