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  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is 
what the ancients were commended for.  
  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what 
is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
  All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that 
they were aliens and strangers on earth.  People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own.  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they 
would have had opportunity to return.  Instead, they were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them.  (Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16) 

 

With the heroes of old, confess these four "faith sentences" 
 
 
When God introduced himself to Moses and the Israelites, he said, “I am the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”    (Exodus 3:6).  Do you realize what kind of honor that was to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  Think of all the names that God could have used for himself.  “I 
am the holy God” or “the almighty God” or “the Creator” or “the only true and living God” 
or the “commander of the angel hosts.”  And at times God has used those names for 
himself.  But he also wanted to be known as “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
 
What an amazing testimony to those men, that God “was not ashamed to be called their 
God,” as the writer of the book of Hebrews noticed in our second lesson.  And if God himself 
is pleased to call himself their God, to call himself by their names, doesn’t that hold those 
men up as people from whom we can learn, lives that we should strive to imitate? 
 
The 11th chapter of Hebrews has been called the “faith hall of fame”, a list of the Bible’s great 
heroes of faith.  We heard some of the verses from that chapter which talked about faith 



and especially about Abraham as an example of faith.   We’re going to use those verses to 
come up with some “faith sentences”—words that are spoken and lived by people of faith 
today just as they were by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob long ago. 
 
 

I. Our first faith sentence is “This world is a creation of the hand of God.” 
 
Before he gets to the story of Abraham, the writer of Hebrews goes even farther back in 
time to creation and remarks, “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” 
 
Faith looks at the world and sees things that are invisible to human eyes.  It trusts in God’s 
description of how he made the world.  A scientist who is determined to exclude God from 
the picture can only try to determine what natural processes could have brought this world 
into being, as impossible as that really is.  Faith can look at the world—whether we’re 
talking about living things or planet earth or the universe—and say, “These things are here 
only by the power of God.  They did not come about by things that we can see but by the 
power of the unseen God, who simply spoke and brought them into existence from nothing.  
This world was, is, and will be in existence by the hand and word of God alone!” 
 
 

II.  Our next faith sentence:  “I trust God’s guiding hand—even though I don’t 
know the path” 
 
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 
 
The very beginning of Abraham’s story in the Bible tells how God called him to leave his 
homeland and much of his family and become a nomad in a place where God would show 
him.  Abraham didn’t even know where he would be living!  And yet he obeyed and went. 
 
Have you ever heard a Christian say something similar?  “I trust you to guide me, Lord, even 
if I don’t know where or why.”   Just one example that’s close to my heart:  when we were 
cleaning out my mom's things after she died, I found in her bible a prayer that she had 
written quite a number of years earlier.  It was a prayer she had written after she had been 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis which ended up confining her to a wheelchair for many 
years at the end of her life.  And she prayed, “I don’t know why you’ve chosen to let this 
affliction in to my life, Lord, but I trust that you know what is best, that you love me for 
Jesus’ sake, and I ask you to help me bear this affliction patiently.”  That’s faith—faith that 
your heavenly Father knows best where he is leading you and will trust in him, even though 
you don’t know what the outcome will be. 
 
 



III. Another faith sentence: “God will give me strength to do what he has 
called me to do” 
 
“By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. “ 
 
Abraham was called to have children and Sarah was called to bear children.  But that very 
calling was something that was utterly impossible for them.  The book of Hebrews tells us 
what the story in Genesis also makes clear:  when it came to having children, Abraham and 
Sarah might as well have been dead.  Yet in faith they believed that God would give them 
the ability to have children.   And God miraculously kept his promise, giving them a son Isaac 
and through him so many descendants that even today countless millions of them walk the 
earth!  Most important of them all, of course, was Jesus Christ, the Son of Mary, the Son of 
Abraham, the Savior of the world. 
 
Sometimes we feel as though God is asking us to do something that is impossible for us.  
People sometimes say it when Christian suggest that we still expect young people to not be 
sexually active until they are married.  Some say, “That’s a little unrealistic.”  Others might 
say the same about those who have a same-gender attraction—that it’s just impossible for 
them to not indulge that attraction.   Others will say it’s too hard to be married and they 
want to give up.    People say that it’s impossible for them to forgive someone who really 
hurt them, that it’s impossible to trust.  The person with a hot temper says he just can’t hold 
his tongue.  We could go on and on with examples. 
 
To which God says: if you’re talking about you by your own powers, then what you’re saying 
is true.  By nature you are spiritually dead, as incapable of serving me as 100-year-old 
Abraham was of having a son.  But that’s not all that you are anymore!  I have made you my 
child, I have washed you clean in the blood of Jesus Christ and the water of your baptism.  
You have been born again, given new life and the power of my Spirit within you.    I have 
empowered you to live a new kind of life, a God-pleasing one as my child. 
 
And faith trusts in those promises!  It says, “I believe that God will enable me to live for him; 
that if God has made it clear in his Word that this is who and what he wants me to be, his 
power will work in me just as it did in Abraham and Sarah, to help me live a new and holy 
life!” 
 
 
 
 
 



IV.  And our last faith sentence is, “I’m but a stranger here, heaven is my 
home.” 
 
This is what the writer noticed the most about Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  “By faith he made 
his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob... They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and 
welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on 
earth.  People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.  If 
they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to 
return.  Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.” 
 
These great heroes of faith had to live like nomads in tents for their whole lives!  They lived 
and they died as aliens in Israel, with no city to call their own.  And, the writer adds, it’s not 
as though they couldn’t have left Israel and gone back to the countries of their ancestors.  
They had the opportunity to give up on God’s promises.  But they didn’t.  They remained in 
faith until they died, understanding that even the “promised land” of Israel wasn’t their 
permanent home.  They knew that they had a heavenly city waiting for them, built by the 
hand of God himself. 
 
Some of you are blessed to own the house in which you reside; others are not so blessed.  
But either way, faith reminds us the building we walk into to lie down to sleep at night isn’t 
home.  Home is with the Lord, a home that we don’t deserve to have but that God offers as 
a gift through faith in Jesus Christ.  And so we live as aliens and strangers here, not minding 
that we are different, not upset if we don’t match up with the expectations and standards of 
society, because we are the ones who have a different home. 
 
Be faithful unto death, the Lord Jesus says also to us, and I will give you the crown of life.  
(Revelation 2:10).  As death draws near, faith has a special opportunity to confess that 
confidence in things not seen.  Through that confession of trust in God’s promise of an 
eternal and heavenly house, we glorify God and encourage all the other Christians who hear 
us repeat God’s powerful promises. 
 
Even if your name is not recorded in the “faith hall of fame” in Holy Scripture, you can be 
glad to speak the same way that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did.  I know God is the creator of 
this world, I trust God’s guiding hand, God will give me the strength to be what he wants me 
to be, and heaven is my real home.  And by his grace and power, God will not be ashamed to 
say that he is your God!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 


