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 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
  “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:13-16) 

 
When our church body sends a missionary out to a new location to try to start a 
congregation, it doesn't always happen.  Sometimes a mission pastor will work for a few 
years in a location, but not enough people are gathered to ever get a congregation off the 
ground.  That doesn't mean it was a waste of time, of course.  Anytime God's Word is shared 
it will always have a good result in one way or another.  But let's not think that it's always a 
given that a church gets started, that it's ever easy to start up a new church that will be 
there in 20 years' time, that it ever gets to the point where it has its own building. 
 
So why did it happen here?  Was it just a good place at a good time in a growing community?  
Was it because of the energy and gifts of that missionary pastor Hayes?  Was it because of 
help from Grace Lutheran which ultimately resulted in the merger of the two groups in 2007?  
There may be truth in all of those things.  But ultimately the answer is that God wanted to 
have a church here, a church that preaches his pure Gospel of grace and salvation.  In his 
love for us God made us a church, and in his love for this community God wants us to be a 
church that shares his wonderful truths. 
 
This really what Jesus is saying to us in the Gospel reading I chose for today.  He speaks to 
his people, his Christians, about who we are and what we are to do.  And as we 
commemorate 20 years of mission and 10 years of ministry in this building it will be a good 
reminder to us of what we're all about, why we exist and where we're going. 
 
"At Crown of Life, we are Jesus' people:  salt and light" 
 1. This is a gift that leads us to praise 
 2. This is a necessary calling and mission for us all 
 
I. You are salt and light--what a gift of God's grace! 
"You are the salt of the earth...you are the light of the world."  Before we talk about what 
those pictures mean, understand, please, that these are not just Jesus handing out 
compliments.  He isn't praising us for our intellect or our natural integrity. Quite the 
opposite!  If we are salt and light it can only be that Jesus has MADE us salt and light, 
because by ourselves we are only sinners.   
 



But it was God's plan, it is God's plan, to create in this sinful world a people that are his holy 
people.  That meant that his Son would have to atone for their sins with a perfect life and a 
perfect and holy sacrifice that canceled their debt.  That meant that his Holy Spirit would 
have to give them a new birth, so that they are no longer ruled by their old sinful selves but 
have a new heart that trusts his grace, loves God and serves him.  None of that was 
something we could do.  God had to do it all.  And this is what he has done for us!  We are 
the very people of God, the chosen ones of this world, saved by grace and called to faith in 
God's incredible, loving plan! 
 
And so what does that make us?  We are salt.  We are light.  Let's talk first about the salt.  
Today its main use is as a seasoning--the reason why we can't stop eating potato chips.  In 
ancient times it was even more important as a preservative, to prevent spoiling.  Both of 
those meanings fit with Jesus' picture.  He is saying: you are what keeps this world from 
rotting!  You are what keeps this world from being so tasteless and insipid that God would 
have to spit it out of his mouth. 
 
And you are the light of the world.  The rest of the world is in the darkness and we are the 
"city on a hill [that] cannot be hidden."  We know, of course, that Jesus called himself the 
light of the world (John 8:12).  So if he calls you and me the light of the world that can only 
mean that his light shines through us.   
 
And so today, for us to understand just what a wonderful gift of God it is that we are a 
church;  not just a social club or a successful business or even a charity, but a CHURCH; to 
see that Jesus is saying that people who worship him are special among all the earth, 
different from a rotting dark world, that he called us and made us his own; the fact that you 
and I are in a church is something for which we ought to fall down on our knees and thank 
Jesus.  Thank him that he came and found us and saved us from a world that is headed for 
the trash heap and made us his own special people.  We are the Church, and we ought to 
praise God that he called us to that incredible status. 
 
II. We are salt and light - this is a necessary calling and mission 
But of course it doesn't end there.  Because in those terms Jesus is not just telling us who 
we are but also reminding us of what we are called to do.  In his words we are reminded of 
the mission of Crown of Life and of every member of it. 
 
A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.    Jesus didn't make us salt and light so that we could be shoved in the back of the 
spice rack and never used, or stuck under a bushel basket so that the light is hidden.  He 
made us what we are so that we can affect the world we live in.   
 
Maybe we're inclined to be pessimistic about this.  "Nobody will listen to me."  "What can I 
do that will make a difference?"  "The world is gettng more and more hostile to Christian 



views."  It's true that in other places Jesus often enough predicts things like persecution, 
ridicule and suffering for his people as they try to live Christian lives and give a Christian 
witness. 
 
But that isn't the only outcome.  Look at what he says here:  "they will see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven."  Jesus says:  you are my salt and light, and you will make a 
difference.  People will notice.  People will see.  And they will be led to praise me. 
 
Crown of Life 20 years ago was founded as a mission church.  It is still a mission church!  It 
must be a mission church!  Because the mission of the church doesn't stop when a church 
gets to a certain size or age, just because now we've enjoyed a nice building, just because 
we now have enough people here to pay for our own pastor and pay the light bill.  Our 
mission is not just to keep existing, but to shine the light of Jesus Christ in this part of God's 
world.   
 
Why?   Part of the answer, the biggest part, is just that it comes naturally.  Salt flavors.  Light 
shines.  If this is who we are, then this is what will happen.  Kindness to others.  Wanting 
people who don't know God to know him, wanting people who are hurting physically and 
spiritually to be helped by the Word of God--how could we not want to do those things, now 
that we know that Jesus Christ is the Savior who has loved you and invites all people to 
believe in him and be saved. 
 
But there is another reason Jesus cites.  And it's a warning--to each of us and to all of us.  If 
the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  (In Jesus' day the common salt that was 
obtained from the shores of the Dead Sea had impurities that could eventually cause it to 
"spoil" and lose its effect.)   What good is salt that isn't salty?   You can't eat it.  It doesn't 
work to preserve food.  It's still bad for plants so you can't even toss it in your garden.  The 
only place to toss it is on the footpath.   
 
For a Christian to lose his or her "saltiness" means to lose, or to hide, the truths which make 
us different and unique from the world.  To want to blend in and just be like everyone else in 
society.  But in that case why follow Jesus in the first place?   What good is a Christian that 
doesn't serve and proclaim Christ with our life and with our words?   What good is a church 
that doesn't preach and share the good news of Jesus' death and resurrection for sinners 
and call them to repent, that doesn't aggressively look for ways to declare that truth?     
 
Yes, Crown of Life is a mission church--most of all because we want to be, but make no 
mistake it is also because we must be--or else Jesus, as he warns, will surely come and take 
away all these blessings he has given us and toss us out to be trampled.  
 
Conclusion 



How do we do that?  There are so many ways.  I encourage you all to stay after this service as 
at our open forum we're going to talk about some of those very things.  But for now I'll 
leave you  with this thought. 
 
One of the basic instinctive goals for every human being is to make a difference.  Nobody 
would ever want to reach the end of their life and feel like that life didn't really matter.  
That's why evolution with its assertion that we are all just random blobs of short-lived 
cosmic dust is so utterly unsatisfying and empty.   
 
Jesus says to you, his child:  you are salt of the earth and you are light of the world.  Your life 
matters to him--not only in that he gave himself so that you could have life, but that he gave 
you a calling that makes a difference in the world.  Praise him that he has given us this 
chance--not only in our own lives but together at a place called Crown of Life.  May our 
Savior lead us every day to live as the salt and light he calls us to be!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


