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 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, 
and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying.  And they were calling to one another:  
         "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  
         the whole earth is full of his glory."  
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.  
 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  
 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."  
 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  
 And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"     (Isaiah 6:1-8) 

 
Everybody has their fears.  Some are rational and some are less rational.  My family could tell 
you I have a bit of an irrational phobia of stinging flying insects.  If there's ever a Sunday 
where there's a big wasp flying around this altar area--let's just say we might be having 
church outside that day.  I had a man tell me once that for him a tropical vacation would be a 
waste of money because he couldn't possibly set foot in the ocean.  He was terrified that he 
would be eaten by a shark.   
 
But the one fear that everybody has--whether they realize they have it or not--is the fear of 
God. 
 
Look at Peter in today's Gospel.  He knew Jesus and had already spent some time with him.  
Jesus looked just like an ordinary person.  And yet when Peter and his friends were 
confronted face to face with the reality that this was a man who could point his finger at the 
fish in the sea and they would obey him--when he was being confronted with the presence of 
God's Son--he fell on his face and said, "Please go away from me--I'm a sinner."  And we are 
no different.  If we would ever be confronted by the awesomeness of God (in our present 
sinful state)--it would bring us a fear like we have never known.   
 
And that's what happened to Isaiah in our reading today. While he was at the temple it was 
given to him to see God surrounded by his holy angels.  And his response?    "Woe to me!...I 
am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips...and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty." 
 



Last week we heard about the call of Jeremiah.  He felt that he was incapable of serving as 
God's prophet.  "I don't know how to speak," he protested.  God reminded him of the 
authority that he was giving him to speak God's own powerful word and not his own. 
 
But as we hear the call of Isaiah we are reminded that there are even more fundamental 
obstacles to people like us serving as God's spokespeople.  Why should we want to speak 
for God in the first place?  And even if we did, how can we possibly be worthy of doing so?  
Both of these questions have the same answer, as we are reminded in the story of Isaiah's 
call:  GOD'S GRACE COMPELS US TO SPEAK FOR HIM. 
 
I. Only by grace can we ever have a relationship with God 
I remember a radio commercial for a different church that I once heard that made me smile 
a little bit.  A woman mentions to her husband that she has invited the pastor over to their 
house.  The husband is horrified at this news.  "You did WHAT?"  In a panic he runs around 
trying to get rid of any incriminating evidence in his house and frantically hollers to his 
children, "Stay in your rooms and don't come out!"  And then the commercial says:  "If this is 
how afraid you are of meeting a pastor...imagine how you'll feel coming face to face with 
God!" 
 
Isaiah did see the Lord.  I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of 
his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: ... And they were 
calling to one another:   "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 
glory." At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 
filled with smoke.   And he was terrified.  The awareness of his own lack of purity filled him 
with fear in the presence of the awesome glory of heaven.   
 
This is a feeling we try hard to avoid.   Of course we aren't confronted with a visible 
manifestation of God.  But we get a taste of it sometimes when we read or hear the Bible.  
For there God reveals his holiness in his law and will for our lives.  When we hear God say:  
don't take revenge.  Forgive others.  Be respectful of those over you.  Don't misuse my holy 
name.  Be pure in heart and desire and action.    Even without the visible glory of God 
dazzling our eyes, when the light of these holy expectations shines on us we start feeling 
uncomfortable because we know the God who stands behind it.  And we know that one day 
we will all stand before him.  Our conscience knows this and the Bible agrees with it! 
 
But then... one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."  
 
The God of awesome holiness is a God of incredible grace!  With a touch he tells his prophet 
that his sin is removed.   Imagine how terrified Isaiah must have been to have the angel 
approach him with something that should have burned him with holy fire.  Instead it does 
the opposite.  It took away his sin.  
 



 It's an incredible event.  But the same thing happens to you!   As the bread and wine touch 
your lips you hear Jesus' words to you:  This is my body, given for you...my blood, shed for 
you for the forgiveness of your sins.  Your guilt is taken away because your sin was atoned 
for at the cross of Jesus Christ.   And the words of God seal that forgiveness for you that you 
receive by faith.   
 
We don't deserve to speak for God.  But God has taken care of that problem by the 
incredible act of atonement at the cross.  He makes the unworthy worthy in a way that only 
he could do.  And that same forgiveness that makes us capable of speaking God's Word is 
the same grace that makes us eager to do that very thing.   
 
 
II. That grace we have received compels us to serve God 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"   And I 
said, "Here am I. Send me!" 
 
He volunteers for the task!   Did Isaiah know what he was signing up for with those words?   
Did he know that he would prophesy for good kings and bad, that (if the ancient tradition is 
right) he would be martyred in a gruesome way by wicked King Manasseh?  And even if he 
had known all that, would it have made any difference?  What compelled Isaiah to say "Send 
me!" was the incredible experience of a holy God canceling out his sin and letting him enter 
his presence.   At that moment Isaiah didn't care about how successful he would be, how 
many people would listen to him, or exactly what message he would be asked to share.  It 
was enough for him to know that he could do something to serve the God who forgave him.  
"Here am I!  Send me!" 
 
And so you and I are compelled to serve.  Much stronger than any commandment could ever 
urge us or compel us, is the desire we already have in our own hearts to serve the Savior 
who shed his blood to make us clean.  If there's something that we can do for him--
something important that will truly matter to him--well then it really doesn't matter all that 
much to us either whether it's something easy or hard, whether it will be appreciated by the 
world or unappreciated or even hated.  When Jesus says, "Whom can I find to carry out this 
task?" it's the faith and gratitude of our hearts that lead us to say, "I can.  I will.  If you will 
only be with me and help me"--the very thing he has always promised to do. 
 
And so that grace we know in Jesus compels our speaking, so that we speak about him in 
ways that honor him and lead others to him.  It compels our mission work as a church and 
the serving we do in all the groups that are a part of it.  It compels the giving of hard-earned 
dollars that supports that mission work in Pueblo West and around the world.  If we 
understand that we are cleansed and headed for a heavenly home for Jesus' sake--and we 
understand that those are ways that he wants us to serve, that he wants his salvation spread 
and his  name glorified--that's all we need to know to say, "Here am I--use me, use my gifts 
however you can use." 
 



 
Conclusion 
"Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty."  We may not have seen that splendor of heaven's 
throne (yet) and the holiness of our Triune God.  But Isaiah records it so that we are aware 
of it.  The awesomeness of God.  The glory of the angels.  But especially his love that finds a 
way to forgive sinners without compromising his own holiness.  That's the one true God of 
the Bible.   
 
When you are weary and uninspired, when you are ready to give up on serving him, think of 
this story.   Put yourself in Isaiah's shoes.  Appreciate who your God is.  Appreciate the 
miracle of grace.  Appreciate that when you see your Creator, it will be with your sin 
removed thanks to Jesus Christ.  And you will find yourself saying, "Send me.   Use me to 
serve.  Use me to speak."  May the Savior who makes us willing and capable bless our lives 
that are dedicated to thanking him for his grace!  Amen. 
 
 


