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          Early in the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came from the LORD :  
"This is what the LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the LORD's house and speak to all the 
people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of the LORD. Tell them 
everything I command you; do not omit a word.  Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from 
his evil way. Then I will relent and not bring on them the disaster I was planning because of the 
evil they have done.  Say to them, 'This is what the LORD says: If you do not listen to me and 
follow my law, which I have set before you,  and if you do not listen to the words of my servants 
the prophets, whom I have sent to you again and again (though you have not listened), then I 
will make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of cursing among all the nations of the 
earth.' " (Jeremiah 26:1-6) 

 

"Why does the Lord wait?" 
 
What is he waiting for?  We feel like asking. 
 
Three thousand years ago King David wrote in the Psalms, “The Lord looks down from 
heaven upon the sons of men to see if they are any who understand, any who seek God.  All 
have turned aside, they have together become corrupt.  There is no one who does good, not 
even one.”  (Psalm 14:2-3)  That was three millennia ago.  And David’s words are still true, of 
course.  The world is corrupt, full of sin and full of sinners, with not a truly righteous man or 
woman to be found, you and I included.  How can a holy and righteous God stand to let it go 
on? 
 
Well, we know why God waited in the days of David.  He had a promise to fulfill, a great act 
of love to carry out.  In his wonderful grace and mercy, God kept his promise to send a 
Savior to that fallen world, his own Son Jesus Christ—the Savior he promised the very day 
that sin came into the world in the beginning.  God promised deliverance to all who believe 
in that Savior Jesus, because by the suffering and the death he endured, he atoned for all 
that guilt and wickedness of humanity.   
 
But it has been two thousand years, almost, since that Savior returned to the heavens with a 
promise that he would return, in power and glory, to judge the living and the dead.  During 
that 2000 years, countless millions have fallen asleep in faith in him and been gathered to 
eternal life.  Here on earth we too await his glorious return.  But as the storm clouds gather 
around the church of God—apostasy and false teaching and persecution and hostility (all 
things that Jesus said would happen, by the way!), aren’t we tempted to ask: What is he 
waiting for?  Isn’t two thousand years long enough? 
 



And it’s here that I think our first lesson from the book of Jeremiah can be helpful to us. 
 
Jeremiah was the last great prophet to serve God’s people in Jerusalem before its 
destruction.  At the time of our lesson that destruction hadn’t yet happened, though God 
had been warning about it for hundreds of years.  Time was running out.  The last good king 
of Judah, Josiah, was dead and a new king Jehoiakim had taken his place who was not godly.  
After centuries of idol worship and now more going on, God surely had every reason to 
destroy the city had been so unfaithful to him. 
 
But he didn’t!  Instead he sent out his prophet with one more appeal.  “Stand in the 
courtyard of the LORD's house and speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come to 
worship in the house of the LORD. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a word.  
Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from his evil way. Then I will relent and not bring 
on them the disaster I was planning because of the evil they have done.” 
 
Perhaps they will listen.  Perhaps I won’t have to bring upon them the punishment that my 
justice demands for their sin and wickedness.  Perhaps they will repent.  God was 
determined to give every opportunity.  He would be patient with his people beyond our 
capability to understand.  Because, you see, God isn’t eager to bring punishment.  “As surely 
as the Lord lives,” God said in another prophet’s book at about this same time, “I take no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they turn from their ways and live.”  (Ezekiel 
18:32)  God wanted to spare his people! 
 
And so he sent his prophet Jeremiah out one more time.  Go stand in the temple and preach.  
Tell them everything I said.  “Do not omit a word”, literally ‘shave’ a word off of all that I 
have decreed.  Tell them of my commandments but also remind them of my love.  Warn 
them of exactly what disaster they will face if they continue to turn their backs on me.  Don’t 
hold anything back!  “If you do not listen to me and follow my law, which I have set before 
you,  and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have sent to 
you again and again (though you have not listened), then I will make this house like Shiloh 
and this city an object of cursing among all the nations of the earth.'” 
 
And so we sit here today, 2600 years after Jeremiah.  And don’t we see in that Word of God 
the reason why our Lord Jesus waits today, why his 2nd coming is (to our way of thinking) so 
long delayed?  Yes, we do pray with the apostle John “Lord Jesus, come quickly” as he 
writes in the book of Revelation.  How could we not pray that way, when his coming will 
give us the chance to see him, worship him, and be with him forever? 
 
And yet dare we accuse or blame God for waiting these 20 centuries to bring about that 2nd 
coming of Jesus Christ?  Shouldn’t we rather praise him for that patience?  Isn’t it because of 
that very patience of God that we ourselves are saved, that loving-kindness that moved him 
to send his Son to take our place upon the cross and die to save us instead of destroying us 
for our sins?  Or what if God’s patience with this sinful world had run out back in, say, the 17th 
century after Christ.  We would never have been born or even existed!  And if not then we 



would never have lived to be saved and one day spend eternity in the light of the glory of 
God, by his grace for Jesus’ sake.  Aren’t we glad that God has waited as long as he has to 
bring this world to an end? 
 
And what about now?  Yes, it pains us to see God’s name mocked so often, to see God’s 
people in many places suffering severe persecution and even martyrdom for their faith.  But 
is that all that is happening in the world?  Aren’t people still coming to hear the truth and 
being saved?  Every day aren’t people being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ?  If we pray 
that our Lord would come quickly, wouldn’t it also be right to praise him for his patience, so 
that as many as possible get to hear the Gospel and spend eternity with him in glory? 
 
And aren’t there people that we know whom we fear are not ready?  As much as we want to 
be with our Savior and out of this sinful world, don’t we also want to make sure that the 
people we know and love and care about are also ready for the day of judgment?  And there 
are so many that are not ready.  Forgive us, Lord, if we have only cared about ourselves and 
not about the faith of others! 
 
So what do we do?  We listen to the Word of God through Jeremiah.  First of all, we listen to 
God’s call to repent in those words.  New Christian or old, every one of us needs to daily 
“turn from our evil ways,” to renounce our sinful nature, to drown it in the water of our 
baptism, to turn from sin, rejoice in forgiveness and pray for strength to live a new life. 
 
Then we listen to God’s call to Jeremiah:  “Stand in the courtyard of the LORD's house and 
speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of the LORD.”  
And we recognize God’s call to his people of all time in those words.  Keep on sharing my 
Word!  Keep on delivering my loving warnings!  Don’t omit a word—don’t cut short my 
message just in order to spare someone’s feelings or to try to make the truth more 
palatable.  Stay faithful to my message, all of it, every word of it--all of my warnings and all of 
my promises! 
 
 
Conclusion 
So what happened when Jeremiah preached?  No sooner did he finish his message than he 
was promptly arrested by the “priests, the prophets and all the people” and nearly 
executed.  But there were some of the officials and the people who were convinced by his 
words and his defense and declared, “This man should not be sentenced to death!  He has 
spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.”  (cf. Jeremiah 26:6-17)  Yes, Jerusalem 
ended up destroyed, about 11 years after Jeremiah preached about it.  God’s judgment 
couldn’t be averted.  But there were some to hear and to take warning before it happened. 
 
Will we postpone or cancel that dreadful Judgment Day by our preaching?  No, that day has 
been prophesied for centuries, and its day has already been set and is known by God.  But 
we pray that like Jeremiah, by our words and our deeds we might turn some from their sin 



and show them their Savior, that when that great Day of the Lord so long foretold does 
arrive, they might rejoice with us and bow to Christ not in fear but in worship. 
 
The day will come.  Scripture leaves no doubt. You and I and all people will face judgment.  
We deserve damnation--but all who put their trust in Christ, who are found to be in him, will 
not be condemned.  It will be a day of rejoicing, a day of excitement as we see the dawn of a 
new and glorious day.  This is most certainly true. 
 
 Jesus sends his church out into the courtyards to teach his Word.  He sends us as he sent 
Jeremiah, telling us not to omit even a word, to give the world the full warning that he 
commands, that they might be saved.  That too, is beyond doubt.   
 
God help us prepare ourselves and others, that we might be spared the destruction of this 
created world and live to see the awesome new day that dawns with everlasting glory!  For 
Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 
 


