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 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the 

land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You 

too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.  Don't grumble against 

each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  

  Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord.  As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. 

You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The 

Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  (James 5:7-11) 

 

What does it mean to wait patiently for the Lord? 
 

News story from Houston, Texas, January 16 of this year.  A 33-year old man named Joshua 

Defriese apparently became enraged when his order at a Sonic fast food restaurant was 

taking too long.  Defriese reacted by smashing the door and digital signage of the 

restauarant, causing $7,000 of damage before fleeing in his vehicle.  He was later 

apprehended and charged with felony criminal mischief with a $1500 bond.  There was no 

word on whether or not Defriese ever received his food.  1 

 

It's not hard to see that Mr. Defriese is an example of waiting impatiently.  But what does it 

really mean to wait patiently?  St. James told us in our lesson today, "Be patient, brothers, 

until the Lord's coming."   Last week based on Paul's words in Romans 13, we talked 

about being ready for the Lord to come at any time.  But this week James gives us the 

other side of the coin--that we should also be spiritually prepared for the long haul.  What 

does it mean to WAIT PATIENTLY FOR THE LORD?   What's the difference between waiting 

patiently and just waiting?   James gives us 3 interesting illustrations and examples to help 

us understand what he means.   

 

 

1. Waiting patiently means--not getting angry about the wait 

The last two examples come from the Old Testament, but James' first example of waiting is 

taken from the natural world.  See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 

valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 

 

                                                           
1
 https://patch.com/texas/houston/man-angered-over-slow-fast-food-service-damages-sonic-drive retrieved on 

12/3/2019. 

https://patch.com/texas/houston/man-angered-over-slow-fast-food-service-damages-sonic-drive


Wait like a farmer, James says.  As his verse indicates, Israel had rainy and dry seasons, and 

the farmers relied on the rainy season coming in its proper time.  When it was the dry 

season, it would have been ridiculous for the farmer to become angry that the rain wasn't 

coming soon enough. You can understand why a farmer might become anxious toward the 

end of the dry season, knowing that if the rains didn't come he would lose hi crop.  But 

there was nothing he could do except wait--and pray.   

 

James says that for Christians, waiting patiently means not becoming angry about God 

doing things in his own time.  that's why he adds, " You too, be patient and stand firm, 

because the Lord's coming is near.  Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or 

you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!   As we get closer to the end of 

this age, the Bible tells us that for Christians things will become more challenging.  

Persecution and false teaching will increase.  Mission work probably will become more 

difficult or even dangerous.  Love will grow cold, Jesus says (Matthew 24:12); even young 

people who have been trained in Jesus' word will abandon it for sinful lifestyles.  Christians 

and churches will be under more and more stress and pressure. 

 

But when this happens, it won't do for us to turn on each other!  Then, James says, we 

ourselves become liable for God's judgment.  Patiently waiting for the Lord means being 

patient and kind with one another.  Instead of being frustrated with each other, let's 

remember that the Lord's coming is still near, certainly in the eternal scheme of things.  

How foolish of us to spend time on earth in needless arguments with those with whom we 

will spend eternity in perfect harmony!  Even when we have honest differences of opinion, 

we can express ourselves with patience and love.   

 

 

2.  Waiting patiently means--working faithfully while we wait 

Then, James directs his readers to their Bible history for some more examples.  Brothers, 

as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord.  As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. 

 

Which prophets was James thinking of?  There are plenty of great examples to choose 

from.  Think of how patient Moses had to be with the Israelites and their short memories 

and repeated rebelliousness.  Jeremiah had to work for decades in a thankless 

environment, preaching warnings to a nation that had hardened its heart against God.  Or 

think of Elijah, having to stand up against kings and queens and their Baal worship at the 

risk of his life over and over again. Those are just a few of the examples we could find from 

the Old Testament. 

 

Of course, a careful look at those prophets shows that they actually weren't always so 

patient.  Moses once lost his temper and yelled at the Israelites (Numbers 20:6-12).  



Jeremiah repeatedly cried out to the Lord for relief from his troubles.  Elijah almost gave in 

to despair, asking the Lord to let him die because he was sure that his ministry had been in 

vain.  But in the end--those prophets, with God's love and help, persevered.  They received 

their goal of eternal life.   

 

By bringing up these prophets, I think James wants us to understand that waiting 

PATIENTLY doesn't mean waiting IDLY.  These prophets worked as they waited!  They 

didn't just wait for God's judgment to fall on the Israelites; they did everything they could 

to warn and rescue people from that destruction.   

 

There may come a time in your life when something like a health problem might mean that 

there's not much you can do but wait for the Lord, either to heal you or take you home.  

But if you're not in that category today--waiting for the Lord means working faithfully for 

him.  It means looking at what he has called you to do and doing it diligently.  It means not 

impatiently running away from your calling but giving glory to God as you carry it out.   

 

 

3. Waiting patiently means--clinging in faith to God's promises while we wait 

James has one more example for us, this time a specific one from a fairly famous Bible 

story.  You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally 

brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.   

 

The "patience of Job" has become legendary.  But again, as you read through the story of 

Job, we find out that he wasn't always so patient.  At first he was--as you heard in our first 

lesson today, despite the terrible tragedies he endured, Job simply declared, "The Lord 

gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised."  But if you read 

on to the middle sections of the book of Job (as we did recently in our Thursday Bible 

studies), you'll find out that Job often cried out and wondered why this had happened.  In 

fact, he seemed to be questioning God so much that his 3 so-called 'friends' began 

attacking and criticizing him, blaming Job for his sins. 

 

But through it all, Job refused to curse God, as the devil blasphemously had predicted he 

would.  Even in his anguish, he clung to faith--not always in short-term positive outcomes 

but in God's greater promises of resurrection from the dead through a Redeemer.  (Job 

19:23-27)  And, as James reminds us, God did cut short his suffering and restored his 

health and fortunes even on this side of the grave, more evidence of God's "compassion 

and mercy." 

 

The example of Job shows us that waiting patiently means clinging to God's promises.  And 

that means staying near to them!  The same archenemy Satan that attacked Job will also 

attack you.  He will use the catastrophes of your life to try to convince you that God 



doesn't love you, that it's no use waiting for him or praying to him, that you should instead 

curse him to his face. 

 

The only answer to Satan's persistent attacks is the Holy Spirit working through God's 

Word and sacraments.  He will help you to overcome the enemy.  He will build confidence 

in God's love and trust in his promises. 

 

Advent is a great time for this.  For what better example of God keeping a long-awaited 

promise could we find than in the promises and the birth of the Savior?  For centuries 

God's people waited and waited for their Messiah to come.  Many fell away or 

misunderstood.  But in the end the promise was kept.  "When the time had fully  come, 

God sent his Son."  And when the time fully comes, his Son will come again. 

 

Job's perseverance was not in vain.  And neither will yours be.  Waiting patiently for the 

Lord means clinging in faith to his words to you.  And we're not only talking about his 

promise to come again, although that is James' main thought here.  Maybe we wait for 

God to keep his promise to provide a way out from suffering and not allow us to receive 

more than we can bear, his promise to use all things for the good of his people, his 

promise that our prayers are powerful and effective and that the preaching and teaching of 

his Word always has a powerful impact.  We wait for him to call us home to heaven when 

our work on earth is done, if that happens before Jesus returns  We wait for God to keep 

all those promises.  And he will--sometimes in earthly blessings as he did for Job, 

sometimes not till we reach glory.  But we can wait in faith and cling to his Word, because 

he will never let us down. 

 

Conclusion 

Wait for the Lord--patiently.  That means not grumbling and complaining or being angry, 

with the Lord or with one another.  It means working faithfully as we wait.  It means 

clinging to God's promises in faith.   

 

For "the Lord is full of compassion and mercy."  If he makes us wait on him, it's never for 

no reason!  He has a purpose even in making us wait.  His purposes are always good.  He is 

eager to bring us even greater blessings than we have ever known.  As soon as the time is 

right--he will do it.   You can wait for it.  You can count on it.  Amen. 


