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I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from 
the dead.   

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead,  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 3:8-14) 

 
The old baseball player Yogi Berra put it in his own unmistakable way:  "If you don't know 
where you're going, you might end up someplace else." 
 
If you wade through Yogi's muddled logic there's certainly a valuable truth to be found here.  
Life needs to have a goal.  Without one, you probably won't end up anywhere you would 
want to be.  But of course it's not just about having a goal, it's about having the right goals.  
If your goal is "get rich at all costs"... you might end up worse than if you had never set a 
goal at all. 
 
Another problem is that often our goals end up out of reach.  If I decide that I really should 
try to be an Olympic athlete, that goal is not really attainable.  (I doubt it would have been 
even if I had made it my goal at age 16!)   If your goal is to write your name in the history 
books...change the world...save the rain forests and clean up the oceans...those might all be 
laudable goals in their own way, but will you be able to say you accomplished them?  And 
how will you feel if you fail? 
 
The Bible verse for today reminds us of the ultimate goal.  For Christians it's like our "North 
Star" that all our other goals and ambitions must always focus around.  And as we hear Paul 
remind us of what it is he also tells us some things about it that might surprise us.  Today we 
notice TWO SURPRISES ABOUT RUNNING THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 
 
I. Surprise#1:  the need to strive 
What is that ultimate goal?  Listen to what Paul says about his goals which are also to be 
ours: 
 



I have lost all things...that I may gain Christ  and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from 
the dead.   

 
My goal is to gain Christ and his righteousness.  My goal is to know him, to suffer for him--
even to die for him, should he call upon me to do so--and one day to rise from the dead, to 
stand glorious in his glorious presence. 
 
Resurrection from the dead.  Talk about an unattainable goal!--at least when it comes to our 
own doing and powers.  Who can possibly make it their goal to conquer death?  And yet this 
is the goal because this is also God's goal for us, this is the purpose of his wonderful saving 
work in Jesus.   
 
And maybe that's the first surprising thing we notice about Paul's words--is that he feels that 
this goal is something he needs to strive for.  We are so used to hearing the truth that we 
are saved by God's grace alone--that is, salvation is entirely the work of Jesus and not based 
on our own works in any way.  And of course this is true, and in fact it's the words written by 
this very same apostle Paul that teach us this so clearly and powerfully:  "not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law...[but] the righteousness that comes from 
God."   
 
So why, then, if this is all a gift, does Paul feel the need to strive so hard to get it?  How can 
he say, "I want to know Christ"?  Don't we feel like saying to him, "Aren't you the apostle 
Paul??  Aren't you the inspired Bible writer, missionary on multiple continents?  How can you 
turn around now and say, 'I want to know Christ?'" 
 
And Paul answers:  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I 
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead,  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.   
 
God's gift of salvation is indeed a gift.   Eternal life is a gift of grace.  But we're not in heaven 
yet!   We haven't yet reached that goal.  Like Paul, we have not yet been made perfect.  We 
have a sinful nature that wants to drag us away from the straight path of salvation and into 
all kinds of actions and attitudes that dishonor God.  It tries to convince us that we are 
"good people", that we are surely more moral than most others so that a little sin and vice 
won't hurt.  We live in a world that opposes God and rejects the idea that Jesus alone is the 
way of salvation or even that he is needed.  We are placed into situations where we are 
tempted to deny what we believe in order to avoid making upsetting someone else. 
 



These dangers to our faith are real!  They have waylaid other Christians in the past.  They are 
a threat to salvation.  And they require our constant attention, effort, and striving--not at all 
to earn forgiveness or grace, but to keep hold on that for which, as Paul says, Jesus took 
hold of us when he suffered and died for us, when he washed us clean in baptism and made 
us his own. 
 
 
II. Surprise #2:  the sacrifices are made gladly 
If heaven is our real goal, then, anything that hinders us and threatens keep us from 
reaching that goal will need to be sacrificed.  That sounds like it would be a very difficult and 
painful thing.  But here's perhaps the second surprise about running the Christian race:  the 
sacrifices that we must make to reach that goal are ones that we make gladly for Jesus' 
sake.  Listen again to Paul: 
 

I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I 
may gain Christ  and be found in him... 

 
Think about Paul's life and what he had given up.  As Saul of Tarsus, he was a respected 
young Pharisee, full of zeal, entrusted with the task of defending the law by the Sanhedrin 
so that he was apparently in charge of their persecution of Christians.  Likely he would one 
day have become a member of the Sanhedrin, the great authoritative body of Jewish 
leaders.  Now, thanks to his faith in Jesus, he had lost all of that.  He was not just an outcast, 
but hated and persecuted.  In fact, he wrote this letter as a prisoner in Rome as a result of 
threats and false accusations made by the very people who had once admired him.  He had 
lost even his personal freedom! 
 
But what does he say about all this?  "I consider them rubbish."  Compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Jesus, of the assurance of forgiveness and promise of heaven--all of 
this human admiration and personal pride is worse than garbage.  He was glad to be where 
he was, despite everything that he had lost.   
 
And so it is for us.  We make those sacrifices gladly.  Now I don't mean to say that doing so is 
easy.  Losing a friend, being accused of bigotry or closed mindedness, saying no to financial 
gain, fighting temptation and our own sinful pride--those types of things are never easy to 
endure, no matter how long you've been a Christian.   
 
But what these verses do tell us is that as difficult as those things are, we never need to be 
on the fence about whether or not those sacrifices are worth it.  When we contemplate the 
love he showed us in coming to be our Savior, in suffering torture and death; when we 
consider the love he has shown us n bringing us to faith in him, as well as providing for our 
needs; when we consider the future blessings he promises for those who remain in that 
faith in him--we will be glad to sacrifice even otherwise valuable things, and certainly our 
own pride in ourselves, for the sake of remaining in his grace. 



 
Conclusion 
There's an old quote of unknown origin that says:  "No one gets out of life alive." 
 
But that quote is wrong.  There is a way to get out of life alive.  And you might say that this is 
the real goal in life--to make it out alive, that is, to make it through all the dangers and 
temptations with your new life of faith in Jesus still intact--the one thing necessary for 
everlasting life. 
 
So knowing that this is the case--we run our Christian race.  Don't be surprised that's its 
challenging, just as it was even for Paul.  Don't be surprised if there are sacrifices to be 
made--but make them gladly for Jesus' sake.  And with his power and protection, you will 
make it out alive and, as Paul said, attain to the resurrection of the dead.  That is your goal!  
God strengthen you in your daily running of your race.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


