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Judah, your brothers will praise you;  
    your hand will be on the neck of your enemies;  your father's sons will bow down to you 
You are a lion's cub, O Judah;  you return from the prey, my son. 
Like a lion he crouches and lies down,  like a lioness-who dares to rouse him? 
The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
    until he comes to whom it belongs, and the obedience of the nations is his.   
He will tether his donkey to a vine,  his colt to a choicest branch; 
    he will wash his garments in wine,  his robes in the blood of grapes. 
            (Genesis 49:8-11) 

 

"An Ancient Prophecy Reveals the One True King" 
 
I've always sort of liked this quote from the famous British prime minister Winston Churchill:  
"Democracy is the very worst form of government that has ever been invented...with the 
exception of all the other ones that have been tried." 
 
I always liked it because it seems to me to be so true.  It's not hard to find flaws with the 
current system of "majority rules" or at least "majority elects somebody to rule."    What if 
the majority oppresses a minority?  What if the majority is wrong, is too easily swayed by 
propaganda or their own short-term personal advantage to look at what is really right or 
what is really best?  What if the people we elect are more interested in their career 
advancement than anything else?    Seems like a bad system.   
 
But when we think to ourselves, "What we really need is a strong leader to take charge and 
fix all these problems"--then immediately we think: wait a minute.  That might be even 
worse!  Do we really want one person or even a small group of elites with unchecked, 
absolute power?  That's way too dangerous.  You know the old saying about absolute power 
corrupting absolutely.  Would we really want to go that way?  Who can be trusted with that 
kind of power? 
 
And today we answer by saying:  just one.  Only one King who always is right and has the 
right to rule over all creation.  His name is Jesus Christ.  He is the King of kings, and today we 
praise him for his rule and look to understand what it means. 
 
 
The word of God we're going to view today from our first lesson may not be a very familiar 
verse.  But it is an important prophecy about Jesus, and important point in the story of how 
God revealed his coming.  But it goes far, far back into ancient times--into the world of the 



patriarchs, the world before there was Moses or before there was a written Bible (although 
God made sure that Moses included the account for us in his book of Genesis.) 
 
We're in the story of Jacob and his 12 sons.  You may remember how Jacob's son Joseph was 
sold by his older brothers into slavery but ended up becoming the 2nd in command of all 
Egypt.  When a terrible famine came, to make a very long story short, the whole family of 
Jacob now had moved to Egypt at Joseph's invitation so that he could provide for them and 
protect them.   
 
Now in our chapter, Genesis chapter 49, Jacob knows that he likely does not have long to 
live, and so he gathers his sons around him to give them his blessing.  And because Jacob 
was God's chosen instrument, his blessing was not just a wish but really very much  a 
prophecy, a Word from God through Jacob about what was to come--not just for these 12 
sons of his but for all their descendants after them, which would one day become the 12 
tribes of Israel. 
 
You can imagine the scene as the aged patriarch, now well over 100 years old, gathers his 
family around his bedside speaks to his children.  Going from oldest to youngest, Jacob 
addressed his sons.  But in the case of the first 3 sons--Reuben, Simeon and Levi--Jacob's 
'blessing' wasn't much of a blessing at all but almost a curse!  He gave them each a grim 
prophecy based on the consequences of how those 3 sons had sinned against him.  Now he 
comes to the 4th son, Judah.  What was going through Judah's mind at this moment?  What 
would his father say to him?   Jacob declared: 
 
Judah, your brothers will praise you;  
    your hand will be on the neck of your enemies;  your father's sons will bow down to you 
You are a lion's cub, O Judah;  you return from the prey, my son. 
Like a lion he crouches and lies down,  like a lioness-who dares to rouse him? 
 
Here was a blessing!  The name Judah means "praise" and so Jacob declared, "Yes, your 
brothers will praise you."  Judah's family would be strong and powerful, in fact, they would 
be the leaders of the whole nation, the tribe to which all the other tribes would look for 
leadership.   
 
 We know that this prophecy came true.  Judah was not only a leading tribe, but it was 
where royalty came--King David came from that tribe, and his son King Solomon who ruled 
over the whole nation of Israel at the peak of its earthly power, as well as all the kings that 
came after them.  And then Jacob looked even further into the future and prophesied 
something even greater! 
 
The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
    until he comes to whom it belongs, and the obedience of the nations is his.   
 



Here is the key verse.  Judah would continue to hold the kingship until the greatest king of 
all came.  "Until he comes to whom it belongs."  Here is a great prophecy that God all along 
has said that he had a King in mind, a King who would be so much different and better than 
all the other kings, the one king who would actually fully deserve the title.  He would be a 
descendant of Judah.  But he would rule not just Judah, not just the 12 tribes of Israel, but 
"the obedience of the nations is his."  Judah, your descendant will literally rule the world.  
What a blessing!  What a promise! 
 
This was new information about the Savior.  Up to this point God had told Adam and Eve 
that the Savior would crush the head of the serpent who had tempted them.  He had told 
Abraham and Isaac that all nations would be blessed through them.  But now God adds a 
new information:  not only would the Savior come from Judah's tribe, but he would be a 
king--in fact, the one true King. 
 
And about 1800 years later, a baby was born in Bethlehem in Judah, biologically and legally a 
member of the tribe of Judah.  And he grew up and proved that he was the one about 
whom his ancestor Jacob had prophesied so long ago.  He could do miracles.  He could walk 
on water, heal the sick, even raised the dead on occasion, all on his own authority.   
 
But how can he really be the one?  He never became a king, did he?  You heard in our Gospel 
reading how he was mocked about this very thing while he hung on a cross.  "If you are the 
king of the Jews, save yourself!"  Yes, what a powerful proof it was to those who hated him 
that he absolutely was NOT the king they had waited so long for, that he should be so weak, 
so powerless when the soldiers had come for him, that the only crown he ever wore should 
be a crown of thorns.  What a proof positive it was for them that he surely could not save 
anyone else, because he couldn't even save himself.   
 
Praise be to the almighty, loving God that he has used his Gospel to open your eyes to the 
truth of that event.  That you can see that it is the polar opposite of what the soldiers jeered.  
His death on a cross is not what excludes him from being the King, no, it is this very act that 
makes him the King.  That by not saving himself, he did save others.  That on that cross he 
earned you a peace with God that no one else could do.  That his horrible death gifted you 
blessings from on high that no one on earth can ever take away. 
 
But what about that phrase "the obedience of the nations is his"?  How has that been 
fulfilled?   You are a fulfillment of that prophecy, right as you sit here.  You have publicly 
declared that the word and worship of Jesus Christ are your life's priorities, that his word 
comes ahead of what any earthly ruler might say,  or any other person, or even yourself.  
Every time you say in the creed, "We believe in one LORD, Jesus Christ" you fulfill the words 
of Jacob, as people from a distant nation who acknowledge to everyone that Jesus Christ is 
King. 
 
For this is how his kingdom grows.  There's another famous old quote that says, "Power is 
never given; it must be taken."  Kingdoms on earth, almost without exception, grow at the 



point of a sword or the end of a gun.  But that'  onot true of Jesus'  kingdom !  His kingdom 
grows not by force but by love, by the message of the Gospel and grace that is so profound 
that it moves people to join his kingdom gladly and willingly.    
 
  
And so what can we take and learn from this ancient prophecy, this word spoken almost 
4000 years ago?  What can you learn from the truth that Jesus of Judah is the King of Kings? 
 
I think first we can learn to TRUST.  We trust that everything God says must always come 
true, no matter how long it takes--that includes Jesus' promise to come to judge the living 
and the dead.  We can learn to trust Jesus' will for our lives, because he is the one who really 
deserves to rule over your life. 
 
We can learn the foolishness of trying to oppose him.  We can take warning for the 
rebellious parts of our hearts that want to ignore Jesus and go our own way.  Do we really 
want to oppose the one whom God himself has declared must be the eternal King?  And how 
can we oppose the one who was willing to go to the depths of hell in order to bring us into a 
better kingdom?  Keep watch for everything in your heart and life that stands opposed to 
him! 
 
And then we can learn...to praise.  Because in Jesus we finally have one who is worthy of it.  
Someone who deserves every ounce of effort we put in to praising him with your life and 
with your worship here.  Because he is the real King, a king who reigns not just to glorify 
himself but to bless you, for now and for eternity, a King who defeated the enemies that 
would have brought you nothing but death and pain so that you can have peace now and 
everlasting life to come. 
 
 
Kingdoms on earth rise and fall.  Movements and political parties come and go.  But the real 
King's rule does not fail, not matter what kind of turmoil happens here.  Your labor for him is 
not in vain.  To the eternal King of Kings, the only Savior from sin, the Lord of the universe 
and eternity, be praise and worship forever and ever!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


