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This week we are starting a summer sermon series here at Crown of Life.  We're calling it 
"Lessons from God's forgotten books."  You know that God's book is the Bible, but that 
Book is really a collection of 66 smaller books that he guided people to write over a period 
of centuries.  Some of those books we often read and preach about in church:  the Gospels, 
the letters of Paul, the Psalms that we sing, and so on.  

But there are others of those books that for different  reasons are not as well known.  They 
are books that we seldom if ever include in our 3 weekly readings.  But they are still God's 
Word, and shouldn't be ignored.  So each Sunday we're going to look at one of those books. 
We'll pick a specific text from those books to focus on, but we'll use it to look at the whole 
book and its message.  

So today we start this whole series with our first "forgotten book"--the Old Testament book 
of Leviticus.  The part of that book that I'll highlight is found in chapter 18 verses 1 through 4:

The Lord said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the Lord your 
God.  You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as 
they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you.  Do not follow their practices.  You 
must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees.  I am the Lord your God.  Keep my 
decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them.  I am the Lord."  (Leviticus 
18:1-5)

Leviticus is the 3rd book in our Bibles--right in the middle of the 5 books of Moses called the 
Torah (law) which are the first 5 books of our Bible.  The other 4 of those books contain 
some of the most memorable parts of the whole Bible--creation, the fall into sin, the flood, 
Abraham and Jacob and Joseph, Moses and the Ten Commandments and walking through 
the Red Sea.  Why is Leviticus, on the other hand, a "forgotten" book?

For one thing, it doesn't contain a lot of story or narrative.  The whole book takes place 
while the Israelites are camped at the foot of Mount Sinai on their way to the promised land.
It's a record of the message that God gave to Moses at that time that he wanted his people 
to know as he was preparing to bring them into their new home in Canaan.   There are only 
really two stories in the whole book, found in chapters 8, 9 and 10.  The first one is the story 
of how Aaron and his sons were ordained to become the first Israelite priests.  The other 
story, a very sad one that follows immediately afterward, tells how two of Aaron's sons, 
Nadab and Abihu, were suddenly annihilated by God by fire from heaven.  This was because 
they offered "unauthorized fire" at God's house; the verses that follow strongly imply that 
they may have been drunk at the time they tried to carry out their priestly duties.  



The whole rest of the book--the other 24 of the 27 chapters--consists of laws that God gave 
to the Israelites through Moses.  They cover a great variety of the aspects of the Israelites' 
life and worship.  

The first 7 chapters contain instruction on all the different types of sacrifices the Israelites 
were to bring to the Lord.  What was the difference between a sin offering, a guilt offering, 
a fellowship offering and a whole burnt offering?  God had instructions on what animals 
could be brought, what parts of them were to be offered when the animals were 
slaughtered, and what was to be done with the blood.  

Other chapters contained a great variety of other laws to govern the priests, the Levites or 
temple servants, and all the rest of the Israelites.  There are chapters devoted to the 
religious holidays God commanded his people to celebrate.  All of these laws, like the 
sacrifices, are often very detailed.  For example, there were laws about how to handle 
infectious skin diseases, ceremonial purity for women after childbirth, dealing with dead 
bodies, and so much more.  Alongside the commandments we know, like "Do not steal.  Do 
not lie.  Do not deceive one another" (Lev. 19:11) are ones like this that might seem rather 
strange to us:

"Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed.  Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of
material."  (Lev. 19:19)

"Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard."  (Lev. 
19:22)  

And there are several chapters, including the one from which our text comes, that deal with 
God's restrictions for his people when it came to his gift of human sexuality.

All kinds of laws.  What do we need to learn and know them?  Well, to a certain degree, we 
don't.  This is part of God's New Testament message to us--that the law of Moses was given 
to point to, and was fulfilled by, Jesus Christ.  It no longer binds us or covers us.  Here are a 
couple of verses that make this point clearly:

"God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave all our sins, having canceled the written code, 
with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, 
nailing it to the cross...Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or 
with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath Day.  These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ."   
(Colossians 2:13b-16)

"Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the 
faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ 



came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian."  (Galatians 3:23-25 NIV 2011)

Paul is telling us that the laws of Leviticus have served their purpose.  They were, he said, to 
be shadows that pointed to Jesus.  Think of how every sacrifice pointed to the cross, how 
the priests pointed to the one real mediator between God and humanity, the Sabbath 
pointed to the spiritual and eternal rest Jesus would bring.  We could go on and on with 
these examples (the New Testament helps us recognize many of them).  Now that Jesus has
come, there's no need for these shadows and prophecies.  Quite a bit of the book of Acts 
talks about how God revealed to his church that they should not insist on following all of 
these Old Testament rules and laws any more.

So should we be OK with leaving Leviticus behind as a "forgotten book" completely?  Not 
quite.  For one thing, as we just said, a lot of the laws of Leviticus are really pictures and 
prophecies of Jesus that help us understand him and his work more clearly.  For that reason 
alone it's worth reading and pondering.  

But there's another timeless point worth learning.  And this gets back to the verse that I 
read  you at the beginning, from Leviticus chapter 18.  You must not do as they do in Egypt, 
where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am 
bringing you.  Do not follow their practices.  You must obey my laws and be careful to follow 
my decrees.  I am the Lord your God.  

Here's our timeless lesson from a forgotten book.  For even though God's laws for his 
people may have changed, God himself has not changed.  His love hasn't changed.  His 
overall saving plan for his people hasn't changed.  He still wants to redeem people from sin 
and bring them to himself.  HIs will is still that his people belong to him.  In the next chapter 
he says, "Be holy, because I the Lord your God am holy."  (Leviticus 19:2)

What does that mean--that God wants us to be holy?  It means without sin, yes, but the word
holy has a special idea or picture:  that of being set apart or dedicated to God.  To put it 
another way:  God wants his people to be DIFFERENT than the people of the world who 
don't know him.  He has made us different in his eyes by washing our sins in Jesus' blood.  
And now he wants us to live lives that are also DIFFERENT.

That's really a big part of what those laws were about.  God was saying to his people--and he
still says to you--DON'T PLAN ON BEING JUST LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE.  The way people talk--
don't follow that example.  They way people treat each other--don't follow that example.  
People's attitudes and actions regarding sex, or regarding money--God says don't go that 
way, don't follow that example.  Above all, don't follow their attitudes and actions when it 
comes to God himself.  You're different.  Your life is supposed to look different.  In fact, it 
absolutely has to.   Yes, you have a sinful nature that is going to tug you in that direction.  
You can't just follow that lead!  God's people walk according to a totally different rule and 
standard than those who don't truly know him and love him, and that standard is God's holy 
Word, just as it was for those Israelites at Mount Sinai.



 
Conclusion
God is still the same God he was in Leviticus--a God who is so holy that when even his own 
chosen priests were arrogant and careless about what it meant to follow his Word he didn't 
hesitate to strike them down on the spot.  But he's also still a God who has a plan to deal 
with sinners.  In Leviticus he told the people that he had rescued from slavery, on their way 
to their promised land, that they were now his ransomed people, and gave detailed 
instructions on what it meant for them to live as his people.

And he still has a plan for dealing with sinners.  He comes to us, the sinners that he 
ransomed with the blood of his own Son shed on the cross, and tells us that he loves and has
made us his own.  And he still says--now that you have seen and known just how much I love 
you, now that you know that there is a promised land waiting for you in heaven, you will 
want to know exactly how I want you to live.  How to avoid the entanglements of this 
world's sins.  How not to be ashamed to be different, even if the world mocks you for it.  
How to honor me.  

"I am the Lord your God."  The living God of Leviticus is your God too!  Honor him with a holy
life, and embrace the truth that you are called to be DIFFERENT!  Amen.


