
 

 

 

             Chapter 4:  The Parables 

Mark has fewer of Jesus' parables than the other gospels, but this chapter contains several of them.  

According to Jesus himself, this is a way in which he could both reveal and conceal the truths of the 

kingdom.  May we make the effort to understand the truths that Jesus wants his people to know! 

 
Gospel Gem #1:  Jesus interprets the sower story (4:2-8, 13-20) 

Why is it helpful that Jesus himself interprets the parable?  Does he do this with every 

parable?  Why not? 

 

What four things may happen when the Gospel is preached, according to Jesus' 

illustration? 

 

Agree or disagree?  While the four soils can be four different groups of people who hear the word, all 

four results are also possible in our own hearts and lives. 

 

What important lessons can we take from this parable... 

o ...as hearers of the Word? 

o ...as sharers of the Word? 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2:  The kingdom grows...all by itself (4:26-29) 

This short parable is found only in Mark's Gospel.  Although Jesus does not interpret it for 

us, its similarity to the previous story helps us understand it.  What is evidently 

represented by the seed being planted? 

 

What do these phrases tell us about how the Word of God works? 

 "Night and day" 

 "Whether he sleeps or gets up" 

 "Though he does not know how" 

 "All by itself" 

 

What is represented by the harvest?  What should we realize from the phrase "As soon as the grain is 

ripe"? 

 



Jesus says that "This is what the kingdom of God is like."  How is this idea of a kingdom radically 

different than any other, and from what many people of Jesus' day thought that the Messiah's kingdom 

would be?  

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:   The kingdom grows...tremendously!  (Mark 4:30-32) 

Again Jesus uses the illustration of seeds growing.  What makes the mustard seed unique, 

according to Jesus?  Yet, what is the resulting plant that it produces? 

 

How is the Word of God's planting seem to be a small and insignificant seed?  How are its results like the 

huge plant that grows? 

 

Think of examples from history.  How did Jesus' parable hold true in the story of the Christian church?  

Can you think of additional historical examples? 

 

How is this parable a huge encouragement for us in our Christian lives and our work as a church? 

 

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

What did Jesus answer initially when the disciples asked him about the parable (4:11-12)?  What dual 

purpose did the parables serve?  Verse 12 is a quote from Isaiah; what strong warning does it contain? 

 

Briefly identify the point of Jesus' other short parables in this chapter--the lamp on a stand (4:21-23) and 

the measure (4:24-25). 

 

How does the story of Jesus calming the storm (4:35-41) beautifully illustrate his identity--both fully 

divine and fully human in one person? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

     Chapter 4:  The Parables - answer page 

Mark has fewer of Jesus' parables than the other gospels, but this chapter contains several of them.  

According to Jesus himself, this is a way in which he could both reveal and conceal the truths of the 

kingdom.  May we make the effort to understand the truths that Jesus wants his people to know! 

 
Gospel Gem #1:  Jesus interprets the sower story (4:2-8, 13-20) 

Why is it helpful that Jesus himself interprets the parable?  Does he do this with every 

parable?  Why not?  In this case we know exactly what Jesus was referring to with each 

detail of the parable.   In most of his parables he does not provide such a detailed 

interpretation--he lets us ponder the meaning for ourselves.  However, we can use other 

clear words of Scripture to help us understand the meaning of these parables as well. 

 

What four things may happen when the Gospel is preached, according to Jesus' illustration? 

It makes no impact on some, due to their hard hearts and Satan's deadly work.   In some cases it leads 

to faith but a faith that is shallow and does not endure trials.  In other cases the faith that is created is 

choked out by greed and worldliness.  Thankfully, in other cases it produces faith that endures to 

eternal life.   

 

Agree or disagree?  While the four soils can be four different groups of people who hear the word, all 

four results are also possible in our own hearts and lives.   To a certain degree this is true.  We can 

sometimes pay no attention to the Word, be discouraged by setbacks or distracted by earthly 

concerns.  In this way the parable serves as a warning for us to be alert for these dangers.   

 

What important lessons can we take from this parable... 

o ...as hearers of the Word?     We always must take God's Word seriously make every effort to 

hear and understand it, so that Satan or other concerns don't rob us of its great truths 

o ...as sharers of the Word?   We shouldn't become discouraged when we see happening the very 

things Jesus describes here--that not everyone will listen to us and that even some who do 

hear and believe the Word eventually fall away.  However, we can also be encouraged that 

some will believe and that in those cases the result will be tremendous blessing and growth. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gospel Gem #2:  The kingdom grows...all by itself (4:26-29) 

This short parable is found only in Mark's Gospel.  Although Jesus does not interpret it for 

us, its similarity to the previous story helps us understand it.  What is evidently 

represented by the seed being planted?  The preaching and teaching of God's Word. 

 

What do these phrases tell us about how the Word of God works? 

 "Night and day"  -  Once someone has heard the Word, its message remains on their hearts and 

souls 

 "Whether he sleeps or gets up" - Once the Word has been preached and the seed planted, the 

Holy Spirit takes over even when the person who shared the message is absent 

 "Though he does not know how" -  The power of God's Word to save souls is amazing - beyond 

our ability to comprehend.  The results often surpass our expectations! 

 "All by itself" - The power comes from the Word itself, not the person who delivers the 

message 

 

What is represented by the harvest?  What should we realize from the phrase "As soon as the grain is 

ripe"?   The harvest represents judgment day when God gathers his people home.  The phrase "as soon 

as..." reminds us that God is only waiting for the full growth of the kingdom to be completed.  As soon 

as that happens Jesus will come again! 

 

Jesus says that "This is what the kingdom of God is like."  How is this idea of a kingdom radically 

different than any other, and from what many people of Jesus' day thought that the Messiah's kingdom 

would be?   Rather than being an earthly political realm, the kingdom of God comes in people's hearts 

as they believe the message about Jesus.   

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:   The kingdom grows...tremendously!  (Mark 4:30-32) 

Again Jesus uses the illustration of seeds growing.  What makes the mustard seed unique, 

according to Jesus?  Yet, what is the resulting plant that it produces?  It is the smallest 

seed in use, but the plant it produces is practically as large as a tree.   

 

How is the Word of God's planting seem to be a small and insignificant seed?  How are its results like the 

huge plant that grows?  It can be as simple as a casual conversation between two people or even 

someone reading the Bible.  Yet from such an event saving faith results and huge numbers of people 

gathered (see below) 

 

Think of examples from history.  How did Jesus' parable hold true in the story of the Christian church?  

Can you think of additional historical examples?   Jesus chose just 12 apostles and at the time of his 

ascension the group of believers only numbered 120 (Acts 1:15).  Yet from that group the church has 

grown for 20 centuries and numbered in the countless millions.   



 Other examples could be found in history as well--think of the results of the Reformation that 

began with the personal Bible study and convictions of Martin Luther, or the work of many other 

missionaries that had small beginnings and resulted in thousands or millions of converts as the years 

went by. 

 

How is this parable a huge encouragement for us in our Christian lives and our work as a church? 

It can seem like our personal witnessing, or the work of one local congregation, is too small to have a 

real impact on the world.  Jesus assures us that this is not the case.  The results of sharing God's Word 

can lead to tremendous growth even if that may occur years or generations in the future.   

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

What did Jesus answer initially when the disciples asked him about the parable (4:11-12)?  What dual purpose did 

the parables serve?  Verse 12 is a quote from Isaiah; what strong warning does it contain? 

He said that the parables revealed God's truth to his disciples, but at the same time concealed the truth from 

those on the outside.  We pray that we never ignore the message and meaning of these parables or any part of 

God's Word, so that we are never numbered with the blind and deaf of that Isaiah prophecy! 

 

Briefly identify the point of Jesus' other short parables in this chapter--the lamp on a stand (4:21-23) and the 

measure (4:24-25).    

The lamp parable indicates that God's truths are not supposed to be kept secret, but openly proclaimed.   

       The saying about the measure, as Jesus explains it here, seems to be an encouragement to hear the Word 

carefully and diligently, that we might in turn be richly blessed by its message. The more effort we put into it, the 

more we will get out of it!   (Note that Jesus used the same saying in Matthew 7:2, but in that section it seems to 

have a different application than it does here.) 

 

How does the story of Jesus calming the storm (4:35-41) beautifully illustrate his identity--both fully divine and 

fully human in one person? 

His sleeping on the boat vividly shows his humanity and his humbling himself.  (It might also be an indication of 

his perfect trust in his heavenly Father to take care of his earthly needs.)  The miracle he performed powerfully 

demonstrated that his voice was the voice of the Creator of the world, as the disciples realized.  Yet that divine 

nature was contained in a true human body and life.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


