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When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in 
him.  If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.  

"My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told 
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."   

       (John 13:31-35) 

 

"Love...as I have loved you" 
 
A new command:  Love one another.  It doesn't sound too complicated.  It's pretty simple.  
And yet it's so hard, so all-encompassing.  Jesus called it a "new command."  It might seem 
like the oldest command, the most basic thing of all.  Yet, there's so much for us to learn 
anew about it no matter how old we are, there are so many new ways to show it.   
 
But Jesus didn't just say, "Love one another."  He said, "As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another."  That extra phrase, "As I have loved you" puts the words "Love one another" 
in a whole new light.  It explains what Jesus means but also moves us to do the very thing 
that Jesus commands.  When we remember what Jesus has done for us, we will never feel 
like this command to love is old hat or old news, but always something new. 
 
So let's do this.  First, 1) let's realize how truly challenging and counter-intuitive that 
sentence "Love one another" is for sinners like you and me.  Then, 2) let's understand what 
Jesus means when he says, "As I have loved you, so you must love."  And then we'll talk 
about 3) the awesome benefits that this simple commandment brings. 
 
I. Realize how difficult this command is 
Love one another means that you truly have to care.  And the more you think about it the 
more you realize just what a daunting task that is. 
 
Think about it.  Even on our very best days, isn't it still true that you and I think a whole lot 
more about ourselves than those around us?  We want to have a good day at work or at 
school--not primarily because it will help others but because we don't want to have to deal 
with the problems.  Even when we want our spouse or child to be happy, it's at least partly 
because it will make our own lives a lot easier.  We probably worry about our own health 
problems a whole lot more than a friend's.    
 



If you watch enough shows about crime and criminals you have probably heard about a 
person who is labeled a "sociopath."  One of the characteristics of sociopaths, it's said, is 
that they are almost completely lacking in empathy--that is, understanding others' feelings 
or putting yourself in their shoes.  They seem utterly unable to process or feel any part of 
the pain that their crimes might cause to someone else, either before or even after the crime 
happens.  They are entirely turned inward.   
 
It's easy to recognize this as a huge problem because of the danger such a person presents 
to society; but the reality is that the Bible tells us that this is just an exaggerated version of 
our own natural state.  We all have a little sociopath inside us!  We all have a sinful nature 
that doesn't care about others, that wants to help them only if in some way in the short or 
long term it will be a benefit to ourselves.  It's one of the dreadful characteristics of sin.  We 
call it being a sociopath when it results in someone getting robbed or killed, but the same 
dreadful tendency resides in all of us--and this is why God is fully justified in condemning us.  
We are so used to focusing on ourselves that we think it's normal, but God calls it sin and 
declares that it excludes from his kingdom. 
 
II. See it fulfilled in the love of Jesus 
And then along comes Jesus.  And he was different.  The entire focus of his life was not on 
himself but on you and me.  He doesn't just say, "Love one another."  He says, "Love one 
another as I have loved you."  He doesn't just give a command, he first brings a powerful 
salvation. 
 
From the day he was born, Jesus was committed to loving God and loving others.  He always 
showed love.  Think of the patience he showed, the compassion he felt.  Think of how 
utterly unconcerned he was with trying to have a comfortable lifestyle for himself. It almost 
seems ridiculous to think of Jesus in that way because he was so totally consumed with 
serving others.  When he was exhausted from teaching, he taught more.  Pursued by 
enemies who hated him, yet he continued to try to teach them and change their stubborn 
hearts.  But as he sat there in the upper room with his disciples on the night before the 
cross, now the greatest of all ways he would show love was about to start.  "I will be with 
you only a little longer...Now is the Son of Man glorified," he said. 
 
The greatest way Jesus would be glorified, paradoxically, would be through and because of 
his terrible suffering.  That's why we praise and honor him the most!  The hands slapped him, 
the lash cut him, the nails pierced him, the cross stretched and suffocated him until he 
gasped through a fog of pain.  The very wrath of God was poured out on him.  And the 
purpose of it all was you and me--fallen, sinful, selfish people.  Jesus gave it all--his whole life 
on earth, and all the pain and agony.  He held nothing back for himself.  He loved you with 
everything that he had!     
 
Because he did that and did it for everyone, God was reconciled, God announced forgiveness 
for the human race through faith in his Son.    In that love you are reborn;  by that Gospel you 
are filled with faith and trust in God, filled with love for the one who could love you that 



much before you did anything for him.  And now that Savior-God says:  Love one another as I 
have loved you.   
 
It puts a whole new take on love, doesn't it?  Clearly Jesus is not just wanting us to feel a 
certain way toward others ("love" in the Bible is always more about actions than feelings.)  
It means--do whatever it takes to help, to save, supply the needs of the person you can love.  
"As I have loved you" takes away all our rationalizations and all our excuses.  No longer can 
we put limits on love, saying to ourselves, "When I have time" or "If I'm not too tired or 
busy" or "After I take care of myself first."  That's not how Jesus loves, is it?  He didn't love 
only those who deserved it, he didn't love only those who had loved him or would love him.  
He simply served, sacrificed, saved. 
 
III.  The chance to show this love is an incredible blessing 
Let's be clear:  none of us, especially on this side of heaven, will be able to match the kind of 
love that Jesus showed and still shows us.  "Love as I have loved you" is a sentence that at 
the same time highlights our failures--and yet also inspires us and renews us every day.  For 
let's also be clear on this:  having and showing even just a little bit of that love of Jesus is an 
incredibly powerful thing and will bring incredible blessings to us and to others. 
 
It's like shining a light into a pitch black room.  Even a little bit of light makes a big 
difference.  And so in a world that is full of spiritual darkness, even a little bit of that love of 
Jesus is going to stand out.  Jesus says so himself.    "By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another."   One of the greatest results of demonstrating 
sacrificial love is that it gives glory to the Savior whose love motivates us in the first place.   
 

 When wives and husbands show love that is consistent, that listens, that honors the 
God who gave you your spouse...this shows that we are Jesus' disciples.   

 

 When parents sacrifice their energy for the good of their children and when children 
always speak respectfully to and about their parents...this shows that we are Jesus' 
disciples. 

 

 When in this Christian Church we see each other as family and share and 
communicate with one another, when we don't turn a blind eye or a cold shoulder 
but listen with real sympathy and concern...this shows we are Jesus' disciples. 

 

 When Christians in the work environment show dedication to their tasks, being 
equally considerate to patients or customers or co-workers or supervisors without 
playing favorites...remembering the 8th commandment in their conversations rather 
than filling them with gossip, slander and backstabbing...this shows we are Jesus' 
disciples. 

 
And this is the tip of the iceberg.  In a community, in friendships, in neighborhoods, even 
among strangers...the opportunities will be there. Jesus says so.   



 
And he promises that people will notice!  "By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples."  Now, in a world sold to sin that's not the same thing as saying everyone's going 
to like it.  Some corners of our world have such a warped definition of love that it might 
sometimes label love as hate and sin as love.  But even that shouldn't deter us any more 
than it deterred Jesus.  In him we have seen real love.  Thanks to him we can show it. 
 
Conclusion 
They say that when the apostle John the author of this Gospel was an old man, the last of 
the original 12 disciples of Jesus still alive on earth, he had to be carried in his chair to preach 
to the congregation in Ephesus on Sundays.  And the theme of his message to them was 
simple.  He would say, “Dear little children, love one another.” 
 
We can have no higher goal.  Love one another—for Christ loved you and loves you still.  
Love one another—and blessings will flow from one Christian to the next.  Love one 
another—and all people will recognize that we are the disciples of Jesus Christ.  May it truly 
be said of us!  Amen. 
 
 


