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Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the 
temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade. The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  

Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's 
name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  My sheep listen to 
my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  I and the Father are one."  

        (John 10:22-30) 

 

Jesus says:  These are my sheep! 
 
Maybe someone has said this to you, which has been said to me a couple of times:  “I don’t 
believe in any ‘organized religion.’  I believe in God and I believe in love; that’s my religion, 
but I don’t have any use for church.”   
 
There are an awful lot of things that we could think of saying in reply.  As a pastor I might be 
inclined to argue that organized religion DOES have something valuable to offer.  Obviously 
I’m here talking to a group of people who don’t need any convincing of that (otherwise you 
wouldn’t be here).  But maybe there’s a more important question that needs to be asked of 
someone who says that they are suspicious of “organized religion”:  Are you one of Jesus’ 
sheep? 
 
Jesus makes it clear in our Gospel reading:  there’s no middle ground.  Either you are his 
sheep or you are not.  Jesus told some of the most “religious” people of his day that they 
were not his sheep.   So it’s true that being a part of “organized religion” is no guarantee 
that you are one of Jesus’ sheep.  That’s as true today as it was in Jesus’ day.  But on the 
other hand, I’m afraid that many of those who are so critical of organized religion are not 
objecting to the church; they are objecting to Jesus himself, and his Word.  They want to 
believe and do as they choose without being governed by the Word of Jesus.  They aren’t his 
sheep either.   
 
Jesus clearly identifies who his sheep are.  His sheep are those who know him and follow 
him.  His sheep are those who 1) believe the awesome claims that Jesus made about 
himself, and 2) believe the awesome promises that Jesus has given them. 
 
 
 



I. Jesus’ sheep are those who believe his claims about himself 
“How long will you keep us in suspense?” the Jewish leaders demanded.  “If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly!”  Jesus’ answer  was simple:  “I did tell you, but you do not believe.” 
 
John tells us that in his Gospel that by this point in his ministry Jesus had already told the 
people, “I am the Bread of Life, which a man may eat and not die.”  “I am the Light of the 
World.  Whoever follows me will have the light of life.”  With these claims Jesus made it 
clear that he was the promised Savior from God.  And Jesus added, “The miracles I do in my 
Father’s name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.”  Jesus 
had healed the blind, cast out evil spirits, miraculously fed thousands of people.  Who else 
could do such things?  How foolish it was for the leaders to now say, “If you are the Christ, 
tell us plainly.” 
 
And then Jesus went still further.  He declared, “I and the Father are one.”  The verse that 
come immediately after that verse (after our text) tell us that some of the people wanted to 
stone him for this claim, because, as they said, “You, a mere man, are claiming to be God.”  
(cf. John 10:31ff)  They understood what Jesus was saying  (even if they didn’t believe it).  
Jesus didn’t merely claim to be a messenger from God; he—though he was undeniably a 
man—was claiming to be in full, perfect union in his very nature with the only eternal God, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Still today there are some who claim, “Jesus never said he was God.”  Still today there are 
many different opinions about who Jesus Christ really was.  But it’s not because Jesus 
himself didn’t speak plainly, or that the Bible is unclear.  The reason for these differences of 
opinion is because, as Jesus said long ago, they are not his sheep.  They do not believe what 
Jesus said, nor do they want to. 
 
Jesus’ sheep are those who take him at his Word.  Jesus’ sheep are those who believe those 
awesome claims that Jesus made about himself, that he is who he said he is—One God with 
the Father from all eternity, and no less.   That’s why it says at the end of one of our ancient 
confessions of faith in the Triune God (the Athanasian Creed) that “whoever does not 
faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.”  For Jesus himself said that those who do 
not believe his words are not really his sheep.  But of those who believe him he said, “My 
sheep listen to my voice!” 
 
Can we count ourselves in that number?  Are we his sheep?  It’s not because we were so 
much more intelligent than those who reject Jesus’ Word.   We have to confess with Isaiah, 
“We all like sheep have gone astray.”  (Isaiah 53:6)  We were no better than the rest.  But 
the shepherd called us, came and found us, brought us into his flock.   We are his sheep 
because of his love.  His powerful voice called to us and opened our deaf ears—a voice that 
came through people who taught us his Word—so that we know him and follow him.   
 
And that’s why we gather together into a Christian church.  We are glad to join with those 
who know Jesus in truth, who believe that the things he said about himself are true, who 



believe that his miracles were real and true ones.   We don’t follow him separately but we 
follow him together.  We join a church not because it’s such an “organized religion” but 
because we can’t help but find joy and fellowship in gathering with other people who 
believe in the same Savior that we do.  They are Jesus’ sheep! 
 
 
II.  Jesus’ sheep are those who believe in Jesus’ awesome promises to them 
And then Jesus went on to deliver some truly awesome promises to his sheep: 
 

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father's hand.” 

 
For those who listen to Jesus and believe his Word, Jesus has amazingly wonderful 
promises.  “I give them eternal life.”  Eternal life as a gift of a loving Savior to undeserving 
sinners.  “They shall never perish.”   What looks like death to the eye is only a passage 
leading to the blessed eternal life that the Savior guarantees to all who are his sheep.   
 
How can that kind of blessing be offered to us?  Jesus not only offers us that gift in love but 
offered himself in love upon the cross, to wash away the guilt that would have kept us away 
from eternal life.  As he said a few verses earlier in this chapter, “I lay down my life for the 
sheep.”   Think of it!  It’s one thing for a very wealthy person to give a generous gift.  It’s 
another thing for someone to offer to give something that they acquired only at a terrible 
cost to themselves.  Jesus not only gives us eternal life but goes to all the incredible lengths 
of suffering and dying—all so that he can come to you in his Word and say, “I give you 
eternal life.” 
 
Jesus’ sheep are those who believe in that promise—those who believe that they have 
eternal life not because they have it coming to them as an obligation, but those who believe 
that Jesus Christ out of pure love gives it to them freely, having earned it by dying for their 
sins. 
 
And then Jesus adds words just as precious:  “No one can ever snatch them out of my hand.”  
After all, Jesus explains, it is the Father—God himself—who has given them to him.  And my 
Father, Jesus says, “is greater than all.”  Who has the power to undo an act of God?  What 
enemy can threaten to take away a salvation that has been planned, decreed, and carried 
out by the Almighty God, just so that you could enjoy paradise with him someday? 
 
What an incredible way to see yourself and your life.  You are held firmly in Jesus’ hand 
because God himself has placed you there.  You have a Savior who holds you tight all the 
time, who as your shepherd will fight off every enemy that comes for you.  Jesus tells us this 
not to make us arrogant about our salvation but to make us grateful and give us peace, so 
that we don’t fear. 



 
Conclusion 
It all happened in the same day last week:  A murder in Pueblo, and rumors of a missing child 
who didn't make it to school.  At the same time a suburban Denver school is having 
(another) school shooting.   And these are supposed to be the safe places!   When you look 
at this world and all the other things going on--war and terrorism and human trafficking and 
all the rest--a person could conclude: you aren’t safe anywhere. 
 
John chapter 10 says exactly the opposite.  It says you are safe everywhere.  You are safe 
because you have a Good Shepherd watching over you, come what may.   As Martin Luther 
put it, “And take they our life, goods, fame, child, and wife, though all may be gone, they yet 
have nothing won; the kingdom ours remaineth.”  No terrorist, no devil, no earthly threat 
can touch your soul.  It is safe in Jesus the Shepherd’s hands, and your inheritance in heaven 
is beyond the reach of any enemy.  He lives to bring you safely there.  
 
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  Believe that he is who he claimed to be—God 
from God, Light from Light.  Believe that he gives you eternal life.  And no one will ever 
snatch you out of his hand.  Amen. 
 
 


