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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you!"  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord.  

Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  And 
with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, 
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."   (John 20:19-23) 

 

“Jesus speaks word of peace and a word of power”  
 
I. Find rest in his word of peace 
“Salaam” they say in Arabic.  “Shalom” the Jewish people say in Hebrew (and have been 
saying for thousands of years.)  It’s a word that literally means “Peace.”  In the Middle East 
it’s a common enough greeting even to this day, almost the equivalent of the English 
“hello”. 
 
“Peace be with you,” Jesus said to his disciples when he first saw them together.   Assuming 
Jesus was speaking in Hebrew or Aramaic, it would have been “Shalom.”  But on that special 
day, that word was far more than a simple word of “hello.”  The Son of God who had come 
down from heaven and preached the Word of God had been abandoned by his friends and 
crucified by his enemies.  Now, triumphant from the grave, on the day of his resurrection he 
appeared to his disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” 
 
For most of them this was their first glimpse of the risen Jesus.  Some of the women had 
seen him; he had appeared to two of his followers who were walking home to Emmaus; and 
he had appeared privately to Peter, according to Luke’s Gospel.  But for most of the people 
in that room, the news of Jesus alive from the dead was secondhand information.  Not any 
longer.  Now the Jesus they knew well was standing there—although they had locked the 
doors out of fear that Jesus’ enemies were searching for them.  Yet he simply appeared and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 
 
How wonderful that was for them to hear!  For surely Jesus should have said, “Shame be 
upon you!  After all I have taught you, after all the miracles I showed you, after all the 
warnings I gave you—you all ran away and abandoned me in Gethsemane, deserting me in 
my hour of trial to save your own skin!”  But instead he appeared to them with a word of 
peace and blessing.   
 



Yes, this is good news for us as well.  For we are so much like those disciples.  We are the 
followers of Jesus Christ, the ones who have heard his Word, the ones whom he has taught.  
And yet we often do such a poor job of following him in our lives.  We don’t listen to his 
Word as we should.  We often scurry away into the shadows rather than stand up for him as 
we should.   
 
But Jesus still calls to us with his word of peace.  And what a peace it is!  Even before he died 
he had told his disciples that his peace is not the kind that the world gives (see John 14:27).  
His peace is special because of who he is.  He is the one from whom all blessings flow, the 
one who holds the world in his hand.  If he comes to give peace then what a peace he brings!  
It’s not just a feeling, it’s a blessed life here and even hereafter.   It’s the reminder that the 
sin that stained us was washed away in his blood, that he is determined to make us his 
children.   
 
In a world full of troubles and trials, we can be ever so thankful that Jesus says, “Peace be 
with you”!   We may be fretting over money, over politics, over work stress, over family 
issues.  But towering above all those things is your Savior’s promise of peace.  Someone 
greater than earthly powers, someone who loves you more than friends or even family, has 
raised his hands to bless you—hands still marked by the prints of the nails that pierced 
them.  In those marks you see his amazing grace that loved you despite your sins and 
wanted to rescue you from them.  In his words you hear his promise.  “Peace be with you!”  
Nothing and no one is strong enough to take away that blessing delivered from Jesus to his 
people. 
 
 
II. Find purpose in his words of power 
And then Jesus spoke again.  “With that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven." 
 
Jesus had more to give his disciples than a promise of peace.  He also came with a word of 
power.  He blessed them with the Holy Spirit—a beginning of what he would pour out on 
them in full measure in a few weeks on Pentecost Day, as he had promised to do.   
 
And then he gave them a powerful authority: the authority to pronounce sins forgiven and 
unforgiven.  He had spoken of this before to his disciples, referring to it as the “keys of the 
kingdom of heaven.”  And he made it clear that the words they were spoken were not just 
empty words but words of power:  “if you forgive them, they are forgiven!”  In his catechism 
Martin Luther put it this way:  “I believe that when this is done, it is as valid and certain, in 
heaven also, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us himself.” 
 
That’s important to you first of all because you hear those words.  When you worship here 
and confess your sins you hear me say, “By the command of the Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins.”  What right do I or any human being have to forgive sins committed 



against God?  The right given by the Lord Jesus, who said this exact thing to his church on 
the day he rose from the dead.  When you come with a sin on your conscience and confess it 
with your heart and lips, you have Jesus’ own promise that the announcement of your 
forgiveness is just as true as if he had appeared here in the chancel and said it himself!  “If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven!”   
 
(And we should also remember that the other statement is just as true: “If you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  When God’s people, speaking together as a church, 
are forced to tell a person who is not sorry for his or her sin and does not intend to change 
their ways that God still holds that sin against them—then that too is not merely a human 
judgment, but a judgment of God himself—one that can only be escaped through genuine 
repentance.) 
 
But that powerful Word is there not only for you to hear.  It’s also there for you to deliver.  
For you are one who has been given the gift of the Holy Spirit.   You are a member of the 
church of Jesus Christ.  You too are called to speak to people when they talk to you about 
their sins.  It’s a great responsibility.  What do you say? 
 
We know that Jesus died to pay for all sins.  We know that he wants all people to be saved 
and that is our desire too.  We long to share the message that sin is forgiven, and we do that 
whenever we can.  But sometimes that’s not possible. 
 
Human nature has an incredibly strong desire to self-justify.  I once read about a man who 
had personally interviewed seven of the world’s most brutal dictators after they had each 
been deposed and imprisoned.  These dictators had committed horrific crimes against 
humanity—ethnic cleansing, murders of their opponents, blocking elections, killing 
hundreds of thousands of innocent people.  Yet to a man every one of them felt that their 
actions had been completely justified because they were acting for a greater good. 
 
You may not deal with too many brutal dictators, but you will run into the same 
phenomenon that this interviewer did: people want to justify their actions rather than 
confess them.  You know that desire because you all have it too.  But when people refuse to 
admit that their actions are wrong, we have to obey the Word of Jesus and tell them that 
their sins are not forgiven.  God preserve us from ever delivering that message in a proud or 
self-righteous way!  And yet sometimes it’s a message that has to be given, in hopes of 
leading people to repent. 
 
But our hope is to deliver that other message.  Our hope is to be able to share the hope that 
we have, the message of eternal life and forgiveness for sinners.  We want to share the 
news of Jesus Christ risen from the dead because that is where we find our hope, our joy, 
our purpose in living because now we are no longer living for ourselves but for him.   
 
 
 



Conclusion 
“As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”    Just ponder that phrase for a moment.  
God’s incredible act of sending his Son to save humanity from eternal destruction—Jesus 
says that in a way you have been sent in a way that is like his coming.  He came to win 
salvation.  You are sent to deliver the blessings of that coming.  He came to bring peace.  
You can help others to realize that peace, to see it in Jesus Christ, because he lives. 
 
“Peace be with you...As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  Live your life in the joy 
and peace of the risen Christ!  And always be ready to be a messenger of that peace.  Amen. 
 
 


