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 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart.  (Hebrews 12:1-3) 

 

On Palm Sunday...fix your eyes on Jesus! 
 
Back in the olden days, a man was teaching his young son how to plow straight furrows in 
the field.  "The key," the man said, "is not to look at the plow or the row itself but to pick a 
distant object and aim straight for it.  That will keep your rows straight."  Later on he came 
back and was sorry to see that the rows his son had plowed were horribly crooked and 
meandering.  "How did this happen?"  The father demanded.  "I told you to look at a distant 
object and head straight for it."  "I did," the boy protested.  "I always aimed for that cow in 
the field over there." 
 
This week we again have some verses that talk about our Christian life as a race to run.  This 
week it's the author of Hebrews who gives us the priceless truth:  "Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus."    Palm Sunday gives us a great opportunity to do just that--to take a good look at 
Jesus as he enters Jerusalem to the shouts of the crowd.  When we see why he is there, we 
will see everything we need to run our Christian race!    ON PALM SUNDAY...FIX YOUR EYES 
ON JESUS, and understand what it means that he is called "the author and perfecter" of 
your faith, the beginning and the end. 
 
I. Look at Jesus--the author of your faith 
Palm Sunday was "the beginning of the end."  33 years of holy living.  Three years of 
preaching and teaching.  Lately this had been in the face of ever more hostility.  Jesus knew 
where it would all lead.  He knew that this city that had killed so many of God's earlier 
prophets would now kill him too, the holy Son of God.  More than that, he knew that in a 
few days he would face that dreadful moment on the cross where he would cry out "My 
God, why have you forsaken me?"--enduring a time of anguish that went beyond the mere 
physical pain, that involved a torment of spirit that we cannot even imagine. 
 
What propelled him onward?  He knew the suffering, but he also knew the outcome.  "For 
the joy set before him [he] endured the cross, scorning its shame..."  The outcome he was 
heading for was glory--the glory that would only come as the Savior of fallen mankind, the 
one who carried out his Father's will.  The goal was for sinners, you and I included, to be 



brought back into God's good graces now and forever.  The goal was to create a gathering 
of countless saints before the throne of God who could exist in bliss forever and ever, 
praising his heavenly Father for his love and mercy. 
 
With that incredible goal in front of him...even the terrible suffering of the cross could be 
endured.  He could "scorn its shame."  He had the absolute conviction that he was doing his 
Father's will, and so being stripped and mocked and humiliated for a time was something he 
was willing to endure in hopes of reaching that awesome, glorious goal.  And so he rides in 
on the donkey, looking not at the cross but past it to the heavenly glory that would not only 
be for him but for us whom he came to save. 
 
Jesus' determination is a model for us.  We are to imitate his determination to do God's will.  
But of course it's far more than just a model.   He is the whole reason we have, and can have, 
faith in the first place.  Without Jesus, we wouldn't even be at the starting line of a Christian 
race because there would be no race to run!  There would be nothing to believe in.  We 
would be spiraling down helplessly toward the black hole of hell without the slightest bit of 
hope, cut off from God's love due to our own sinfulness, deserving of and fully expecting 
punishment from him. 
 
But he changed all that.  He made peace with God.  He earned forgiveness, and then 
delivered it to us in baptism, by faith in the promises of his Word.  Now we have a race to 
run, now we have a new Lord to serve in order that we might not lose this incredible 
salvation he has given us.  He is the author of our faith, the originator of our new life's goal 
and purpose:  to honor him by my life.   
 
How?  His Word shows us how.  By worshipping him publicly and privately.  By avoiding and 
renouncing the sin that persists, that "so easily entangles" as the author put it.   By loving 
others as he has shown us and guided us.  By carrying out the unique callings he has given 
you as spouse, parent or child or grandparent, worker or employer or citizen.  By working to 
bring more and more people to him.  By following Jesus in heart and in life.  As we see Jesus 
on Palm Sunday, stepping forward to save us, we're ready to follow.  The race has begun.  
We're off and running! 
 
II. Look at Jesus--the perfecter of your faith 
But the road is long and hard.  It lasts for so many years.  We get distracted, we face 
hostility, we become exhausted.  How will we ever make it to the finish line?  Again, the 
writer says, fix your eyes on Jesus--for he is not just the author but the perfecter of your 
faith.  He is the finisher, in fact you might say he himself is the goal of your Christian race. 
 
"Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart."  Jesus had to run his race alone.  His disciples weren't much help at all, when 
he tried to talk to them about the cross they were so horrified that they usually didn't say 
anything at all (once they even tried to talk him out of it.)  The religious leaders of Israel 
weren't any help, in fact they were the ones who hated him and plotted to kill him.   



 
It's great that we have one another to encourage and help us.  But finally your race is your 
own to run.  No one else can make your life's choices for you.  And you too may often face 
fierce opposition.  Think of all that other Christians have gone through.  Fierce criticism from 
their own families, vicious persecutions, loss of wealth and even loss of life.  These were the 
things that the Hebrew Christians were facing because they followed Jesus.   
 
But Jesus who brought you to faith is still in charge of your life.  If he allows any of these 
things to happen to you, it's not to destroy you.  It's to purify your faith.  It's to force you to 
fix your eyes on him, to pray to him more fervently and sincerely, to trust in him alone 
because at times there's no one else you can trust in, maybe not even your own self.  As he 
himself put it, sometimes his Father is like a gardener that has to prune off the unfruitful 
branches in you so that only what is fruitful is still left.1  He has a goal for you, and you 
haven't yet reached it; so he keeps working on you to make sure you reach it. 
 
And finally he himself is the goal.  Remember, when we talk about heaven and say that this is 
our goal--it's not just so that we can walk on golden streets.  It's not even just so that we can 
be free of death and live forever, or that we can spend eternity in the company of Christian 
family members and friends, as wonderful and amazing as all of those things are and will 
surely be.   
 
No, the greatest thing about heaven will be Jesus himself, with his Father and the Holy Spirit 
living and reigning.  The greatest thing about heaven is that like Adam and Eve of old, we will 
be able to walk alongside our God and Maker without fear, in the perfect joyful company of 
our real eternal heavenly Father, and with his eternal Son who became one of us.  When the 
book of Revelation talks about heaven, that's what it highlights most of all!  "The Lamb at 
the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water."  
All because, 2000 years ago, he rode into Jerusalem, all because he walked that hard road 
that no one else could walk, so that one day we can walk beside him in the new heaven and 
new earth that will be. 
 
Conclusion 
"So," the author concludes, "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us."  What 
is going on in your race?   Family changes or job changes?  Health changes?  New blessings 
and new temptations?  Through them all, he says, fix your eyes on Jesus.  Remember what 
he suffered for you.   
 
And what about in our country?  Irreligion is exploding and anti-religion often follows not 
too far behind.  In most of our lives the kind of hostility that Jesus and the early Christians 
faced is something we only read about in books or hear about on news reports.  Will it 
always be that way, especially for some of the younger Christians who are here?  Fix your 
eyes on Jesus.  Don't lose heart, whether your struggle is against a hostile world or the sins 
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 cf. John 15:2. 



of your own heart.  Remember what he endured, especially as we celebrate it again this 
week--and then go on. 
 
When it comes to our faith, Jesus is the source and beginning.  He is your strength along the 
way.  And by grace he will be the end, the goal of seeing his glorious and smiling face waiting 
for you.  Fix your eyes on him, this week and always!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


