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On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 
had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 
when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering 
about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their 
fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why 
do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' "  Then they remembered his 
words.  

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all 
the others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with 
them who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense.  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he 
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had 
happened. (Luke 24:1-12) 
 

 

On Easter Day, find Jesus by searching in the right place 
 
 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen!" 
 
In Luke's Gospel those were the words that first announced the miracle of resurrection.  The 
women had come to the tomb expecting to find a corpse.  Instead two angels came and told 
them that Jesus was alive by telling them:  you're looking for him in the wrong place.  The 
Living One can no longer be found in a tomb.  The Savior is alive.  And if you had listened 
carefully to his words, you would have known this!  For he had spoken of this to you clearly 
in the past.   
 
But even though they had forgotten this...in spite of their lack of faith and understanding, it 
wasn't too late.  Jesus was alive, and soon they would see him.   
 
Today on this Easter day, we want to make sure we don't make the mistake of the women 
that morning.  We want to make sure we are searching for Jesus in the right place.  We don't 
want to search for the living among the dead.  And we want to make sure we are paying 
attention to the words he has spoken to us!  Then we too will surely find him, and because 
he is alive, we too will one day surely see him! 
 
 



I. Don't look for the Living One among the dead 
On one hand, it was understandable for the women to go to the tomb to look for Jesus.  
They had seen his lifeless body laid there.   Before that many had seen how the Roman 
soldier had stabbed into his side with that spear as he hung limply on the cross, and 
separated blood and water had flowed out.  They knew that he was truly dead.   
 
But they had also seen his miracles.  They had seen him raise others who were dead.  They 
knew that he was the Son of the eternal, living God.  And  they had heard his message.  They 
should have known to trust in him to rise, just as he said.   "Just as Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish for three days, so the Son of Man will be three days in the earth," he had declared.1  
"Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days," he predicted on another 
occasion.2  We know from the Gospels that even Jesus' enemies had gone to Pontius Pilate 
on that Saturday after the crucifixion and said, "We know that this imposter said that he 
would rise again."3  The enemies understood that this was what Jesus had predicted 
(although they didn't believe it).  Surely his friends should have known too!  Yet they were 
trudging sadly to the wrong place--still looking for him in the tomb. 
 
On this Easter Day, let's make sure we are searching in the right place.  You won't find the 
Living One among the dead.   I don't mean to suggest that you're literally searching in the 
local cemeteries.  But maybe we are looking for hope and meaning in life too often in things 
that perish.   Yearning for higher status and career advancements.  Fame or financial success 
that is fleeting.  Causes that are tied to purely materialistic goals. 
 
We can't find life by chasing after the dying things of a dying world.  We can't even find it in 
ourselves.  For we too are dying.  We are mortal sinners living in a dying world.  "You were 
dead in your trespasses and sins."  "The wages of sin is death."       
 
The angels say to us as well, "Don't look for life among the dead."  Look for the only one 
who can promise you life beyond the grave.  He has risen, just as he said.  He didn't rise  just 
temporarily before dying again.  He is alive--permamently!   The one who healed the sick, 
calmed the storms, comforted the hurting and showed love for sinners--he is alive right now, 
glorified on high but still a real human being.  He died to pay for your sins, and did it 
perfectly.  He rose to prove that he really was the one, that you really do have peace with 
God through him alone.  He lives to watch over his church, to watch over your life at every 
moment.   
 
When you are depressed and discouraged, when you are in need of a dose of hope and new 
life, don't go looking for it among the dead things of this world.  Look in faith to the one 
who conquered death.  He is the victor over the grave, and he is the one who can give life to 
you and me.  In him you will find real and lasting joy.   And where do we find him?  As the 
angels reminded the women--we look to the Word that he has given us. 
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II. Find him by listening carefully to his Word 
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  'The Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' "  
Then they remembered his words.  
 
Later on those women and disciples would see Jesus alive with their own eyes.  But the key 
moment when their hope was restored was right here.  "They remembered his words."  
Jesus had made them a promise.  Surely he would keep it!  The empty tomb before their 
eyes, the angel messengers were the beginning of the confirmation of it.  Before the end of 
the day they would see Jesus as the final, crowning proof that he had not misled them.   
 
The angels tell us, too, that the way for us to find Jesus and the Easter joy he wants to 
provide is to "remember what he told you."  There are some Christians who look for Jesus in 
all the wrong places.  I saw a headline that someone claimed to have seen the face of Jesus 
visible in the flames that were burning on the Notre Dame cathedral.  Before that it was on a 
piece of toast.   
 
Perhaps a little less silly than some of those ways to look for Jesus, though, is when people 
try to find him their own life.  They want to know that the living Jesus is with them...so they 
imagine it will be when their prayers are answered just as they spoke them.  Or when their 
plans succeed.   When churches grow and families thrive, when health problems are cured 
and when the car never breaks down--this, they say, is the sign and proof that the living Lord 
Jesus is there with us. 
 
Those things are surely blessings to praise Jesus for.  But what about when the church is 
shrinking, what about when a family member hurts you?  What about when there is no 
medical cure and the prayers you offer aren't making you well?  And the car breaks down 
twice in the same month?  What about then?   Is Jesus any less alive on those days?  Does he 
love you any less on those days?  How do you know? 
 
The place where we go to find the living Jesus is not in the circumstances of your life but in 
the promises that he has given us.  He cannot, will not break those promises any more than 
he could break his promise to rise from the dead.  And what does the living Savior promise 
you in his Word?   
 

 He says, "He says, "Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered...Seek first my 
kingdom, and all these earthly things will be given to you as well."  (Matthew 10:30, 
6:34) 

 He says "I will build my church on the rock, and the gates of hell will never overcome 
it."  (Matthew 16:18) 

 He says, "Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  (Matthew 28:20) 

 He says, "Because I live, you also will live."  (John 14:19) 



 He says, "In my Father's house are many rooms...If I go to prepare a place for you, I 
will also come back to take you to be with me, that you also may be where I am."  
(John 14:2-3) 

 
 
Conclusion 
And all of that he can promise...because he lives.  And quite simply, that changes everything. 
 
When you're on top of the world...you praise him, because he lives. 
When you're crushed and exhausted...you still praise him, because he lives. 
 
When you have a chance to share his name...you do it because he lives. 
When you're afraid to share his name...you do it anyway, because he lives. 
 
At the birth of a little one, you praise the one who gives eternal life. 
At the side of a casket, you praise the one who alone can give eternal life. 
 
Because he lives...we never lose our hope.  We never lose our faith.  We never lose our joy.  
And we can always cast out our fear. 
 
You and I need a living Savior.  Today of all days, we rejoice that he has risen, and that he has 
shown us where we can always go to find him.  We search his promises for the strength we 
need.  Until we see him.  As we most surely shall.  Because he lives.   
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how 
he told you.    Grant it, dear Jesus, that we do remember this most holy truth--always!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


