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 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 

God—the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 

regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through 

the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from 

the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and 

apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 

And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  

 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:  

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

                                                                                                             (Romans 1:1-7) 

 

You probably know that names have meanings.  In our day and age many people know the 

meaning of their own name.  But these days, the meaning of a person’s name does not 

always accurately describe them.  Just because someone is named “Smith” doesn’t 

necessarily mean that they pound metal on an anvil.  Your neighbor Mr. Robertson probably 

does not have a father named Robert.  And so on. 

 

In the Bible, the meanings of names are far more important (as they still are in some other 

cultures).  Names were chosen carefully with great attention paid to their meaning.  This is 

especially true when God himself chose a person’s name.  “Adam” sounds like the Hebrew 

for “dirt, ground” as a reminder that Adam and all his descendants came from the dust 

fashioned by God’s creative power.  “Isaac”, “he laughs” was a reminder of the joy that 

Abraham and Sarah would feel—and also a humbling reminder that they had laughed when 

God had first told them that they would have a child in their old age. 

 

When it came to choosing the name for his Son, God did not leave it up to human beings.  

His angel told both Mary and Joseph that his Son's name was to be Jesus, "Savior."  Another 

name that stands out the most in today’s worship service is “Immanuel,” which means “God 

with us.”  God first announced that great name through the prophet Isaiah, and St. Matthew 

reminds us that the circumstances of Jesus’ virgin birth were the fulfillment of that 

prophecy.   

 

Paul doesn’t use the name “Immanuel” in our second lesson today from the book of 

Romans, but he describes what it means by telling us just who Jesus is.  The opening words 

of the letter to the Romans remind us that we can PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS BY 

HEARING GOD NAME NAMES.  In those verses 1) He clearly tells us who Jesus is, and 2) 

He clearly tells you who you are. 



 

I. God clearly identifies who Jesus is 

Of all of Paul's letters, and really all 66 books of the Bible, the book of Romans is the one 

that most thoroughly and completely lays out God's plan of salvation from A to Z.  So it's 

important for us to see how it starts.  Paul introduces himself and his work by saying that he 

is "called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God--the gospel he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to 

his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness 

was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” 

 

2019 (or so) years after his birth, the world still disagrees widely about exactly who Jesus 

Christ is.  But God has explained it clearly in these verses.  He is a person with two natures--

divine and human.  As far as his human nature goes, he is a descendant of David.  His 

mother Mary was in the family line of Israel’s old royal family.  That royalty was long gone 

and Israel was no longer a kingdom by the time the Virgin Mary was in Nazareth.  But it had 

been prophesied that a new king would come from the line of David.  

 

But he would be more than a human king!  He would be born of a virgin.  Isaiah prophesied 

it, and you heard the angel assure Joseph today that it was true.  He truly was the Son of 

God in every way.  And by the time Paul wrote, he had proven that divine power, not only 

by the miracles he performed in life but most of all by rising from the dead on the 3rd day 

after his crucifixion.  He was “declared with power to be the Son of God." 

 

A child with a human nature who is also the son of God.  It's important that we know and 

confess exactly who Jesus is; for God has tied your salvation to who Jesus is, and to our 

knowing and believing who he is.  He needed to be the Son of God because no human 

being could help us!  The human race—including you and me—had become so corrupted 

by sin that “outside help” was needed.  Not only that, but only God’s Son had the power to 

overcome Satan, to defeat his temptations, the strength to live perfecty for God in a very 

unholy world without faltering once.  And only the Son of God’s sacrifice upon the cross 

would be a sufficient payment to wipe out the trillion-dollar debt of sin.  No lesser event 

than God's own Son could pay that price.  The Savior needed to have a divine nature--to be 

truly God. 

 

But he also needed to be more than that.  I remember one Christmas at one of my churches 

we were delivering groceries to a needy person and I asked her if she knew who Jesus was.  

She answered, "He's the big guy upstairs."  I suppose she was right--but not completely 

right.  Jesus Christ was, and is, a real human being!  He had to endure what we endured to 

take our place.  He had to represent us before God as a real part of our human race, to be 

our perfect high priest.  He had to serve as our substitute in order to replace our sin with his 

holy life. 



 

Friends, preparing for Christmas means remembering and believing exactly who the Bible 

says this baby in the manger is.  Not just a miracle baby, but God's own Son.  Not just an 

example of how to live a good life, but the Creator of the universe, come down from heaven 

in love.  He's the one who loved you enough to volunteer to join the human race for you.  

That's who he is.  That’s his Name—Immanuel, “God-with-us”, the God-man.   

 

 

II. God also tells us clearly who we are 

It’s absolutely vital to know who Jesus is.  But as we do that, we also discover an amazing 

reality of who we are.  You gain a new identity based on who Jesus is and what he did for 

you.  Listen to how Paul described his readers in the church at Rome:  “you also are among 

those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ…To all in Rome who are loved by God 

and called to be saints.” 

 

In Jesus Christ’s name you also have a new name.  Paul says you are not just loved by God; 

you are called "saints."   What an incredible thing!  For a "saint", as you know, is a truly holy 

person. But that is what Paul calls the believers in that early church in Rome.  

 

Now maybe you look at that verse and wonder that if when Paul says "called to be saints" 

he is only talking about the future; that is is saying that one day God would call them to be 

saints in heaven, not that they were already saints.  But that's not true; Paul actually uses 

that term seven more times in this letter, and he uses it to refer to the believers that are still 

alive--a term for any and all the members of that early church in Rome..   

 

How could Paul call them saints?  More to the point, how can you and I be called saints?  

We hardly seem to fit the bill.  We struggle with imperfections, and not just little ones either.  

We're tempermental, disagreeable, selfish, greedy--you name it!  How can we be called 

saints? 

 

Really to be "holy" or a "saint" means to be "set apart."  And this helps us understand the 

incredible reality of what it means that we belong to Jesus Christ.  We have been set apart 

from the sinful world--not geographically, but in the mind of God.  With your sins forgiven, 

God no doesn’t see you as a mixture of good and bad.  In and because of Jesus Christ, he 

sees only good! So long as you come to him in Jesus' name--covered with the 

righteousness that is his gift to you in baptism--your sins have been so removed from your 

status before God that it’s as if you had lived your whole life without a single mistake.   

 

Think about what confidence that gives you before God!  Think about how boldly you can 

pray to God if you are a saint!  You probably know that some Christians turn to the “saints”, 

those few special famous believers of long ago, to help them with their troubles.  Paul says 

to you that you don’t need to turn to the saints because by faith in Jesus Christ you already 



are one!  You can turn to God through Jesus Christ knowing that you have the status of a 

saint. 

 

 Prepare for Christmas by remembering who you are in Christ.  Because Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem, you are called by God the exact opposite of what you deserve, not a sinner but a 

saint. 

 

 

And that understanding also helps us see our purpose in living.  For if God has called you a 

saint, then the life he has given you must have a God-given purpose.  Paul knew his 

purpose:  he was “a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 

gospel of God.”  Paul had the special task from Jesus, he explains, to travel to seek those 

among all the nations whom God had chosen and call them to faith.   

 

In today's Gospel you learned about Joseph.  He certainly had a unique purpose and calling 

from God—to marry a woman with a child that was not his own, believing God's promise 

that this was a miraculous conception.  We can't help but wonder if that decision to marry 

Mary might have resulted in a lot of ridicule for Joseph from those who knew about the 

pregnancy but didn't know or didn't believe the real, miraculous cause of it.  But Joseph was 

not deterred by any of that.  He did what the Lord commanded--and today people all of the 

world know the name of that humble, faithful carpenter from Nazareth.  He was a saint--but 

by God's grace so are you and I.   

 

What role has God given you, his saint, his dearly loved child holy by faith in Jesus? 

 What has God called you to be?  Even if he hasn't made you an apostle like Paul or the 

adoptive father of Jesus like Joseph--the name and role that God has given you is 

important.  Wife or husband, son or daughter or parent, neighbor and friend.  He has called 

you to be someone who hears and knows his Word so that you are able to speak about it 

when you are asked.  Those are callings God has given.   They are a part of the name that he 

has given you. 

 

Conclusion 

There are so many people who don’t know where they fit in.  Children not loved by parents, 

neglected and abused spouses, laid off workers who can’t get back into their old career, and 

so on.  There are a lot of miserable people out there because they don’t really understand 

who they are, and they feel so lost as a result. 

 

God tells you clearly who you are.  He has given you a special name.  And that is clearly 

connected to who Jesus Christ is.  Because he, the true God, became man for you, your #1 

identity is that you are a child of God, a forgiven sinner, a saint.    This Christmas thank God 

that he has told you who Jesus is, and who you are in him.  That’s the Gospel--that's the 

good news of Christmas!  Amen. 


