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"Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  
       The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.  
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create,  
       for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.  
I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people;  
       the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.  
"Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days,  
       or an old man who does not live out his years;  
       he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth;  
       he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.  
They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  
No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat.  
       For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people;  
       my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands.  
They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune;  
       for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them.  
Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.  
The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox,  
       but dust will be the serpent's food.  
       They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain," says the LORD. 
        (Isaiah 65:17-25) 

 

Lift up your hearts with God's promise of eternal life 
 
It's a sad reality that we probably don't spend nearly enough time thinking about heaven. 
 
Whether in your family life, your personal life, or even in congregational life, there are 
enough things that weigh you down.  Things that rob you of your joy.  A bad medical 
diagnosis.  A quarrel.  A crime.  The aches and pains, the never-ending bills, a world that 
doesn't care much about God's Word and friends that seem more concerned about 
themselves than they do with you. 
 
And then we hear God remind us again, as he does in our verses from Isaiah chapter 65, that 
all of it is so temporary, and that what's coming is eternal.   
 
Maybe another reason why it's hard for us to spend time thinking about heaven is that it has 
so many question marks.  It's hard to imagine.  God doesn't tell us everything about heaven, 



and some of what he does tell us is hard for us to wrap our minds around--like eternity, for 
example.   
 
All the more reason, though, for us to pay close attention to what God does say, so that we 
can imagine, so that we can lift up our discouraged hearts with the promises of God and find 
in them the joy that can permeate our lives and attitudes right now.  So let's listen to God 
speak to us. 
 
Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  
       The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.  
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create,  
       for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.  
I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people;  
       the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.  
  
A whole new world.  New heavens and a new earth.  "In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth" that we now inhabit, but that whole creation has been corrupted by 
the fall into sin.  So when the time is right, he will replace it or reshape it into something 
totally new.  He still calls it "Jerusalem" here, but this is not the same old Jerusalem that you 
can find on the globe now.  The book of Revelation, which echoes a lot of this chapter, talks 
about the "New Jerusalem" coming down out of heaven from God.   
 
So who will be there?   This part of the chapter doesn't tell us that question.  But, of course, 
the book of Isaiah is a treasure full of truth about that very thing.  "The Redeemer will come 
to Zion--to those in Jacob who repent of their sins," Isaiah prophesied in an earlier chapter 
(59:20).  Woe to the person who thinks they deserve to go to heaven!  Woe to anyone who 
teaches that people can get there on their own merits, that it comes to someone because 
they are a so-called "good person"!  God's Word is clear, in Old Testament and New:  
salvation is God's gift, it comes only through faith in the promised Redeemer, it is received 
by a faith that humbly repents and admits that we are unworthy recipients.   But for those 
who are led to that repentance and faith--what a confidence we can have, what joy is ours in 
knowing that our eternal home is secure in Jesus' hands! 
 
And when we get there we won't be troubled by the problems we have now, if we 
remember them at all.  It's hard to imagine that too.  I'm sure we will remember some things 
about life on earth.  After all, we'll most certainly know why we're in heaven.  We'll 
remember we were sinners that Jesus died to save.  We'll praise Jesus for everything he had 
to do, everything it did do in order to save us.  But there won't be any pain in the memory of 
what brought us there--only praise.  And never again will there be any unpleasant 
conversations, any disappointments, any failures.  "The sound of weeping and of crying will 
be heard in it no more."   
 
Is it hard to imagine?  Maybe we can imagine a great day in our lives--a vacation, a 
celebration, the day you got engaged.  A day with no disappointments, a day so joyful that 



yesterday's problems were forgotten and tomorrow's fears were invisible.  Can you imagine 
that kind of day...every day? 
 
And even that's not the best of it.  "I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my 
people."  The greatest thing about heaven is perhaps the hardest thing to imagine--the fact 
that God himself will be there, and that we won't have the slightest bit of apprehension or 
discomfort at God being visibly in your presence and you in his.  Your Creator, the one who 
thought of you before the world was made, will be there.  Your Savior, who loved you in 
spite of your sins, will be there, will be near, will never be far away again.  Can you imagine? 
 
Compared to that, all other blessings pale in comparison; but God does want us to know 
more.   
 
They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  
No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat.  
       For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people;  
       my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands.  
They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune;  
       for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. 
 
We know from other verses in the Bible that our souls go to paradise immediately when we 
die.  It's hard to imagine what that will be like--to be at Jesus' side but apart from our bodies.  
But remember, in this chapter Isaiah is not writing about that time, but the time of 
resurrection from the dead, of the "new heaven and new earth", the new world that the 
Lord will make.  Our hope is not just for a spiritual life, but we believe in the resurrection of 
the body--and yet a body that is glorified and perfected by the power of Jesus.   
 
How different will that be from the life we have now?  Isaiah doesn't quite picture it as 
sitting on a cloud with a harp, does he?  He talks about things like working and building 
houses.  Is he just picturing things for us in ways that we can understand?   I'm sure that the 
reality of heaven is going to be greater than we can even imagine.  But that doesn't mean 
that it will be completely different from everything we have known.  Adam and Eve had 
work to do in the paradise of Eden, even before sin.   
 
But now, Isaiah says, no longer will work be done in vain, toiling for temporary things that 
we can't take with us, exhausting ourselves just to survive, getting a paycheck only to see 
our income swallowed up by unknown challenges, wearing ourselves out for tasks that 
often fail and go totally wrong.  No, in eternity our work will be blessed by the Lord.  Our 
plans will succeed, our minds and bodies will be strong, and we will never have to be afraid. 
 
The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox,  
       but dust will be the serpent's food.  
       They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain," says the LORD. 
 



Nature itself will be in harmony.   Does this mean thesre will be animals in heaven?  It kind of 
sounds like it, doesn't it?   And yet there can't be any doubt that with his line about the 
serpent the prophet is thinking of the curse God put on that serpent Satan in the Garden of 
Eden.   He is the real predator, always a threat to your soul and your life with God.  But he 
has no power in that new heaven and new earth.  You will not have to fear that anything will 
disrupt your perfect home.  There will be no temptation, no doubt.  God has promised it, and 
he cannot lie. 
 
There's one more section for us to notice, and it contains some language that might puzzle 
us just a little bit. 
 
"Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days,  
       or an old man who does not live out his years;  
       he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth;  
       he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.  
 
Death in heaven?  This is a hard verse to be sure; remember, though, that just a couple of 
verses earlier we heard that in the new heavens and earth there will be no weeping or 
crying, no grief at all.  Remember, too, that we're still in the Old Testament, and sometimes 
in those days God still hid or veiled the full glory of what was to come.  They only saw hints 
and shadows.  The point of the verse is that we will no longer worry about an untimely, 
shocking death that cuts life off unexpectedly.    
 
But for us In the New Testament God took off the veil completely.  At the empty tomb of 
Jesus Christ we see the promise of victory over death that is not partial but full and 
complete.   "Where, O death, is your sting?" we will be able to say (1 Cor. 15:55).  "There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain" God proimses (Rev. 21:4), "for the old 
order of things has passed away." 
 
Can we imagine?   A life where death has been abolished for good.  No funerals.  No 
mourning.  No fear of death, a fear that something good is ever going to come to an end.  
God's gift is permanent just as his presence will be constant. 
 
 
It's hard to imagine it all.  St. John admits it in one of his letters:  "Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known."  (1 John 3:2)  No words in 
this life, even those of the Bible itself, can capture the full wonder of the glory that lies 
ahead of us. 
 
But let us think on it more often!  Don't let the problems of this life, as dreadful as they can 
be, ever take the joy and anticipation of our future life from us.  For it's in those promises 
that we start to grasp the full depth of God's love:  that sinners like us should ever be able to 
lay hold of a perfect life with God--it's all because of Jesus.  All because of what he suffered.  
May he be glorified and praised by us now, even as he will be forever above!  Amen. 


