
 

 

 

             
 Chapter 9:  Glorious Christ, glorious service 

The lives we live for Jesus are glorious not because of ourselves but because we are living for him.  In 

this chapter we see Jesus showing his glory and teaching us about where and how we can find true glory 

in our lives, through humble service to one another. 

 
Note:  Chapter 9 verse 1 is a challenging verse that we included with chapter 8 - see the "bonus 
questions" in last week's lesson if you want some insight into this verse.   
 

Gospel Gem #1:  The transfiguration of Jesus (9:1-13) 

Why do you think Jesus only took three disciples with him for this event?  (see verse 9) 

 

What would the value of this event be for these three men?  What meaning does it have 

for us?  (see Peter's own reflection on this in 2 Peter 1:16-19) 

 

Why would God have Moses and Elijah appear? 

 

What paradox is there in Peter's words in verses 5 and 6? 

 

What reaction did Jesus' prediction of his resurrection produce?  (verse 10) 

 

The disciples understood from this appearance that Jesus HAD to be the promised Messiah.  Yet, the 

teachers of the law said the "Elijah must come first".  This is a reference to the very last verses of the Old 

Testament, Malachi 4:5-6.  Who was that promised Elijah, based on Jesus' words? 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2: Healing a possessed boy (9:14-29) 

There is a famous painting of the Transfiguration by the Renaissance painter Raphael that 

combines these two stories:  the transfiguration alongside the other apostles trying to 

help the man with a demon-possessed son. 

 

What awful symptoms did the demon possession cause in the boy? 

 

Earlier, the apostles had been given authority to drive out evil spirits (chapter 6 verse 7).  Why were they 

unable to help in this case?  (see Jesus' explanation in verses 28-29--what does he mean?) 

 

What sad comment does Jesus make as he prepares to help? 



 

What timeless answer does the father give when Jesus points out his lack of faith, and why is it 

appropriate for all of us? 

 

What good reminders could we gain from this story as we try to help people with severe physical or 

emotional problems? 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3: Lessons through a child (9:33-41) 

 It's sad to see the disciples arguing about greatness.  How might the previous events of 

this chapter have led to such an argument?  What does their silence in verse 34 show? 

 

What profound truth does Jesus want us to know about greatness in his kingdom? 

 

How did bringing in a little child further emphasize this point? 

 

Why did John and the others try to stop a man from casting out demons in Jesus' name?  How did Jesus 

reply, and what lesson can we learn? 

 

How do Jesus' words in verses 37 and 41 motivate us in lives of Christian service? 

 

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

Jesus' closing remarks in verses 42-50 raise a number of interesting questions.  In some cases it is a little 

difficult to connect the points together. 

 What very important point does Jesus make about the little ones in verse 42?  What warning 

accompanies it? 

 What lesson is Jesus trying to teach in verses 43-49?  (It's not self-mutilation!) 

 Verse 49 is a bit cryptic.  What might it mean? 

 What is symbolized by the "salt" in verse 50? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

             
 Chapter 9:  Glorious Christ, glorious service - answer pages 

The lives we live for Jesus are glorious not because of ourselves but because we are living for him.  In 

this chapter we see Jesus showing his glory and teaching us about where and how we can find true glory 

in our lives, through humble service to one another. 

 
Note:  Chapter 9 verse 1 is a challenging verse that we included with chapter 8 - see the "bonus 
questions" in last week's lesson if you want some insight into this verse.   
 

Gospel Gem #1:  The transfiguration of Jesus (9:1-13) 

Why do you think Jesus only took three disciples with him for this event?  (see verse 9) 

This follows Jesus' desire not to attract unwanted attention for his miraculous signs that 

we have seen in recent chapters.  Three witnesses were enough to verify its reality, but 

made it less likely that they would speak about it before they had been permitted. 

 

What would the value of this event be for these three men?  What meaning does it have for us?  (see 

Peter's own reflection on this in 2 Peter 1:16-19) 

Peter could state that he was an eyewitness to Jesus' full majesty that testifies that he truly was the 

Son of God and the Savior.  This helps our faith as well!  It would also be an encouragement to them as 

they watched Jesus suffer and die in a few months.  In a similar way, the knowledge of future glory 

encourages us as we endure the hardships of earthly life. 

 

Why would God have Moses and Elijah appear? 

Perhaps God's two greatest prophets of the whole Old Testament.  For the Jews these were some of 

the most amazing heroes of their past--and yet Jesus' glory was far greater still!   It also pointed to the 

reality of the future glory of the resurrection (although in Elijah's case, he had never physically died 

but was taken bodilly to heaven--2 Kings 2:11-12). 

 

What paradox is there in Peter's words in verses 5 and 6? 

He wanted to stay there--and yet he was terrified.  For us to be ready to experience heavenly glory, 

our sin must be fully removed.  One day we will experience this! 

 

What reaction did Jesus' prediction of his resurrection produce?  (verse 10) 

They were confused about what he meant.  They failed to take his words literally.  (Some make the 

same mistake today with other words of Jesus--"This is my body."  "This is my blood.") 

 



The disciples understood from this appearance that Jesus HAD to be the promised Messiah.  Yet, the 

teachers of the law said the "Elijah must come first".  This is a reference to the very last verses of the Old 

Testament, Malachi 4:5-6.  Who was that promised Elijah, based on Jesus' words?   Malachi's words 

were a prophecy about John the Baptist, who had been executed earlier (6:14-29).  He was the 

forerunner of the Savior. 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2: Healing a possessed boy (9:14-29) 

There is a famous painting of the Transfiguration by the Renaissance painter Raphael that 

combines these two stories:  the transfiguration alongside the other apostles trying to 

help the man with a demon-possessed son. If you're interested, view it online. 

 

What awful symptoms did the demon possession cause in the boy?  Severe seizures, an inability to 

speak, and attempts at self-harm. 

 

Earlier, the apostles had been given authority to drive out evil spirits (chapter 6 verse 7).  Why were they 

unable to help in this case?  (see Jesus' explanation in verses 28-29--what does he mean?)   Their failure 

to pray seems to indicate that they were attributing to themselves the power to do these miracles, 

rather than realizing that it was really only Jesus' power that could do them. 

 

What sad comment does Jesus make as he prepares to help?  "O unbelieving generation...how long 

shall I say with you?"  There was a lack of faith being shown by everyone involved.  And yet in his 

mercy he does help this family! 

 

What timeless answer does the father give when Jesus points out his lack of faith, and why is it 

appropriate for all of us?  "I do believe...help me overcome my unbelief!"  We are true believers in 

Jesus as our Savior--and yet we often also simultaneously have a lack of faith in his help and power.  

Our faith is far from perfect and is in need of strength every day! 

 

What good reminders could we gain from this story as we try to help people with severe physical or 

emotional problems?   We humbly trust in God's power more than our own wisdom and skill--but we 

shouldn't shy away from doing our utmost to help in Jesus' name!  It highlights the importance of 

prayer for all of our tasks. ("ora et labora" - "pray and labor" was the old medieval motto)   We also 

shouldn't short-change Jesus' power to help in surprising ways even when there are severe problems. 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3: Lessons through a child (9:33-41) 

 It's sad to see the disciples arguing about greatness.  How might the previous events of 

this chapter have led to such an argument?  What does their silence in verse 34 show? 

The fact that Jesus only chose 3 disciples for the transfiguration, as well as the others' 

failure to help the boy, might have led to resentment or boasting.  The disciples' 

embarrassed silence shows that they realized that they had been displaying sinful pride. 



 

What profound truth does Jesus want us to know about greatness in his kingdom? 

Greatness in his eyes comes through humility and selflessness, not power and control and worldly 

fame. 

 

How did bringing in a little child further emphasize this point?  Welcoming and helping a small child 

was probably something the disciples would have considered an extremely humble task, not worthy of 

note or mention.  Yet this was the sort of task that was great in Jesus' eyes!  (What an encouragement 

for Christian teachers!) 

 

Why did John and the others try to stop a man from casting out demons in Jesus' name?  How did Jesus 

reply, and what lesson can we learn?   Quite possibly it was jealousy--the disciples thought that such 

activity was their exclusive prerogative.  Jesus' words remind us that we should not be jealous of other 

Christian ministries that seem to be experiencing more success than our own! 

 

How do Jesus' words in verses 37 and 41 motivate us in lives of Christian service? 

We are serving him when we serve others!  This makes our service an incredible honor.  In addition, he 

graciously promises to remember and reward those who support and help other Christians even in the 

smallest of ways.   

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

Jesus' closing remarks in verses 42-50 raise a number of interesting questions.  In some cases it is a little 

difficult to connect the points together. 

 What very important point does Jesus make about the little ones in verse 42?  What warning 

accompanies it?   He says that they believe in him!  This is an important verse that testifies to 

the faith of small children.  How vital it is that we protect this childlike faith in God's promises 

and not do anything to destroy or damage it! 

 What lesson is Jesus trying to teach in verses 43-49?  (It's not self-mutilation!)  It is not really a 

hand, foot, or eye that causes us to sin--our sin comes from within our hearts (remember what 

Jesus had said in 7:20-23).  We need a new heart that can only be God's gift.  However, Jesus' 

words also show us in the strongest way possible that we are to continually make every effort 

to uproot sin in our lives.   

 Verse 49 is a bit cryptic.  What might it mean?   It may go with the preceding verses as a 

description that everyone in hell will suffer its torments.  Some have taken "everyone" in a 

broader sense to include even the suffering that God's people have to endure during this life.  

"Salt" usually had a positive connotation (see the next question) 

 What is symbolized by the "salt" in verse 50?     Believers are called "the salt of the earth" 

(Matthew 5:13).  To "have salt in yourselves" meant to hold onto their saving faith rather than 

losing saltiness which could result in an irreversible loss of salvation.  They could show their 



faith by being at peace with each other, rather than the foolish rivalries they had been 

showing.   

 

 

 


