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 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up 

from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The 

night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 

Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify 

the desires of the sinful nature.  (Romans 13:11-14) 

 

 

Have you ever heard of the "doomsday clock"?  A group of atomic scientists has, ever 

since 1947, published their thoughts on how close the world is to being destroyed in a 

nuclear war.  They expressed it by means of a clock approaching midnight, or the end of 

the world.  When they first published their clock they set it at 7 minutes to midnight.  

Over the last 72 years the scientists have moved the clock moved forward and back 

more than 20 times as they felt the risk of nuclear war has risen and fallen.  What is it 

supposedly set at now?  11:58 pm -- 2 minutes to midnight. 

 

How much time does this world have left?  You know from the Bible that the simple 

answer is that we don't know.  But the Bible doesn't describe the end of this world as a 

disaster of human making but a divine act of God.  "The night is nearly over; the day 

is almost here."   The Bible says that this world has been trapped in a long dark night 

of sin and evil.  But that time is almost up.  The day is almost here!  The dawn of a new 

day is on the horizon, with new and wonderful blessings in store--but ONLY for those 

who know, only for those who remember, only for those who know about the coming of 

this dawn and are prepared for what it brings.   

 

DAYBREAK IS ALMOST HERE--this is not just something that we are to know with our 

heads but a reality that affects the way we live our lives every single day.   

 

I. Understand the times 

You heard Jesus in our Gospel reading compare his second coming to the coming of the 

flood.  The Bible tells us that Noah was not just a boat builder but a preacher.1  He did 

                                                           
1
 cf. 2 Peter 2:5 



try to warn the inhabitants of his day about the disaster that was coming.  But they 

refused to listen and perished. 

 

We need to know that the age we live in is not really any different.  And do this, 

understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your 

slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The 

night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

 

The world, Paul says, is not only in the dark but asleep.  And he even addresses the 

Christians when he says "the hour has come for you to wake up"--because all of us can 

get lulled into complacency when it comes to being ready for Jesus' coming.  All of us 

need to understand the present time and the nearness of Jesus' coming.  "The day is 

almost here!" 

 

You might have noticed that the world has sort of co-opted this terminology.  You've all 

heard the new term of being "woke."  That term is defined as being "alert" to things like 

racial, social, or economic equality and injustice.  There might be times when that would 

be a good thing.  But unfortunately, those who claim to be "woke" are very often still 

asleep by God's standard.  For they have often closed their eyes and their minds to the 

existence of God himself.  Those who act and live as if God is non-existent or 

unimportant are truly the ones with their heads in the sand!  To be truly "woke", Paul 

says, is to be aware of the nearness of God's coming, to know that there is not just 

human standards but divine judgments that every human being will face. 

 

But that's not all he wants us to remember.  For he says, "our salvation is nearer now 

than when we first believed."  Paul wants you to remember not just God's threats and 

punishments but his incredible, amazing salvation.  Here, too, we might wonder about 

how Paul can say that our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  Didn't 

you receive salvation when you believed, when you were baptized?  In a way, of course, 

you have salvation already because you have God's forgiveness of your sins through 

faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, painfully shed on a cross to cleanse you of your guilt.  

But in another sense, your salvation is still coming.  You're still in this dark world.  You 

still face threats, temptations, pain and danger and grief.  God wants to save you from 

all of that--and he has solemnly promised that he will, on the day when Jesus comes to 

take his people home.  

 

That day keeps on getting nearer and nearer.  For us to simply say, "We don't know 

when Jesus could come, it might not be for a thousand years"--that kind of misses the 

point.  The point that Paul hammers home is that the day is NEAR.  It could come today 

or tomorrow.  Every prophecy that had to be fulfilled has happened.  We take Paul's 



words to heart when we think, every day, that it could be this world's last!  The night is 

nearly over, the day is almost here! 

 

 

 

II. Live as those who understand the times 

So how does that affect our lives now?  Paul makes sure that we know exactly what it 

means.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let 

us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe 

yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 

desires of the sinful nature. 

 

It's a stereotype, but probably a true one, that a lot of crimes and nasty behaviors are 

more prevalent at night than in the daytime.  When are you more likely to have the 

doors of your house locked, at midnight or noon?  Apparently this has always been true 

(maybe it was even more true in ancient Rome when they didn't have electricity or 

streetlights!)  People are more willing to hide their misdeeds in the cover of darkness 

than to practice them publicly in the full light of day. 

 

Paul tells the early Christians to avoid such "deeds of darkness", the sort of things that 

people try to cover up.  Just so we know what he's referring to, he gives us a list, starting 

with "orgies and drunkenness...sexual immorality and debauchery."  He starts with the 

sexual and bodily kinds of sins, that were just as prevalent in ancient Rome as they are 

today.  These "lifestyle sins" weren't just wrong, they seriously endangered faith.  No 

one can live in open, public defiance of God's Word, to live in darkness and still claim to 

be a child of light. 

 

But he doesn't stop at those public, obvious types of sins.  He adds things like 

"dissension" and "jealousy".  Quarreling, envy and greed.  Things that are hidden from 

the world or maybe hidden in our own hearts.  The lesson is that Paul wants us to take 

all sin seriously, whether it is a public scandalous sin or a secret private grudge or 

obsession.  “Get rid of it all!” he urges. 

 

But how?  Doesn’t he make it sound so easy?  We know from hard experience that 

getting rid of sin in our lives is anything but easy!  How can we just take off our sins?  

How can we stop the bad habits and lifestyles that are so ingrained in us?  How can we 

purify our hearts from all the wrong, greedy, impure or angry and bitter thoughts that 

are lodged in them? 

 



Paul has an answer for us—the only answer.  “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  The 

way to deal with sinful attitudes is by clothing yourself with Jesus.  To put on Jesus as 

clothing is first of all to rely on his holiness to cover up all those sins before God.  In 

your baptism you received that clothing, and you put it on every day as you remember 

that he is your Savior through whom you will receive everlasting life! 

 

But clothing yourself with Christ also means remembering that you are a child of God as 

you live in this world. We are to see that clothing of Jesus covering us in our mind’s eye, 

to remember how much he has loved us, to remember that his law is a good plan and 

guide for us, to remember that he is coming back, to remember that honoring him 

means living according to his Word and living a life of love.  And Paul says that when 

those those thoughts occupy your mind, they will keep you from trying to figure out 

new ways to indulge our sinful natures.  Instead, our minds and talents will be occupied 

with the question of how we can honor Jesus and how we can serve other people.    

 

Conclusion 

Imagine how Noah’s family must have felt in the years while the ark was being built on 

their land.  Imagine what it must have been like to know that a worldwide destruction is 

coming, to know that the world you live in and the people you see are going to be 

wiped out—but that you have a spot reserved on the only rescue boat, a spot that you 

did not deserve but that you have by God’s grace alone.  Could you ever just forget 

about that situation as you saw the ark slowly being built?  Would you ever foolishly 

think that you were to act just like the people who would be destroyed for their sins?   

 

Your situation is not all that different.  You, too, have been told by God that the world 

you live in is headed for destruction.  But you have also been told that you will escape—

not because you earned it but because of God’s grace to you in Jesus Christ.  Don’t ever 

act like that salvation never took place!  Don’t ever act as though his return will never 

take place!  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  Put on the armor of light, 

and live as the people who know the times and know your destination.  Amen. 

 


