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     Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders. In a loud voice they sang:  
   "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,  
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength  
   and honor and glory and praise!"  
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, singing:  
   "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  
   be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"  
The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.  (Revelation 
5:11-14) 

 
In Jesus' name, dear friends, and especially Gage and Aurora on your confirmation day: 
 
 
When we get to heaven, what will we remember about life on earth? 
 
Will we remember everything?  Will the bad times and the sad things and the hurtful things 
that people did to us?  Or will we just forget them?  It's hard for us to imagine now that we 
could truly be happy if we remember some of the bad things that have happened to us here 
on earth.  At the same time, in order to appreciate how God has rescued you from a world of 
trouble and brought you to heaven--won't we have to be able to remember and appreciate 
just how much better heaven is than the life you and I are living right now? 
 
Maybe we get the start of an answer to that question in our second lesson from the book of 
Revelation, in the words that the enormous host of angels were singing to Jesus Christ as he 
stands there in glory, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 
 
The Lamb who was slain.  The crucifixion.  The crown of thorns and the nails and the 
suffering.  Those who are heaven can never forget that.  It's the reason why they are there--
because of the love of Jesus Christ for them.  And they can't forget why he had to die.  He 
died to pay for their sins.  For all eternity, they will never forget that most glorious, self-
sacrificing divine love that overcame our own guilt and redeemed us and made us holy.  
 
And so today, Gage and Aurora, as we see that heavenly scene, on your confirmation day the 
message we have for you from God's Word is:  DON'T FORGET.  Don't ever forget what you 



have learned from God's Word.  Don't forget your Savior's love.  Don't forget the promises 
of what he says is awaiting you for Jesus' sake. 
 
I. Don't forget what you have been taught about salvation 
Why would we forget?  How could we forget?  Well, unfortunately you and I as human 
beings are pretty good and forgetting things.  And I'm not just referring to forgetting the 
name of that person that you were just introduced to 15 minutes ago, or forgetting where 
you put your car keys or the television remote.   
 
We are expert "forgetters" of God's truth when we don't hear it pretty often.  A big reason 
for that is that we all have a sinful nature that never really wanted to learn or believe it in the 
first place.  The fact that we are creatures accountable to our Creator, that he and his Word 
come first before our own personal cravings and ambitions, that won't live on earth forever, 
that there is a judgment day coming...all those sorts of things our sinful nature is very happy 
to conveniently forget.   
 
Now, of course, there are ways to fight this.  The obvious one is to keep on hearing the 
Word of God, to read it and make it your own.  The temptation for Christian teenagers  is to 
assume 'I know it all' and just sort of shift into spiritual cruise control.  That doesn't work 
very well at all.  Jesus has lots of examples--sheep that wander off without a shepherd, 
plants that wither up and die in the hot sun--that talk about how we can't expect to make it 
through this life and to the next without the constant spiritual care of his Word in our lives.   
 
So don't forget.  Let God himself remind you of who he is and what his will is for you.  Don't 
forget the guidance that he gives you in his commandments, his loving will for your life, the 
truths about what it means to live in a way that pleases God.   
 
But even more than remembering God's commandments...don't ever forget his love.  Don't 
forget that God is not just a big guy in the sky who makes rules.  That's the way the 
unbelieving world sees God, if it sees him at all.  You have learned much more.  You've seen 
the cross of Jesus Christ and been taught what it means:  that you and I were doomed 
eternally because of our guilt, but that God came down and became a real human being just 
to spare you what you deserved, that he was willing to feel the awful pain and take the fall 
so that you could be free and forgiven.  That's the true God, a God of uncompromising 
holiness but incredible mercy and love all at the same time.  In our classes you have learned 
to know him.  Never forget!   
 
 
II. Don't forget about the wonderful goal ahead of you 
And don't forget also where you're going and what your real goal is.  Remember the scene 
that you saw described in that reading:  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand... I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 



singing:  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  be praise and honor and glory and 
power, for ever and ever!"  
 
Regularly hearing God's Word reminds you not only of what Jesus has done for you in the 
past.  It reminds you of what he has promised to do for you in the future...about that 
heavenly goal that John got to see in advance.  A glorious company of people and angels, 
safe forever from all harm and danger, praising God from the bottom of our hearts.  That's 
what God wants for you.  That's what Jesus died to win you. 
 
I think it's important to think about this because there are a lot of things in life that can drag 
you away from that perspective.   Gage and Aurora, you're about to start high school.  One 
of the things I'm learning as my first two kids have started high school is that almost as soon 
as you start you're being pushed into classes which hopefully can get you some college 
credit.  That's a really helpful thing.  But it also comes with some big questions.  What classes 
should you take?  Well, the counselors ask you, what career do you want to pursue?  It seems 
like in a blink of an eye you go from climbing on the monkey bars to having major life 
decisions being demanded of you.   
 
My point is that whether you are Christian or non-Christian, life throws a lot of busy things to 
occupy you.  Whatever career you pick, chances are it's not going involve you mindlessly 
pushing a button while you have lots of time to ponder and daydream.  You're going to be 
busy and face challenging situations.  If God sees fit to give you the blessing of being a 
parent someday, you're going to have another huge set of time-intensive responsibilities to 
deal with.  If your life is like a lot of people's today, it sometimes feels like just when you get 
one problem under control there are two more that pop up to take its place. 
 
Now it's not bad to be busy and have goals.  They can be exciting parts of your life.  The 
problem is that a lot of the goals we pursue are challenging enough and occupy so much of 
our effort and attention that we pretty easily start forgetting about the real goal--which is to 
be a part of that scene in Revelation chapter 5, that we make it through this life with our 
faith in Jesus Christ intact, that we are not just serving our own goals but serving him in life 
with the hope, by grace, of seeing him in the life to come. 
 
Don't forget.  Don't forget what Jesus says about where you're going.  Don't forget that 
heavenly vision that John shares with us.  Don't let the problems and stresses  of life drag 
you down.  Don't get distracted and don't get discouraged.    That doesn't mean that you 
walk away from life and go live as a hermit.  It means that every day you take your 
challenges to Jesus in prayer.  it means that you pray that Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil"--remembering that finally the way to be delivered from 
evil is for God to take you home.  That death is nothing to fear as long as you remember 
Jesus your Savior who rose from the dead.  That all your hopes and dreams will not be 
fulfilled in this life, but that thanks to Jesus Christ they will be fulfilled in the life to come. 
 
 



Conclusion 
The saints and angels sing, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain" to receive praise. 
 
 He is worthy.  He deserves it.  He could have stayed in heaven.  He could have just punished 
you for your sins.  He could have doomed you to hell eternally and no one would have any 
grounds for complaining that he was unfair if he had. 
 
But he didn't.  He chose to be slain.  He chose the cross.  He chose to suffer to give you new 
life.  That's why he is worthy. 
 
Don't forget that.  Don't forget that your life is not just about yourself.  Jesus is worthy of 
that place.  He is worthy of your time, worthy of your worship, worthy of your obedience, 
worthy of your praise.  You can give him that praise every day by the Christian life you live.  
You can give him that praise every Sunday by the worship you bring him here.  You can give 
him that praise eternally because he has promised you savation through the blood he shed. 
 
Don't forget!  We pray that God would help you not to forget, that his Holy Spirit will keep 
you always in the faith that you confess here today, until you reach your glorious goal.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
   


