Infant Baptism
A biblical teaching, not just a Lutheran tradition!

Lesson 1: We practice infant baptism because of what baptism is

A pastor takes water and pours it over an infant's head. He speaks the name of the Triune God
in accordance with Jesus' word and command. A happy family stands around the baptismal
font, and a congregation may be present to witness
and approve the proceedings. Most important of all,
God the Holy Spirit is at work giving his saving
blessings to a tiny child.
This beautiful scene, however, is not without its critics.
Many Christians in America and other nations today
reject the ancient practice of infant baptism. Lutheran
Christians may have close friends and family members
who do not baptize infants. It may be a question a
young couple expecting their first child must wrestle with if they come from different Christian
backgrounds: when should our child be baptized--as a baby, or in elementary or middle school?
These are not unimportant questions! Is there grace to be found for our little ones in this
washing or not? We need to know the answers. The Bible has them for us. May God bless our
study of infant baptism!
Discuss briefly: Do you know which of the following major American Christian groups practice
infant baptism and which do not?













Roman Catholic Church
Southern Baptist Convention
United Methodist Church
Church of Christ
Episcopal / Anglican churches
Other Lutheran denominations
Evangelical Free church
Presbyterian Churches
Seventh Day Adventists
Most Pentecostal churches
Eastern Orthodox churches
Others?

What is baptism?
To understand who ought to be baptized, we ought to understand what baptism is in the first
place. Let's look at what the Bible says about baptism--what it is and what it accomplishes.
Ephesians 5:25, 26 “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word”




Paul could have said, "cleansing her by his blood which was shed on the cross." While
that would be a true statement, Paul doesn't say that here. What does he say instead?
What does this show us about what baptism accomplishes?
What is the connection between "gave himself up for her" and "cleansing her by the
washing"?

Titus 3:5 “he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”


Jesus once said, "No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." (John
3:3) Thankfully, what does baptism accomplish, according to this verse?

1 Corinthians 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.”


Who is the one who does the real work in baptism?

Acts 22:16 “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,
calling on his name.”
Galatians 3:26 (CSB) - For those of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with
Christ.



According to this straightforward verse from Acts, what does baptism accomplish?
How can it do this? The Galatians verse helps us understand. What does it mean to be
clothed with Christ?

1 Peter 3:20, 21 “In it (Noah’s Ark) only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also, not the removal of dirt from the
body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ...”



Peter compares what God accomplishes in baptism to what he accomplished in the
flood. How are the two events similar?
What does Peter mean when he says that baptism is "the pledge of a good conscience
toward God"?

Look at all six of the Bible verses above. Based on what these passages say, is it better to define
baptism as...
a) A washing by which Christians demonstrate that they have accepted Jesus
b) A washing by which God brings the saving blessings of Jesus to sinners
Why do you answer this way?
Which definition do you think that most denominations which reject infant baptism would
prefer?
Which definition is the biblical one?
All who repent and believe on Christ as Savior and Lord are to be baptized. Thus they
declare to the world that they have died with Christ and that they also have been raised
with him to walk in newness of life…Water baptism is a picture of our spiritual union
with Christ…By baptism the believer announces he has died to the old life of sin. By
being “buried” in the water he shows his intention never to return to the former way of
living. (Assemblies of God: Our Faith and Fellowship, 1963)
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God's command and connected
with God's Word...Baptism works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil,
and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God
declare. (Martin Luther, The Small Catechism)
Which confession of faith contains the proper, Biblical teaching about baptism?

A note on the mode of baptism
Many churches that practice "believer baptism" also baptize by immersion - that is, by
completely submerging a person into the water. They contend that this is the meaning of the
Greek word "baptize".
The Greek word 'baptize' simply means to wash, and it is one of the words used for ceremonial
washings and cleansings that were common in Israel, some of which dated back to Old
Testament times and others to rabbinical tradition. We can see its meaning when it is used
with this generic sense in the New Testament:
Luke 11:38 “But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was
surprised.” [the word translated 'wash' is the Greek verb 'baptize']



What was the Pharisee expecting Jesus to do before the meal?
Did he expect Jesus to be immersed under the water?

Churches that insist on immersion may point to some verses like these:
Acts 8:38-39 - And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water and Philip baptized
him. When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away,
John 3:23 - Now John also was baptizing at
Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of
water, and people were coming and being
baptized.


Can we be sure that Philip baptized the
Ethiopian by immersion? Does John
3:23 demonstrate for sure that John the
Baptist baptized by immersion?

The reality is that there is not a single indisputable case of baptism by immersion anywhere in
the Bible. 1 The records of baptism that we have from the earliest days of the Christian church
demonstrate that immersion was sometimes used for baptisms, but other methods were used
as well. Some of the earliest Christian archeological sites have baptistries that are shallow
pools which would not have been used for baptism by immersion.
In short, the Bible says nothing to bind us to immersion or any particular mode of baptism.

NEXT WEEK: We practice Infant Baptism because of Jesus' command
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Another verse sometimes referenced is Romans 6:4, "We were buried with him through baptism into death."
However, this verse which connects baptism to Jesus' death, burial and resurrection is not discussing the mode of
baptism but rather the meaning of baptism.

Infant Baptism
A biblical teaching, not just a Lutheran tradition!

Lesson 2: We baptize infants because of Jesus' command
In lesson 1 we looked at what baptism is. It is not an act of personal obedience or something
we do to express our faith. The Bible clearly says that baptism is a powerful work of God--a
"washing of rebirth" by which Jesus saves people and washes them clean of their sins (Titus 3:5;
Ephesians 5:25-26; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). Baptism means that the person being baptized
has been clothed with Christ
(Galatians 3:27). Baptism is a
sacrament and a means of grace!
Whom has Jesus invited to receive
these wonderful blessings? Any
discussion of baptism and its
benefits has to start with the verse
in which Jesus established baptism
for us - also known as the "Great
commission", Matthew 28:19-20.
While baptisms took place before
this (think of John the Baptist), it is
in this verse that Jesus formally institutes baptism as a permanent feature of his Church. What
does Jesus say about who should be baptized?
Matthew 28:18-20 - Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


When did Jesus say these words?



In whose name did Jesus command us to baptize? What are some important
implications of this?



Whom did Jesus tell us to baptize?

Grammar Note: The words "make disciples" is the translation of the 1 Greek word that is the verb in the
sentence. A more literal translation would be "disciple the nations, baptizing them." (the King James
Version said, "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them.") So the word 'disciples' cannot be
the antecedent of the pronoun "them." "Them" can only refer to "all nations".



Who is included in "all nations"?



1 Timothy 2:4 says, "God our Savior...wants everyone to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth." How is God's saving grace on display in the Great Commission,
including the institution of baptism?

Jesus could have said, "all people once they have reached a certain age." He could have said,
"All nations once they have made a confession of faith." But he chose to use the words "all
nations" without qualification. The burden of proof, therefore, must rest on those who restrict
a certain sub-set of people from being baptized. They need to be able to prove from Scripture
why they are circumventing Jesus' command!

Peter's Pentecost words follow Jesus' institution
Just a few weeks after Jesus instituted baptism, he kept his promise and sent his disciples the
Holy Spirit. In his sermon on Pentecost Day Peter preached to the crowds about the risen Jesus
and their sin in rejecting him as the Messiah. When the crowds responded, "Brothers, what
shall we do?" Peter answered them:
Acts 2:38-39 - Peter replied, "Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and for your
children, and for all who are far off--for all
whom the Lord our God will call."


When speaking about who should
be baptized, Peter didn't use the
words "all nations." What words
does he use instead?



What group was specifically mentioned by Peter as being called to baptism?



Why is it wrong to claim that Peter meant "children of a certain age" or "children when
they have grown up" or "children when they have made a personal confession of faith"?

One common objection to infant baptism is that the Bible never specifically mentions the
baptism of infants. Look at the following verses.
Acts 16:33 - At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; them
immediately he and all his family were baptized.
1 Corinthians 1:16 - Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't
remember if I baptized anyone else.


Do words like "all his family" and "household" normally include young children within
the family?



Again, is there any hint in the text that young children were excluded?



What would be a very logical reason why the Bible doesn't have a story of an infant
being baptized apart from his or her family?

Baptism and circumcision
Part of God's Old Testament covenant with Israel, dating from the time of Abraham, was the
command to circumcise males. This was to be done on the 8th day of an infant's life (Genesis
17:12; Leviticus 12:3). Circumcision was a part of the Old Testament covenant that was fulfilled
with the coming of Jesus and so this command is not binding upon New Testament Christians
(Galatians 6:15).
In one passage Paul makes a connection between baptism and circumcision.
Colossians 2:11-12 - In him you also were circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not
with a circumcision done by the hands of men, but with the circumcision done by Christ, having
been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God,
who raised him from the dead.


Paul says Christians have undergone not a physical circumcision but a spiritual one
performed by Jesus himself. When did this happen, according to the verse?



When the people thought of circumcision, they thought "baby." If Paul had not wanted
baptism to be performed on babies, what clarification would he have had to make?

Historical note on infant baptism
While we base our teachings on the Bible (sola scriptura) and not Christian tradition, it is still
interesting to see how the first Christians understood and practiced Jesus' words regarding
baptism.
“The early church fathers, such as Iraeaeus (about A.D. 115-202), Hippolytus (170-236)
and Origen (185-254) were familiar with infant baptism and regarded it as an
apostolic practice. No one in the first four centuries ever argued that infant baptism
was not the established historic practice from the apostles. It has continued as the
uninterrupted tradition of the church to this day.” (Gaylin Schmeling, Baptism (The
People’s Bible Teachings), p. 80)
Infant baptism was the standard practice of the church from the days of the apostles up to the
1500s. It was at that time that a group called the Anabaptists (meaning, "re-baptizers") arose
that challenged the validity of infant baptism.

Jesus says: Let the children come to me!
In every verse about baptism we see that Jesus is not restrictive! He invites all nations to be
baptized, and this is the practice that his disciples and his church followed. And no wonder,
because we see that this is the approach that Jesus took when dealing with small children even
in his own ministry.
Mark 10:13-16 - People were bringing little
children to Jesus to have him touch them,
but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus
saw this, he was indignant. He said to them,
“Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth,
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.”
And he took the children in his arms, put his
hands on them and blessed them.
Jesus' love for children leads us to say: Let the children be brought to him, and let no one
hinder them from being baptized in his name! We'll come back to this story when we talk
about the blessings of baptism for infants.

NEXT WEEK: We practice Infant Baptism because children need baptism

Infant Baptism
A biblical teaching, not just a Lutheran tradition!
Lesson 3: We practice infant baptism because children need baptism
In our first lesson we learned that baptism is a gracious gift of
God that brings forgiveness, life and salvation. Last week we
heard Jesus invite "all nations" to baptism and saw that there is
no Biblical hint that children were to be excluded from that
command and invitation.
But do children even need baptism? Do they need the washing
of sin and forgiveness that baptism brings? This week we will
look at what the Bible says about the sinfulness of the whole
human race--children included.

The Bible describes sin as a universal human problem
Romans 5:12-14,18 - Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--for before the law was
given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account where there is no law.
Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who
did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to
come...Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also
the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.


How did sin enter the world? Why is Adam blamed rather than Eve? (see Genesis 2:1617)



In a sense, there was no law of God between God's command not to eat from the tree
and his giving of the commandments to Moses hundreds of years later. Yet, what
eventually happened to all the people who lived during those centuries?



What does this show about them, even though they did not "sin by breaking a
command"?



Where did this sinfulness come from? What are the implications for all people today,
especially considering the universality of death?



Who else, besides Adam, performed an action that affected the entire human race?

What Paul is talking about--a sinful status and condition that is inherited and part of our very
nature--is often called "original sin." This is how our Lutheran Confessions defined original sin:
Our churches teach that since the fall of Adam (Romans 5:12), all who are naturally born
are born with sin [Psalm 51:5], that is, without the fear of God, without trust in God, and
with the inclination to sin, caled concupiscence. Concupiscence is a disease and original
vice that is truly sin. It damns and brings eternal death on those who are not born anew
through baptism and the Holy Spirit [John 3:5]. (Augusburg Confession Article II.1-2)


DISCUSS: Sometimes we think of "sin" only as "doing really bad things." Yet this
definition reminds us that sin also consists of the absence of what should exist in the
human heart. What are people naturally lacking which is equally an evidence of sin?

Because Adam and Eve became sinners, all their descendants also were sinners. Many other
Bible passages testify to the sinfulness of the whole human race. Here is a partial list:
Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Ecclesiastes 7:20 - There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.
1 John 1:8,10 - If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us...If
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his Word has no place in our
lives.
Genesis 6:5 - The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved
that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.
Romans 7:18 - I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.
Luke 18:19 - "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God alone."
Isaiah 59:15b-16 - The Lord looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that
there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked
salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him.

There can be no doubt that sin has infected all of humanity! No one is excluded from the
sweeping statements about sinfulness. And as the Bible makes it clear, sinful parents have
sinful children:

Psalm 51:5 - Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Psalm 58:3 - Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak
lies.
Genesis 8:21 - The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma [of Noah's sacrifice] and said in his heart,
"Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of the
thoughts of his heart is evil from childhood."


At what point does a person become sinful?



DISCUSS: The Bible's teaching about original sin, like the rest of its teaching, is
something that we accept by faith, regardless of what our reason or opinions might tell
us. Yet, how does human experience -- especially when it comes to raising children! -testify to the truth of what the Bible says about original sin?

Jesus speaks about the necessity of a new birth
Jesus makes the same point in his conversation with a man named Nicodemus.
John 3:1-7 - Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish
ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not
with him."
In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you
the truth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again."
"How can a man be born when he
is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his
mother's womb to be born!"
Jesus answered, "I tell you the
truth, no one can enter the kingdom of
God unless he is born of water and the
Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at
my saying, 'You must be born again.'"



How essential is a new birth, according to Jesus?



Why is this the case?



How did Nicodemus misunderstand Jesus' words? Where did Jesus direct him to receive
a new birth?

"Flesh gives birth to flesh". In the Bible the "flesh" is the part of us that is opposed to the work
of the Holy Spirit (see Galatians 5:17). Our natural condition is sin. The work of God's Holy
Spirit is needed to give us a new birth!

Age of accountability?
Some Christians and churches, while seeing the passages above about universal sinfulness, will speak
about an age of accountability. They will say that although children are sinful, they are not accountable
for their sins before they reach a certain age.
Even those who have such a teaching usually base it on human reason and struggle to find Bible verses
which defend or define it. At most, there are a couple of verses that suggest an age of discretion (Isaiah
7:15, Jonah 4:11) As children grow up they can more fully appreciate the implications of their actions.
However, discretion is not the same as accountability. The Bible never suggests that there is sin for
which people are not accountable--except through the forgiveness of sin that is God's gift to us through
the work of Jesus! If infants were not accountable for sin, David's confession of his inborn sinfulness in
Psalm 51 would lose its force and significance. Jesus' words in John 3 are clear: our natural birth is not
enough--we need to be born again!
Thankfully, God has provided us with this new birth in baptism and has commanded us to baptize our
children so they can receive his wonderful gifts! Next time we will talk in more detail about the spiritual
blessings and faith that God grants even to little children.

Next week - We baptize infants because infants can believe

Infant Baptism
A biblical teaching, not just a Lutheran tradition!
Lesson 4: We practice infant baptism because children can believe
Jesus commanded that baptism be offered to "all nations."
The Bible's teaching about original sin makes it clear in many
places that children are part of a sinful human race; they
need to be "born again by water and the Spirit" (John 3:5).
But can children and infants really receive the blessings of
baptism -- a new birth of faith? In this week's lesson we will
look at what the Bible says about the faith of these little
ones.

First, let's remember what faith is
and where it comes from
1 Corinthians 12:3 - No one can say, "Jesus is Lord", except
by the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 2:1,4-5 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins...But because of
his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.
John 1:12 - Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God.
John 15:16 - You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit.
John 3:6 - Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
Romans 4:16 - Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace.
Titus 3:4-7 - But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.


What truths about our natural spiritual condition make it clear that we cannot bring
ourselves to faith?



Faith is called a new birth. In a birth, who does the work--the one being born or the one
who gives birth? Who, therefore, does the 'work' whenever a person is spiritually born
again?



"Faith" is sometimes equated with a "choice" or a "decision". Why aren't those accurate
descriptions of what faith is? What would be a better definition?

Paul once rhetorically asked the Corinthians, "What do you have that you did not receive?" (1
Corinthians 4:7) The answer, of course, is "nothing"! Just as our physical lives are God's
creation, so our spiritual life and faith is God's doing through the work of the Holy Spirit through
the Means of Grace.
This leads us to ask: if all of our faith is the result of God's miraculous work, is God any less
capable of creating that new birth of faith in the heart of a little child? As we will see, the Bible
does speak specifically and directly about the faith of children.

Jesus is clear: children and infants can believe!
Matthew 18:1-6 - At that time the disciples came
to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?"
He called a little child and had him stand
among them. And he said: "I tell you the truth,
unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore whoever humbles himself like this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
"And whoever welcomes a little child like
this in y name welcomes me. But if anyone causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it
would be better for him to have a large millstone
hung around his neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea."



Based on the disciples' initial question, in what way does Jesus want us to be like little
children?



What did Jesus specifically say about such little ones? What is his point with the analogy
about the millstone?

Luke 18:15-18 - People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it."


Matthew and Mark, in their accounts of this same event, use a Greek Word that is
translated "little children." But Luke uses the word brephos for the ones who were
brought to Jesus. What does that word mean (as the NIV correctly translates it)?



What does Jesus say about these infants?



Jesus' words about receiving the kingdom of God like a little child should make all of us
consider not only the faith of these little ones but also our own. What aspect of the
faith of little ones would Jesus have us strive to imitate? What does this tell us about
the essence of saving faith?

Soon after he entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Jesus went to the temple and overturned the
tables of the moneychangers and chastised the religious. But he reacted quite differently to
others:
Matthew 21:15 - But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful
things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they
were indignant.
"Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him.
"Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, 'From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise'?"


How did the little children in Jerusalem show their faith? Why did the Pharisees want
Jesus to rebuke them?



The verse that Jesus quotes Psalm 8:2. "From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger." How was

that fulfilled here in this story? How do the praises of children still accomplish this
today?


Notice again--what term, besides "children", is employed here?

When it comes to the faith of little ones, we accept Jesus' words about this as an article of faith,
without needing to explain them logically or provide demonstrative proof of them. However,
Christian parents have often been amazed at the displays of faith that even their very young
children can and do display. Do you have any examples to share?
Conclusion
We practice infant baptism because of three main reasons, each of which was covered in one of
three lessons:
1. Jesus commanded us to baptize "all nations" in Matthew 28:19 (In applying this,
Peter specifically told the people that their children were to be baptized - Acts 2:3839)
2. Little children need baptism because they are sinful by nature. The Bible repeatedly
ascribes sin to the entire human race (except Jesus) and we are specifically told about
the sin of infants in verses like Psalm 51:5.
3. Little children can be blessed by baptism. They can have faith, as Jesus repeatedly
mentions in his Word. Once we understand that faith is always a gift and not a
human decision, we can readily see how God can and does give this priceless gift to
little ones.
May God bless the teaching and practice of infant baptism!

Next week - Some challenging final questions, especially:
the unbaptized child
the baptized child who is not taught

Infant Baptism
A biblical teaching, not just a Lutheran tradition!
Lesson 5: Special questions and considerations
The Bible clearly teaches that baptism is for infants and children! They are part of "all nations",
they are sinful by nature and need baptism, and they can believe and receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit that baptism promises to deliver.
But this raises some difficult questions. If infants are to be baptized and need baptism, then
what can we say about the fate little ones of those who die without baptism? In other words, is
baptism absolutely necessary for salvation? And what about people who are baptized as
infants but are not taught the Word of God, or who later choose to ignore or reject God's
promises to them?
These are sensitive questions that can have a major impact--perhaps most of all for grieving
Christian parents who have lost a child in an untimely way. What does the Bible say?

Is baptism necessary for salvation? - Hope for the unbaptized child
Jeremiah 23:31 - "Yes," declres the Lord, "I am
against the prophets who wag their own tongues
and yet declare, 'The LORD declares.'"
First of all, we should be careful not to say more
than what God has said. If God has not directly
addressed the issue of the unbaptized child in
the New Testament, then he surely had good
reason for not doing so. We should be very
careful not to go beyond the things that God has
told us. However, we can also look carefully at
the things that God does say.
Mark 16:16 - Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.


This famous verse follows Jesus' command in the Gospel to "preach the good news to
every creature." It clearly teaches that salvation is by faith alone. But what is the
significance about baptism being mentioned alongside faith? What is significant about a
lack of baptism NOT being mentioned as a cause of damnation?

Jesus said that a person needed to be born again for salvation because natural birth is not
enough. (John 3:3-6) In that same section and elsewhere he clearly tells us that baptism is a
powerful sacrament that gives that new spiritual birth (Titus 3:5). However, look at this verse.
What is also true about God's Word--even apart from the water of baptism?
1 Peter 1:23 - For you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through
the living and enduring Word of God. For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the
flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands firm
forever." And this is the word that was preached to you.


DISCUSS: Jesus binding us to his institution of baptism is not the same thing as Jesus
limiting HIMSELF to his institution of baptism. Explain.



Think of examples of individuals in the Bible who were saved without being baptized.
While in many cases these individuals lived before baptism was instituted, what do
these examples still demonstrate?

As an additional example, we might think of a Bible story such as this one:
Luke 1:41-45 - When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the child you will bear!...As soon as the sound of your greeting reached
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the
Lord has said to her will be accomplished!"


For what situation might this story special comfort and encouragement?



Could this story ever be misapplied or misused?

What light or encouragement do each of these teachings/passages also share on the difficult
situation of a Christian parents who lose a child prior to baptism?





"God so loved the world." (John 3:16)
God's desire that all people be saved (1 Timothy 2:4)
God's promise to use all things for the good of his people (Romans 8:28)
Jesus is ruling all things at the right hand of God (Ephesians 1:22-23)

How are each of these situations slightly different?






A Christian couple loses a baby to SIDS a week before a scheduled baptism
A Christian couple's four year old died of cancer. The parents taught Bible stories to
their daughter and brought her to church regularly, however in their denomination she
was not old enough to be baptized.
A nominal (i.e., in name only) Christian couple loses a toddler to an accident. They had
not brought him to church or baptized him and God's Word was not a major part of
their family life.

In summary, while there are many teachings of God's Word that do offer hope and comfort to
bereaved families at the loss of a child, a study of God's Word should also lead us not to neglect
baptism! When we see the wonderful promises God attaches to his sacrament, it should make
us eager to have our children baptized soon after birth.
See also the important and interesting writing by Martin Luther, "Comfort for Women Who
Have Had a Miscarriage" reprinted as an appendix at the end of this lesson. Luther's focus in
offering comfort is the power of prayer and the promise of God that he always hears the
prayers of his people.

What happens when baptism is not followed by instruction?
A different but related situation would be when a person is baptized, perhaps as an infant, but
the baptism is not followed by instruction in God's Word. One of the reasons that many
Christians have objected to the teaching of baptism's saving power is that they can find
examples of people who were baptized but as adults live in open defiance of Jesus and his
teachings. What has happened to the power of baptism in such cases?
1 Timothy 1:18b-19 - ...fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some
have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.
Matthew 13:22 - The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears
the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.
2 Timothy 2:18 - They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the
faith of some.


According to these verses, what can happen even to genuine believers? What are some
ways in which this can happen?



The Bible frequently uses the picture of faith as a plant. If we are thinking of the faith of
an infant, what must happen for that faith to continue to grow?

If some who are baptized fall away from Christ
later on, this does not mean that their baptism
was ineffective. Rather, it is a sad commentary
on what can happen when faith is not fed and
nourished with the Gospel. Baptism does not
save apart from faith, but through faith in
God's promises. If someone cuts themselves
off from those promises of God.
How long would a person remain in God's
grace of baptism without further teaching in
the Word of God? It's an impossible question
for us to answer. Morever, we don't need to
answer it because God has clearly told us that he doesn't want that situation to exist. He wants
us both to baptize and to teach! (Matthew 28:19)
Here are a couple more verses to consider:
1 Corinthians 10:12 - So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!


Discuss: baptism could be a tremendous comfort of salvation to the believer because of
God's promises; but how could that assurance be misused by our sinful nature?

John 10:27-28 - My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.
Isaiah 42:3 - A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.


How do these verses show us Jesus' incredible patience and compassion even for the
weak and wandering? Could Jesus ever use a seemingly untimely death as a way to
bring a weakening soul to eternal life?

COMFORT FOR WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD A MISCARRIAGE2
By Dr. Martin Luther, 1542
WA 43 (247-250)
Translated by James Raun

INTRODUCTION
As preacher in the town church of Wittenberg, professor at the university, and an active church
administrator, John Bugenhagen was a close associate of Luther in the Reformation. He served
on the committee for Luther’s Bible translation, officiated at Luther’s wedding, and preached
the sermon at Luther’s funeral.
In 1541 Bugenhagen had written an interpretation of Psalm 29 and dedicated it to King
Christian III of Denmark, where he had introduced the Reformation in 1537. Before sending the
manuscript to the printer, Bugenhagen showed it to Luther. Luther’s eye caught a reference to
“little children” in the text, whereupon he suggested that Bugenhagen ought to add a word of
comfort for women whose children had died at birth or had been born dead and could not be
baptized. Bugenhagen, however, was not disposed to add such an appendix, though he did not
disagree with Luther in principle. He had written what he felt God gave him to say and did not
think it proper to go into this subject himself. However, he said he was willing to add any
statement Luther might care to make on the subject. Luther agreed to prepare such a
statement. Thus this brief but significant piece is an appendix that has outlived the book to
which it had originally been attached.
This short item is a significant statement by Luther regarding the fate of children who die before
they can be baptized—a borderline theological question of considerable anguish to grieving
mothers. It is just such a person that Luther has in mind, not the sophomoric, speculative
thinker.
Writing with pastoral concern, Luther points out that the miscarriage (where it is not due to
deliberate carelessness) is not a sign of God’s anger. God’s judgment is and must remain hidden
from us. Luther sees the basis for Christian consolation in the unspoken prayers of the mother in
which the Spirit is at work and which sanctify the child, and in the prayers of the Christian
congregation.
This item appeared in three editions of Bugenhagen’s exposition of Psalm 29, published in 1542,
in five subsequent editions, and in a Latin edition. It was then incorporated in the various
editions of Luther s collected works. This translation is based on the German text, Ein Trost den
Weibern, welchen es ungerade gegangen ist mit Kindergebären, in WA 53, (202) 205- 208.
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COMFORT FOR WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD A MISCARRIAGE
A final word3—it often happens that devout parents, particularly the wives, have sought
consolation from us because they have suffered such agony and heartbreak in child-bearing
when, despite their best intentions and against their will, there was a premature birth or
miscarriage and their child died at birth or was born dead.
One ought not to frighten or sadden such mothers by harsh words because it was not due to
their carelessness or neglect that the birth of the child went off badly. One must make a
distinction between them and those females who resent being pregnant, deliberately neglect
their child, or go so far as to strangle or destroy it. This is how one ought to comfort them.
First, inasmuch as one cannot and ought not know the hidden judgment of God in such a case—
why, after every possible care had been taken, God did not allow the child to be born alive and
be baptized—these mothers should calm themselves and have faith that God’s will is always
better than ours, though it may seem otherwise to us from our human point of view. They
should be confident that God is not angry with them or with others who are involved. Rather is
this a test to develop patience. We well know that these cases have never been rare since the
beginning and that Scripture also cites them as examples, as in Psalm 58 [:8], and St. Paul calls
himself an abortivum, a misbirth or one untimely born. 4
Second, because the mother is a believing Christian it is to be hoped that her heartfelt cry and
deep longing to bring her child to be baptized will be accepted by God as an effective prayer. It
is true that a Christian in deepest despair does not dare to name, wish, or hope for the help (as
it seems to him) which he would wholeheartedly and gladly purchase with his own life were
that possible, and in doing so thus find comfort. However, the words of Paul, Romans 8 [:2627], properly apply here: “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought (that is, as was said above, we dare not express our wishes), rather the
Spirit himself intercedes for us mightily with sighs too deep for words. And he who searches the
heart knows what is the mind of the Spirit,” etc. Also Ephesians 3 [:20], “Now to him who by the
power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think.”
One should not despise a Christian person as if he were a Turk, a pagan, or a godless person. He
is precious in God’s sight and his prayer is powerful and great, for he has been sanctified by
Christ’s blood and anointed with the Spirit of God. Whatever he sincerely prays for, especially in
the unexpressed yearning of his heart, becomes a great, unbearable cry in God’s ears, God
must listen, as he did to Moses, Exodus 14 [:15], “Why do you cry to me?” even though Moses
couldn’t whisper, so great was his anxiety and trembling in the terrible troubles that beset him.
His sighs and the deep cry of his heart divided the Red Sea and dried it up, led the children of
Israel across, and drowned Pharaoh with all his army,5 etc. This and even more can be
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accomplished by a true, spiritual longing. Even Moses did not know how or for what he should
pray—not knowing how the deliverance would be accomplished—but his cry came from his
heart.
Isaiah did the same against King Sennacherib6 and so did many other kings and prophets who
accomplished inconceivable and impossible things by prayer, to their astonishment afterward.
But before that they would not have dared to expect or wish so much of Cod. This means to
receive things far higher and greater than we can understand or pray for, as St. Paul says,
Ephesians 3 [:20], etc. Again, St. Augustine declared that his mother was praying, sighing, and
weeping for him, but did not desire anything more than that he might be converted from the
errors of the Manicheans7 and become a Christian.8 Thereupon God gave her not only what
she desired but, as St. Augustine puts it, her “chiefest desire” (cardinem desideriieius) that is,
what she longed for with unutterable sighs—that Augustine become not only a Christian but
also a teacher above all others in Christendom.9 Next to the apostles Christendom has none
that is his equal.
Who can doubt that those Israelite children who died before they could be circumcised on the
eighth day were yet saved by the prayers of their parents in view of the promise that God willed
to be their God. God (they say) has not limited his power to the sacraments, but has made a
covenant with us through his word.10 Therefore we ought to speak differently and in a more
consoling way with Christians than with pagans or wicked people (the two are the same), even
in such cases where we do not know God’s hidden judgment. For he says and is not lying, “All
things are possible to him who believes” [Mark 9:23], even though they have not prayed, or
expected, or hoped for what they would have wanted to see happen.
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Enough has been said about this. Therefore one must leave such situations to God and take
comfort in the thought that he surely has heard our unspoken yearning and done all things
better than we could have asked.
In summary, see to it that above all else you are a true Christian and that you teach a heartfelt
yearning and praying to God in true faith, be it in this or any other trouble. Then do not be
dismayed or grieved about your child or yourself, and know that your prayer is pleasing to God
and that God will do everything much better than you can comprehend or desire. “Call upon
me,” he says in Psalm 50 [:15] “in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
For this reason one ought not straightway condemn such infants for whom and concerning
whom believers and Christians have devoted their longing and yearning and praying. Nor ought
one to consider them the same as others for whom on faith, prayer, or yearning are expressed
on the part of Christians and believers. God intends that his promise and our prayer or yearning
which is grounded in that promise should not be disdained or rejected, but be highly valued and
esteemed. I have said it before and preached it often enough: God accomplishes much through
the faith and longing of another, even a stranger, even though there is still no personal faith.
But this is given through the channel of another’s intercessions, as in the gospel Christ raised
the widow’s son at Nain because of the prayers of his mother apart from the faith of the son. 11
And he freed the little daughter of the Canaanite woman from the demon through the faith of
the mother apart from the daughter’s faith.12 The same was true of the king’s son, John 4 [:4653] and of the paralytic and many others of whom we need not say anything here.
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