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Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people 
go.  Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to 
meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was changed into a snake.  Then say to him, ‘The 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may 
worship me in the desert. But until now you have not listened.  This is what the LORD says: By 
this you will know that I am the LORD: With the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of 
the Nile, and it will be changed into blood.  The fish in the Nile will die, and the river will stink; 
the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.’” 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the 
waters of Egypt—over the streams and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs’—and they 
will turn to blood. Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in the wooden buckets and stone 
jars.” 

Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. He raised his staff in the 
presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was 
changed into blood.  The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians 
could not drink its water. Blood was everywhere in Egypt. 

But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart 
became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.  Instead, he 
turned and went into his palace, and did not take even this to heart.  And all the Egyptians dug 
along the Nile to get drinking water, because they could not drink the water of the river.  
(Exodus 7:14-24) 

 
Water changed into wine.  Water changed into blood.  Two similar miracles—and yet at the 
same time they are very different, aren’t they?   One was a miracle performed at a wedding 
celebration, done out of kindness to spread the joy and increase the gladness; the other was 
a devastating plague, the first of the 10 terrible plagues sent upon the kingdom of Egypt. 
 
Way back in the second century A.D. in the early church, there was a man named Macion 
who was the bishop, or head pastor, of a church in what is now the country of Turkey.  
Marcion looked at the Bible and decided that the God of grace and mercy in the New 
Testament could not possibly be the same God as the God of the Old Testament.  So he not 
only got rid of the Old Testament, but Marcion went so far as to edit the New Testament as 
wel, removing some books and parts of others—taking out almost all references to the Old 
Testament.  He didn’t think they fit together.  In Marcion’s view, a God who changes water 
into blood could not possibly be the same God who turned water into wine. 
 
It didn’t take long before the church realized that Marcion was a dangerous heretic, and he 
was eventually excommunicated from the church.  But every now and then you might hear 
someone say something just a little bit like that today.  When it comes to the Bible’s 



teachings of the Law and Gospel, someone might say that the Old Testament is the Law and 
the New Testament is the Gospel.   
 
But God has never changed, and his message and his nature are fundamentally the same in 
both the Old and the New Testament.  The God who changes water to wine and the God 
who changed water to blood are one and the same God.   And even though those TWO 
MIRACLES might seem quite different, they both SHOW US SOME OF THE UNCHANGING 
TRUTHS ABOUT GOD: 
  1. He makes sure that he is glorified 
  2. He uses his almighty power to help his people 
 
I.   God displays his own glory through his miracles 
Before God sent that plague on Egypt, he had sent Moses to tell Pharaoh, “Let my people 
go, so that they may worship me in the desert.”  God had already used Moses to perform 
other miraculous signs to show that this was really a message from God.  With God's power, 
Moses had turned his staff into a snake, and he had temporarily given himself leprosy on his 
hand and then instantly cured it again.  But Pharaoh refused to listen to God’s Word, even 
with those signs attached to it.  He said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel 
go?”  (Exodus 5:2)   
 
God says in his Word, “I am the Lord, that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another, or 
my praise to idols.”  (Isaiah 42:8)   He even calls himself a “jealous God” (Exodus 20) because 
he is appalled when people refuse to give him the honor and glory that he deserves.  So he 
sent a plague upon Egypt—turning the water of the Nile River to blood so that the Pharaoh 
and the rest of the nation would know what kind of God they were ignoring.   The Nile River 
was considered by the Egyptians to be one of their gods, so by rendering its water useless 
the Lord was showing just how much greater he was than the false gods that the Egyptians 
knew! 
 
That plague really should have been enough.  Unfortunately, as you heard, Pharaoh “did not 
take even this to heart.”  More plagues would have to be sent.  Finally God would drown 
Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea as the final proof that he was the only God of power 
and glory. 
 
When Jesus turned water into wine, it says “he thus revealed his glory.”  Of course, you 
heard how Jesus hid his glory from most of the people at the wedding.  Only a few people—
the servants, his disciples—recognized his power and glory that day.  But this was the first 
of many other signs with which Jesus made it obvious that he was not merely a prophet.  He 
was the Son of God, and he was to be worshipped and honored! 
 
God has not changed.  He still makes sure that he is glorified.  “Do not be deceived,” Paul told 
the Galatians, “God cannot be mocked.”  (Galatians 6:7)  When Pharaoh mocked God he 
found his country struck by devastating plagues.  And what do we see happening today?  
God is still being mocked and defied by many.  This bible story reminds us that people do 



that at their own peril!  And God will not put up with it forever.  He will make sure that he is 
glorified, one way or another!   
 
And surely this Bible story is a wake-up call for us as well.  Sometimes we too ignore God.  
Sometimes we might think of God as a blindly indulgent grandparent who winks at our 
godlessness.  We imagine that we can put God and his Word and his will off until later on 
when we’re more in the mood for obeying him, while in the meantime we can just indulge 
ourselves.  That’s not who God is!  He is the same God who sent plagues upon Egypt!  He is 
still someone who insists upon being worshipped and honored! 
 
II. God brings salvation through his miracles 
But at the very same time, these two miracles both teach us that this holy, awesome God 
who insists on being worshipped is also a God of love and salvation.  He uses his power not 
only to make sure he is glorified, but to help his people. 
 
How could changing water into blood be an act of God’s kindness?  God had come to rescue 
his people from slavery.  He was going to keep the promise he had made to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob and free his people and bring them to their own land.  And that promise was tied 
to the promise of the Savior who would come from that nation, through whom the whole 
world would be blessed.  This plague was destructive but it was also a part of God’s saving 
plan! 
 
When Jesus turned water into wine, it was also a miracle of kindness and blessing.  This 
began a pattern that we see in his other miracles.  He didn’t do miracles in order to help 
himself (not turning stones into bread, even when the devil tempted him to!)  He did them 
to help others.   He rescued his disciples from storms, fed people, healed many, many 
people, drove out evil spirits, even raised the dead.  The miracles of Jesus reveal his glory 
and also show us that God is a God who uses his power to help his people—just as he did 
long ago. 
 
For us, those are God’s greatest miracles—the ones that brought us salvation!  The Son of 
God was born of a virgin.  Jesus came from heaven to bear our sin for us as a sacrificial lamb.  
Jesus rose from the dead to conquer death and show us his victory.  That’s how God showed 
us his power, how he used that power in order to save you! 
 
And all of these miracles point to that last and final sign.  When God comes in power to 
judge the world, “the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will 
be laid bare”  (2 Peter 3:10)  How can that utter destruction be an act of salvation?  Because 
“we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  (2 
Peter 3:10,13)  God’s act of judgment will mean that his people will be saved from a world of 
sin and death, brought safely out of it to a new home of perfect joy and holiness.   
 
 
 



Conclusion 
Sometimes students have asked me (and maybe you have wondered yourself), “Why 
doesn’t God do all these signs and miracles anymore?”  If God is still the same God as he 
always has been—a God who wants to be glorified and a God who uses his power to save—
then why doesn’t he do those things anymore like he did in Bible times?  Why doesn’t God 
still do the kind of miracles that he did during the plagues of Egypt or during the life of 
Jesus? 
 
I think there are a couple of things we could say in reply to that question.  One thing we 
might want to reply is that God does still have plenty of miraculous signs on display.  “The 
heavens declare the glory of God,” the psalm writer reminds us.  “The skies proclaim the work 
of his hands.”  (Psalm 19:1)   In the astonishing wonders of the animal kingdom, in the 
creation of every new child—surely God has given us plenty of amazing achievements with 
which the whole world can behold his glory!  If people remain blind and turn their backs on 
those things, they are no different than Pharaoh who refused to see the hand of God even 
when the Nile River was changed to blood. 
 
But we might also want to answer that question by saying:  God has displayed his power in 
his Word.  He has done the greatest miracles of all by sending his Son and raising him from 
the dead.  The miracles of Jesus and of the Old Testament are still on display in the Bible.  
Through that Word God continues to accomplish what he intends to do.  He reveals his glory 
so that people will honor him.  He brings salvation to people--even you and me.   
 
That’s the kind of God he always has been.  That’s still the God he is today—a God of power 
and a God of love.  To him be all the glory and praise that he deserves, now and forever!  
Amen. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


