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 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 

marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  They said to Moses, 

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to 

die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?  Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, 

‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 

deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 

see again.  The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to 

move on.  Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so 

that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.  I will harden the hearts of the 

Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all 

his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.  The Egyptians will know that I am 

the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 
 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew 

and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood 

behind them,  coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the 

cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near 

the other all night long. 
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove 

the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were 

divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on 

their right and on their left. 
 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 

horsemen followed them into the sea.  During the last watch of the night the LORD looked 

down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into 

confusion.  He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And 

the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them 

against Egypt.” 
 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters 

may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”  Moses stretched out 

his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were 

fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea.  The water flowed back and 



covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the 

Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 
 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their 

right and on their left.  That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, 

and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.  And when the Israelites saw the 

mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and 

put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.  (Exodus 14:10-31) 

 

It would be a great movie. 

 

Our first lesson today, you might say is the last unexpected dramatic finale of a fabulous 

story, all the more dramatic because we know it's true.  But it would make a great movie, 

if it was done well.  (I suppose The Ten Commandments covered some of it, but after 50 

or 60 years it's probably time for another one.)   

 

It's the dramatic story of the Exodus, and the drama builds as we consider the question:  

can God really get his people free?  Of course since we're talking about God we should 

already know the answer, but the story is no less dramatic nonetheless. 

 

So imagine this as if you were watching in the theater, with all the best special effects 

brought in to bring the miraculous parts of the story to life.  It starts with Moses, being 

sent in to try to free the people.  But Moses' initial efforts don't go well, in fact they only 

make things worse for the people of Israel, who angrily say, "Just leave us alone.  We 

were better off before you got here."   

 

But they are still slaves, and so the effort to free them continues.  It continues with 

Moses confronting Pharaoh, declaring "The Lord says, "Let my people go!"  Ten times 

Moses makes the demand, and each refusal is followed by a dreadful plague upon the 

land.  Swarms of frogs and flies, blood in the water, animals dying in the fields, hail and 

locusts devastating the fields, supernatural darkness.  Finally there is the last and most 

dreadful plague--the plague of death on the firstborn--and finally the Pharaoh relents 

and commands the Israelites to depart and begone.  And so they do--a vast crowd of 

hundreds of thousands, led by Moses with the Lord's own pillar of cloud at the front of 

the column. 

 

They made it out.  They're on their way to the promised land.  It seems like the movie's 

over.  Everybody starts finishing up their popcorn and looking for their jackets.  And 

then...there's a low rumble from the theater speakers.  The scene changes and the sound 

is...hoofbeats.  Thousands of Egyptian chariots, thundering across the desert sands, the 



army of Egypt in all their vast numbers to recapture the Israelites and enslave them 

again.  Pharaoh has changed his mind.   

 

The verses I read you in our first lesson tell us what happened, that famous Bible story 

from the Old Testament.  There are a couple things to notice.   

 

First, notice the attitude of the Israelites when they see the approaching army.  They 

were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  They said to Moses, “Was it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you 

done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?  Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 

alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the desert!”   In spite of everything that had happened...in 

spite of all they had already seen of God's almighty power that had been exercised on 

their behalf...they were convinced that they would now be killed.  They doubted, to put 

it lightly.  And yet...even that didn't stop the Lord from rescuing them. 

 

Then, notice God's words about why he was doing this.  "I will gain glory through 

Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.  The Egyptians 

will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and 

his horsemen.”  God is glorified when he protects and saves people--but sometimes he 

does that in his acts of destruction.  God is glorified when he shows his power over his 

enemies and the enemies of his people, when he strikes down the powers of evil. 

 

And so the movie moves to the climactic scene.  The waters of the Red Sea divide.  The 

Israelites move into the 'valley' between the waters.  The Egyptians, no longer held back 

by the pillar of cloud, move forward in pursuit.  The chariot wheels jam and the army's 

progress is thrown into disarray.  Horror falls on them as they realize the truth:  "The 

Lord is fighting for them against Egypt."  But it's too late.  The walls of water crash back 

down, Pharaoh lifts his fist to the sky one more time in futile rage before the millions of 

pounds of ocean crash down on him. 

 

And then...it's over.  The waves wash peacefully on the far shore.  A couple of broken 

chariot wheels float to the surface...but that's all.  And then the Israelites realize, finally, 

that they are really and truly free.  Their enemies, their slave drivers, are gone.  And then 

the praises begin and the people sing, They sang praises to a God who kept loving them 

even when they had doubted him, praise for a God who did everything for them that 

they could never have done for themselves, praise to a God who loved them so much 

even though they didn't deserve his love.  When the Israelites saw the mighty 

hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and 

put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.   



 

Yes, it would be a great movie, all the more so because it's all true.  Maybe someday 

someone will make it.  But maybe you're wondering:  even if this is a great story, even a 

great TRUE story...what does it really have to do with me?   

 

Well, you see, this story is also a great picture and reminder of another story, another 

true story.  Only, this one is no movie and it's not about somebody else.  It's your story.  

It's the story of God rescuing people today.  And the dramatic question is still there:  will 

God succeed in bringing people, his people, out of slavery and to their promised land?  

Will he be able to rescue sinners like us from our slavery to sin and death set us free and 

bring them to everlasting life? 

 

Again, since this is God's story, there really ought to be no drama to it.  There ought to 

be no doubt that God will do what he has determined to do.  And yet...just like the 

Israelites, we're often guilty of doubting.  What is God thinking?  Why does he just let 

me sit here and be besieged by problems, stressed out by people who don't care about 

me and problems I can't solve, pursued by disease and death all around me?  If this is 

salvation, why doesn't it FEEL more like salvation? 

 

And God answers in his Word, just as he told his servant Moses to say long ago:  Do not 

be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you...The 

 LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still. 

 

And then we see the cross of Jesus and the empty tomb, there we see that God did fight 

for us.  We see how Jesus fought the tempter and won.  We see how he fought against 

sin not only by avoiding sin but by enduring the worst punishment it deserved, battling 

through hours of agony in order to hand us a blood-bought prize.  We see how he went 

toe-to-toe with death and emerged victorious on the third day, so that he could come 

back to his friends and tell them, "Peace be with you...because I fought death itself for 

you and I won." 

 

And one day...one day we'll stand on the farther shore, just as the people of Israel did.  

We'll stand on the other side of this life, after death and judgment day and resurrection.  

One day we'll look and see every enemy of God, Satan himself and every earthly enemy 

of God and his truth, utterly destroyed forever.  And we'll realize that from that moment 

forward, we are no longer slaves, we are truly have nothing to fear from sin and death 

ever, ever again. 

 

And then, like Israel, we will sing.  Oh, how we will sing!  We will hold nothing back from 

our praises, we will shout at the top of our lungs, to honor and worship a God who 



saved us, a God who loved us even when we doubted him, a God who defeated the 

enemies we could never overcome, a God who loved and saved us even though we 

surely didn't deserve his love.  For the Promised Land is ours, and God has done it all.  It 

shouldn't be a surprise, because after all he is God.  But we will never cease to be 

amazed at the ending to which God has brought us. 

 

Yes, the story of the Israelites passing through the Red Sea is a great true story.  But for 

me--I think that the greatest value of it is that it reminds us of the even better true story 

that is our story.  We don't need to watch a movie of it because we live in it.   

 

And so let's learn from that great Exodus that God is someone in whom we can trust.  

Let's learn from it not to panic when something in our lives seems terrifying to us.  Let's 

learn from it not to doubt God's love, to ever doubt that he will see his wonderful plan 

through to the end.   

 

At the Red Sea God showed his power and his love, for his own glory.  In Jesus Christ he 

has shown even greater power and greater love, so that you might give him glory now 

and forever.  The credits haven't rolled yet on your story, but you know how it will end.  

May the end of that story of Israel encourage us as we look forward, eagerly and 

thankfully, to the wonderful end of our own!  Amen. 


