
 

 

 

             
 Chapter 8:  The cross comes into view 

In this chapter Jesus first predicted his death to his disciples.  Although they were horrified, Jesus used 

this as the opportunity to teach and clarify what God's plan was all about--including his plan for our own 

earthly lives. 

 

 
Gospel Gem #1:  Another miracle of food (8:1-10) 

Why did Jesus speak to his disciples again about the crowds' need for food? 

 

Why would their answer have been disappointing to him? 

 

The details of the miracle are almost the same as the feeding of the 5,000 in chapter 6.  What are some 

reasons why Jesus performed a nearly identical miracle again? 

 

Aside from this, what are some reasons why, do you think, that God wanted Mark to record such a 

similar incident a second time?  In other words, what are we supposed to learn and apply from this 

repetition? 

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2: Yeast and lack of understanding (8:11-21) 

Why was it incredibly hard-hearted of the Pharisees to demand a sign from Jesus?  Why 

weren't they satisfied with the things he had already been doing? 

 

How did Jesus respond?  (notice the emotion displayed) 

 

With this thought on his mind as he returned to the disciples, what warning did Jesus give them?  What 

did it mean?   

 

What did the disciples think Jesus must be talking about, and why was this frustrating to Jesus?  

(remember what was said after the first food miracle - see 6:52) 

 

Why is the dullness of the disciples still a danger to us? 

 

 



 

Gospel Gem #3:  A prediction and a warning (8:27-38) 

 Jesus starts the conversation with his apostles by asking them to focus on who he is.  

What did Peter and the others realize, which most Israelites did not yet see? 

 

However, the conversation that follows shows a terrible lack of understanding about what the job of 

"Christ" actually meant.  What were some reasons why Peter tried to rebuke Jesus about this? 

 

What does Jesus show Peter by his stinging rebuke and the name that he used? 

 

Jesus uses this opportunity, though, to teach all Christians about what it means to be his disciple and 

follower.  What can we learn from a close look at Jesus words... 

 a)  from the worst "must" in verse 35 

 

 b) as we see self-denial paired with "take up his cross" 

 

 c) from Jesus' comparisons in verses 36 & 37 

 

 d) from Jesus' stern warning in verse 38 

 

 

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

What makes Jesus healing of the blind man (8:22-26) unique among Jesus' miracles? 

 

Chapter 9 verse 1 goes with the section at the end of chapter 8.  It is a challenging verse.  What are 

some possibilities of what it means? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

             
 Chapter 8:  The cross comes into view - answer page 

In this chapter Jesus first predicted his death to his disciples.  Although they were horrified, Jesus used 

this as the opportunity to teach and clarify what God's plan was all about--including his plan for our own 

earthly lives. 

 

 
Gospel Gem #1:  Another miracle of food (8:1-10) 

Why did Jesus speak to his disciples again about the crowds' need for food? 

He felt sorry for the crowd's physical need, as he says (v. 2) and also wanted to give the 

disciples an opportunity to express their faith in him (which they had failed to do earlier 

in a similar situation, 6:35-38) 

 

Why would their answer have been disappointing to him? 

Again they do not seem aware of Jesus' power or even think of asking him for help (note that they say, 

where can anyone get bread...) 

 

The details of the miracle are almost the same as the feeding of the 5,000 in chapter 6.  What are some 

reasons why Jesus performed a nearly identical miracle again? 

First, there's the basic reason that the crowd again had the same need as before.  Secondly, his 

disciples clearly needed another example of his power to help.   

 

Aside from this, what are some reasons why, do you think, that God wanted Mark to record such a 

similar incident a second time?  In other words, what are we supposed to learn and apply from this 

repetition?    There are several good lessons to learn, among them:   

    1) Jesus' grace and blessing are not one-time events but constant, continual outpourings of love 

(think of how often we need not just food, but forgiveness of sins, for example!)   

   2) We get to see Jesus' patience with the disciples.  How glad we can be that Jesus gives us more 

than one opportunity to learn his truth--we often don't learn very well the first time, either! 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2: Yeast and lack of understanding (8:11-21) 

Why was it incredibly hard-hearted of the Pharisees to demand a sign from Jesus?  Why 

weren't they satisfied with the things he had already been doing?   In hard-hearted 

unbelief They claimed that only a sign FROM HEAVEN would satisfy their demand.  But 



later on there would be such signs (see John 12:28-29 and think of the sun going dark at the 

crucifixion) and yet these enemies were not satisfied with those miraculous events, either.  

 

How did Jesus respond?  (notice the emotion displayed)   His deep sigh shows his sadness over being 

rejected by those he came to save--but he refused to satisfy their demand that came not from faith 

but from unbelief.   

 

With this thought on his mind as he returned to the disciples, what warning did Jesus give them?  What 

did it mean?   "Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod."  Yeast is almost always a picture 

of sin and wickedness, in both the Old and New Testaments.  The parallel account in Matthew 16:5-12 

spells out that Jesus was referring to the false teaching of his enemies.  Here it probably refers 

specifically also to the fact that they refused to accept the numerous testimonies about Jesus and 

always demanded more signs and wonders. 

 

What did the disciples think Jesus must be talking about, and why was this frustrating to Jesus?  

(remember what was said after the first food miracle - see 6:52)   The disciples continued to be fixated 

on their physical need for food.  They should have known, after all of these miracles, that they were 

surely in no need to worry about starving to death!  But they weren't bothering to deeply ponder the 

spiritual truths Jesus tried to teach them, and only cared about their next meal. 

 

Why is the dullness of the disciples still a danger to us? 

We make the same mistake as the disciples when we obsess over paying the bills, over a particular 

purchase or hobby or physical problem, but don't think enough about our spiritual state or about the 

needs of others.  When we worry and fuss over smaller things it betrays a lack of faith in Jesus' ability 

to provide all we need and more! 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:  A prediction and a warning (8:27-38) 

 Jesus starts the conversation with his apostles by asking them to focus on who he is.  

What did Peter and the others realize, which most Israelites did not yet see? 

Peter speaks for the group when he confesses his belief that Jesus is the Christ, the long-

promised Messiah and Savior.  In spite of all the dullness they show, the Holy Spirit was still bringing 

them to saving faith! 

 

However, the conversation that follows shows a terrible lack of understanding about what the job of 

"Christ" actually meant.  What were some reasons why Peter tried to rebuke Jesus about this? 

On one level we assume that he just wanted the best for Jesus and hated to hear about him suffering.  

On another level, however, Peter's words are selfish; he was hoping to be a part of a great Messianic 

kingdom on earth, and he wanted to share in what he thought would be Jesus' gloroius triumph, not in 

pain and suffering!  (cf. Jesus' words in verse 33 - "you have in mind...the things of men.") 

 

 



What does Jesus show Peter by his stinging rebuke and the name that he used? 

Peter was unwittingly serving as Satan's pawn in trying to steer Jesus away from doing his Father's 

will and completing his mission.   

 

Jesus uses this opportunity, though, to teach all Christians about what it means to be his disciple and 

follower.  What can we learn from a close look at Jesus words... 

 a)  from the worst "must" in verse 35 

The cross is not optional!  It is a part of Jesus' plan for every Christian. 

 b) as we see self-denial paired with "take up his cross" 

This helps us understand what Jesus means by "cross."  While it may include suffering at the hands of 

external enemies of God, it also includes struggling against one's own sinful flesh on a daily basis. 

 c) from Jesus' comparisons in verses 36 & 37 

To refuse to carry the cross means forfeiting salvation itself!  And Jesus makes it clear that this would 

be such a costly loss that not all the wealth in the world could compensate for it. 

 d) from Jesus' stern warning in verse 38 

In the same way, Jesus warns that those who deny him on earth will lose their heavenly reward.  

However, even this terrible sin is one for which Jesus died and for which there can be repentance and 

forgiveness while earthly life lasts (think of how Jesus restored Peter after his denials and after the 

resurrection, John 21:15-19). 

 

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

What makes Jesus healing of the blind man (8:22-26) unique among Jesus' miracles? 

It is the only miracle that is done in stages--where there was less than an instant healing and Jesus 

laid hands on the man a second time.  Of course, this wasn't due to any lack of power on Jesus' part!  It 

seems to be a way of giving the man a fuller appreciation for just how perfect his eventual healing 

was. 

 

Chapter 9 verse 1 goes with the section at the end of chapter 8.  It is a challenging verse.  What are 

some possibilities of what it means? 

The reason the verse is challenging is that it seems to suggest that some of the disciples would not die 

until Judgment Day, which certainly seems unlikely if we are talking about their earthly lives.  There 

are, however, a couple of alternate possibilities: 

1)  The believing disciples would not "taste death" because they would not really die, they would go 

on living in heaven (cf. John 11:26, "whoever lives and believes in me will never die.")   

2)  That the phrase "the kingdom of God comes with power" refers not to Judgment Day but to a 

different event.  This could mean the transfiguration (which only "some", three of them witnessed); to 

the resurrection; to Pentecost and the powerful outpouring of the Spirit.   The problem with this 

interpretation is that Jesus had clearly been talking about Judgment Day in 8:38, so one would expect 

9:1 to be referring to the same event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


