
 

 

 

             
 Chapter 14:  The suffering begins 

 

This lengthy chapter includes words that we often read at our Wednesday evening services in Lent:  

called the "Passion History", it's the account of the final fateful hours leading up to Jesus' crucifixion.  

May we worship him for the love he showed us in his final steps toward the cross! 

 
Gospel Gem #1:   Jesus anointed at Bethany (14:1-11) 

This story is almost certainly the same as the one told John 12:1-8, where it is specified 

that Mary brother of Martha and Lazarus was the woman who anointed Jesus.  (The 

similar story in Luke 7:36-50 is probably about a different incident of anointing) 

 

Why didn't the chief priests want to have Jesus arrested during Passover time?  We know, of course, 

that in the end Jesus was arrested at that time.  What does this show about God's will and human 

planning? 

 

What complaint was raised about Mary's actions?  (according to the other gospels even Jesus' disciples 

complained--especially Judas!) 

 

How did Jesus respond to these complaints? 

 

Is there any lesson that we can learn from this story about the proper use of offerings that are given to 

the church? 

 

  

Gospel Gem #2: In the upper room (14:12-31) 

What lesson did Jesus probably want the disciples to learn from the way the setting for 

the Passover feast was arranged? 

 

What are some timeless lessons that Jesus would want us to learn from the tragic story of Judas? 

 

What are several things we can learn from Jesus' words, "This is the blood of the covenant"?  How does 

verse 25 add to our understanding of the sacrament and what it means? 

 

What promise (which the disciples overlooked) did Jesus include in verse 28? 

 



Gospel Gem #3:  In Gethsemane (14:32-51)   

What can we learn from the fact that Jesus prayed that his Father would take the "cup" 

of suffering away from him?  From his prayer that his Father's will be done regardless? 

 

What great contrast do we see between the behavior of Jesus and that of his disciples? 

 

What point did Jesus make by his comment to his enemies that he was not leading a rebellion? 

 

Note:  The mention of the young man who fled in verse 51 is not mentioned in the other Gospels, and 

for this reason many have suspected that this young man might be Mark himself. 

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #4:  The trial before the Sanhedrin (14:52-65) 

What very important truth can we gain from the fact that Jesus' enemies could not find 

ANY evidence against him--even when false witnesses were brought in? 

 

What statement of Jesus were the witnesses referring to in verse 60? 

 

What crucial statement did Jesus make in verse 62, and why can we be thankful for it? 

 

 

 

Bonus question (if time) 

We see the disciples sleep in the Garden, abandoning Jesus, and Peter denying him.   What are some 

things we can understand from the fact that even Jesus' disciples, the future leaders of the Church, are 

shown with all their faults and frailties?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

             
 Chapter 14:  The suffering begins - answer page 

 

This lengthy chapter includes words that we often read at our Wednesday evening services in Lent:  

called the "Passion History", it's the account of the final fateful hours leading up to Jesus' crucifixion.  

May we worship him for the love he showed us in his final steps toward the cross! 

 
Gospel Gem #1:   Jesus anointed at Bethany (14:1-11) 

This story is almost certainly the same as the one told John 12:1-8, where it is specified 

that Mary brother of Martha and Lazarus was the woman who anointed Jesus.  (The 

similar story in Luke 7:36-50 is probably about a different incident of anointing) 

 

Why didn't the chief priests want to have Jesus arrested during Passover time?  We know, of course, 

that in the end Jesus was arrested at that time.  What does this show about God's will and human 

planning?   They didn't want to start a riot, given Jesus' popularity with many of the common people; 

they feared it would undermine their own power and control.  However, God wanted his Son, the true 

Passover Lamb, to be sacrificed at that time regardless of what human intentions were. 

 

What complaint was raised about Mary's actions?  (according to the other gospels even Jesus' disciples 

complained--especially Judas!)  They said that the money was wasted when it could have been used for 

another purpose, such as helping the poor.  (In Judas' case the motive was pure selfish greed, 

however.) 

 

How did Jesus respond to these complaints?   He praised Mary's actions and said that she had done a 

beautiful thing.  This was a special time and occasion, just before Jesus' death, for Mary to 

demonstrate a personal act of worship of her Savior.   

 

Is there any lesson that we can learn from this story about the proper use of offerings that are given to 

the church?   While the occasion is not the same, we can still at times "break the jar" as Mary did 

when it comes to the way we glorify our Savior through worship.  For example, our churches might 

have more expensive musical instruments or decor than many Christians would be likely to possess in 

their own homes.  Mary's examples show us that even though these things are certainly not 

necessities, they should not be dismissed as "wasteful" expenses when they are being carried out for 

the sake of heartfelt worship of Jesus.   

 

 



  

Gospel Gem #2: In the upper room (14:12-31) 

What lesson did Jesus probably want the disciples to learn from the way the setting for 

the Passover feast was arranged?   Everything was happening according to his plan and 

God's will.  The same was true of his suffering and death! 

 

What are some timeless lessons that Jesus would want us to learn from the tragic story of Judas?  One is 

certainly the danger of greed that can destroy faith.  Another is that we don't take our spiritual 

position for granted.  If even one of Jesus' 12 disciples could be led astray, how closely ought we to 

watch out for any temptation that could lead us away from him and pray for his help in fighting them! 

 

What are several things we can learn from Jesus' words, "This is the blood of the covenant"?  How does 

verse 25 add to our understanding of the sacrament and what it means?   Jesus' words teach and 

demonstrate the real presence--what was in his cup was truly his blood, not just wine.   A "covenant" 

was a solemn agreement or contract.  The blood we receive in the Sacrament of Communion is the 

same blood shed by Jesus by which God made his incredible agreement to forgive sinners--a contract, 

sealed in blood, that he will never break! 

 Verse 25 adds the thought that the sacrament is also a look ahead to heaven, where we will 

eat at drink at Jesus' table in an even more wonderful way. 

 

What promise (which the disciples overlooked) did Jesus include in verse 28? 

He promised that he would rise from the dead and appear to them again after that resurrection. 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:  In Gethsemane (14:32-51)   

What can we learn from the fact that Jesus prayed that his Father would take the "cup" 

of suffering away from him?  From his prayer that his Father's will be done regardless? 

As a real and true human being, Jesus did not look forward to the agony of the cross 

but dreaded it, just as any of us would dread a terrible ordeal.  However, he was a 

perfect human being, which meant that God's will always took precedence over his own individual 

outcome.   

 

What great contrast do we see between the behavior of Jesus and that of his disciples? 

They were asleep--showing not just human frailty but arrogance that they did not need to continue to 

pray to God to remain faithful during the coming hours.   

 

What point did Jesus make by his comment to his enemies that he was not leading a rebellion? 

Not only were there no valid grounds for an arrest, but the fact that they were coming secretly at 

night demonstrated that they were cowardly and trying to hide their wickedness under the cover of 

darkness. 

 



Note:  The mention of the young man who fled in verse 51 is not mentioned in the other Gospels, and 

for this reason many have suspected that this young man might be Mark himself. 

Most of Mark's Gospel is paralleled in Matthew and/or Luke, so the fact that this verse is not 

mentioned elsewhere makes it stand out.   

 

 

Gospel Gem #4:  The trial before the Sanhedrin (14:52-65) 

What very important truth can we gain from the fact that Jesus' enemies could not find 

ANY evidence against him--even when false witnesses were brought in? 

He had led an absolutely holy and blameless life--even in the sight of God.  These 

enemies had spent months or years looking for any flaw whatsoever in Jesus' life and teaching, yet 

even his worst enemies could find absolutely nothing with which to accuse him! 

 

What statement of Jesus were the witnesses referring to in verse 60? 

Most likely the words John records in John 2:19, although this isn't exactly what Jesus had said there.  

He may have said the same thing on other occasions as well.  Of course, as John makes clear, the 

"temple" Jesus was referring to was his body--the real dwelling place of God on earth! 

 

What crucial statement did Jesus make in verse 62, and why can we be thankful for it? 

He unambiguously identified himself as the Christ, or Messiah--both words mean "Anointed One".  

Although he tended to avoid this term at other times because so many thought only of earthly 

kingship and military power, in this crucial moment Jesus clearly tells us that he is the promised 

Savior! 

 

Bonus question (if time) 

We see the disciples sleep in the Garden, abandoning Jesus, and Peter denying him.   What are some 

things we can understand from the fact that even Jesus' disciples, the future leaders of the Church, are 

shown with all their faults and frailties?  

One point is that only Jesus is holy, the rest of us are sinners.  If this was true of the disciples who were 

chosen to lead the church, how much more is that true of all of us! 

 Another point worth noticing is that this testifies to the reliability of the Bible.  The apostles 

who wrote these books did not sugar-coat their own record to paint themselves in a better light.  They 

wrote honestly about their own failure to remain faithful to Jesus.  This helps increase our confidence 

that no part of the New Testament is just a human book, but is God's own perfect Word.   

 

 

 

 


