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“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” 
declares the LORD.  Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who 
tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not 
bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares 
the LORD.  “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 
driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase 
in number.  I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be 
afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing, ” declares the LORD. 
 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah 
will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be called:  The LORD 
Our Righteousness."  (Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

 

"You are part of a better kingdom" 
 
Do you ever wish that God's kingdom could be a little more visible in this world? 
 
You read the Bible and you hear about some of the dramatic events, some of the ways in 
which God used to show his power at work.  Maybe especially you think about some of 
those Old Testament stories.   God struck Egypt with the terrible ten plagues.  The waters of 
the Red Sea divided.  The walls of Jericho collapsed at the sound of trumpets.  The sun stood 
still.  David felled the giant with a single stone.   So many Bible stories of God's power on 
behalf of his people.     
 
And through those miracles God's kingdom on earth was established in the nation of Israel.  
God's people had their own nation, with its capital at Jerusalem.  And when they listened to 
the Word of God things went well.  Enemies were conquered.  Battles were won.  The 
beautiful golden temple of Solomon was built and his wisdom and the splendor of his 
kingdom amazed the people from near and far.  It was grand.  It was glorious.   
 
Instead we sit here today, with no miracles to perform, no armies to conquer anybody.  Just 
some groups of people who seem to be, quite frankly, swimming against the tide, pushing 
against the waves of popular opinion and popular culture, trying to put on a small soccer 
camp and a small VBS, trying to pay off the church's mortgage while a lot of us are paying 
off our own at the same time.  Where's the glory in this?  If this is supposed to be the 
kingdom of God today, where is the power, where is the majesty?  Why can't God make his 
kingdom a little more visible in this world of ours? 
 



If we have ever felt that frustration, then I think these verses that we have today, especially 
the first lesson from Jeremiah, have something to say to you and me. 
 
In that lesson, first of all, we get a reminder of the outcome of all those miracles, a reminder 
of what happened to that once-glorious kingdom of Israel.  In spite of all those amazing 
miracles of God, that kingdom failed.  By the time of Jeremiah the last parts of that kingdom 
were collapsing.  And he tells us why it happened.  It happened because the leaders that 
were supposed to take care of it were, for the most part, evil and they led the people astray 
with them.   “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the LORD.  Wicked prophets, wicked priests and especially wicked kings led 
God's people away from him into idol worship of the worst description and all the other sins 
of the pagan nations around them.  And as a result the kingdoms of Israel collapsed.   By the 
time of Jeremiah the nation was being conquered and exiled to Babylon, the temple and 
royal palace destroyed. 
 
Let's be thankful that this is not this is not how God's kingdom operates for us.  Let's be 
thankful, much more so, that God didn't give up on his plan altogether when his people 
rejected his Word for so long.  God didn't give up.  He declared, in this wonderful verse from 
Jeremiah, that he would send a much better kind of kingdom with a much better kind of 
King.  “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which he will be called:  
The LORD Our Righteousness." 
 
I will bring a new King, the son of David.  He will do what God wants.  He will save my people 
and bring them to a place of safety.   
 
We saw him at work in our Gospel reading today.  He and his disciples were tired and worn 
out, and so he suggested to them that they go away for awhile and get some rest.  But the 
crowds follow him anyway, around the lake, eliminating any chance that they could find 
their solitude.  But instead of feeling angry, discouraged--he felt compassion for the crowds!  
He saw that they were like sheep without a shepherd.  So he began teaching them.  Not 
making them into an army.  Teaching them.  This is how Jesus' kingdom would work and 
grow. 
 
And what a name he bears!  Jeremiah called him "The Lord our righteousness."  Not just 'the 
righteous Lord', but my righteousness and your righteousness.   He wasn't just a good King, 
he was a king whose righteousness could be shared, could be given to sinners.    And that's 
exactly what he has done, sending righteousness to his people through faith and baptism in 
his name, so that 'everyone who believes and is baptized will be saved' (Mark 16:16).  But 
think of how he had to make that possible!  Not through mighty acts of power but by 
refusing to use that power, allowing evil hypocrites to clap him in irons.  Not by leading 
mighty armies, but by horrible suffering and pain and death.   
 



So that's what we have.  Not miraculous powers, mighty armies, or splendid palaces, but 
rather an ironclad and unbreakable promises that our sins are forgiven, that we have a 
relationship with God that is untouchable and independent of all the chaos and ups and 
downs of life in this world.  And how glad we can be that this is the case.   
 
Imagine that the success of God's kingdom today was tied directly to the success and 
righteousness of our nation.  How distressing that would be!  Every election that didn't go 
the right way, every economic downturn, every military setback would mean that God's 
kingdom was on the decline.  And we would look around at the social and moral state of 
affairs around us--the immorality, the thefts and corruption, the laziness and greed, and all 
the other sins and vices and might well wonder:  how can this be the kingdom of God?  And 
that is exactly how some people feel, fretting over the downfall of America (or modern 
political Israel) as if the fate of the kingdom of God depended on the rise and fall of nations 
on earth.   
 
Jesus is not the King of a nation.  He's the king of righteousness for people of any and every 
nation who believe in him.  His kingdom does not rise and fall with the political fortunes of a 
party, an army, or a nation.  His kingdom grows when men and women trust in him for 
forgiveness and protection from evil, for eternal life and for resurrection.  And even when 
his people are cut down by persecution or by death and the grave, all that happens is that 
they are transported into glory by his side while the kingdom continues to spread down on 
earth here below. 
 
Last week and this week the readings talked about the ministry of the Word that Jesus has 
set up.  Jeremiah predicted it even as he predicted the coming of the Savior.  “I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will 
bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number.  I will 
place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, 
nor will any be missing, ” declares the LORD. 
 
This is the better way in which God is working now, the better kingdom that you are a part 
of.  He gathers people together through the Word, the message about Jesus.  He provides 
shepherds, people to be spiritual leaders for his flock, but Jesus himself is over them all.  And 
as long as we stay in that Word no enemy can destroy our faith, no one can rob us of 
salvation.   
 
He leaves us in the world, because we have work to do, and that in and of itself is a glorious 
thing (even if the glory isn't so visible); the chance to serve Jesus and spread his name to 
those who don't know him.  In heaven we won't have that opportunity, the chance to 
actually extend the kingdom of Jesus, the chance to show we believe in him in a hostile 
environment.  Those are opportunities that are only for here and now, and so they are 
precious to us.  But one day he will say "enough" and gather us all to himself.  "They will no 
longer be afraid, or terrified, nor will any be missing."   
 



 
Conclusion 
Long ago, in God's plan and arrangement, there was an earthly kingdom.  But it failed and it 
collapsed.  And what we have now, right here, is far better.  Better than the victory of an 
Israelite army, better than the temple of Solomon.  Because now we have the fulfillment.  
Now we have the Lord our Righteousness, Jesus Christ, and can see just why he deserves 
that name.  Now we have unity with God and with one another. 
 
So--no regrets.  No wishing for short-term glory.  We know soon enough God will show his 
power in this world.  We know that soon enough we will see real glory.  Until then--be 
thankful that you in a better kingdom than Old Testament Israel, a better fellowship with 
one another here, a better King who shares his righteousness with you.  Praise God that he 
has made you a part of the newer, better kingdom!  Amen. 
 
   
 
 


