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Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. Then she instructed 
him to say to Mordecai,  “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that 
for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being 
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold 
scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to 
the king.” 

When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai,  he sent back this answer: “Do not 
think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you 
remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?”                                                       (Esther 4:9-14) 

 

A timeless lesson from Esther:  God has a purpose for your earthly life! 
 
The book of Esther is one of the most unusual books of the Bible.  Here's a mind blowing 
fact that you might not have known about it:  the entire book never mentions God.  I'm not 
kidding!  Go and check it out and you will see that God's name is never mentioned in the 
book even once.  Nor does the book ever talk about praying, worshipping God, and doesn't 
even really discuss God's commandments. 
 
Some have wondered:  why is such a book even in our Bible in the first place?  My opinion is 
that not mentioning God is a deliberate choice by the author.  And yet the story is about 
God.  It's how God worked behind the scenes to save his people from annihilation about 500 
years before Jesus was born--so that one day he COULD be born to save you and me.  
Beyond that, Esther is a story about a girl who found herself in a unique position and took 
advantage of it.  And so her story really reminds us of the timeless truth that God has a 
purpose for each one of you. 
 
Esther was a Jewish girl living in Persia.  This was after the Jews had been deported from 
Israel by Babylon.  Some of them had since returned, but Esther was one who hadn't.  She 
was also an orphan girl being raised by another relative.   
 
But as she grew into a young woman her life changed dramatically.   When King Xerxes got 
angry at his wife the queen and decided he needed a new one, he sent out his servants to go 
searching for beautiful women that he might consider making his new bride.  And out of all 
the girls in the kingdom it was this Jewish young lady Esther whom he ended up choosing.   
 



Now you might think that this was all very wonderful and exciting for Esther, chosen out of 
the blue to be the new queen of the empire, and in many ways I'm sure it was.  But I also do 
wonder--would it really have been what she wanted and dreamed of?  To marry someone 
who would be a king but also a total stranger, a despot, not a man of her own religion or 
nationality...and not exactly a typical kind of marriage, either; did you notice that she hadn't 
even spoken to her husband in 30 days?  How would you feel about that kind of marriage?  I 
strongly suspect that there were a lot of nights Esther cried herself to sleep, and asked 
herself the question, "Why me, Lord?  Why did you do this to me?  Why did you have to ruin 
my life in this way?" 
 
And in this Bible story we got an answer. 
 
What had happened was that a powerful man at court named Haman had developed an 
intense hatred of the Jews.  And he had surreptitiously managed to get King Xerxes to sign a 
decree that on a certain day near the end of that calendar year it was "open season" on all 
the Jewish people.  Anyone could attack, rob, kill and murder them without any 
repercussions, in fact they had the king's own seal of approval if they did so.  Esther's entire 
nation was in danger of being wiped out.  
 
You heard her cousin Mordecai's urgent message:  "Speak to the king!  Do something to 
help your people!"  And her response:  "Don't you know that I could easily get killed if I go 
barging in to see the king without permission, husband though he is!  Nobody is allowed to 
do that."  And then he gave that reply:  "Who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?"   You wondered why God made you queen?  Can't you see, 
Esther, that this is why, that you alone of all the Jews have the access and opportunity to try 
to do this, to speak to the King and save all of our lives even if it means risking yours.    
 
And here is where the story of Esther becomes a timeless lesson for you and me. 
 
I don't know if you are crying yourself to sleep at night asking God, "Why did you put me 
here?"  But I think that just about everybody wonders a question like that at least some of 
the time.  The child or teen who says, "Why didn't you make me more like that other 
person?"  The adult who says, "Why can't I go back and undo that bad decision so my life 
could look so much better?"  The elderly person who wonders, "Why doesn't God just hurry 
up and take me home, I'm no use to anybody anymore?" 
 
Why are you here today?  You and I may make mistakes, but God doesn't.  He wants you 
here, here and now.  He planned and secured your eternal future by sending his Son to be 
your Savior.  He had you live just where and when you do so that he could have you brought 
to faith in that Savior.   
 
And he has a specific purpose for you to carry out in that life he has given you.  The Bible 
says, "We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God has 
prepared in advance for us to do."  (Ephesians 2:10)  God not only saved you, but he has 



personally designed the opportunity and situation that you are in just for the specific 
purpose of giving you a way to glorify him.  He promises it! 
 
But what if you can't see it?  What if you're having trouble seeing those things God has 
prepared in advance for us to do?  Certainly turn to God's Word, but also think of the people 
around you.  Is there really no one that you can talk to, serve, or encourage?   Even if you 
were to be bedridden and homebound, is there no one and nothing you could pray for?  
Could you still be an example and a shining light of faith by the attitude that you bring 
toward your suffering?  And if even a helpless bedridden person could still do good works, 
how about the rest of us to whom God has given life and strength?  Just because it's not as 
dramatic as saving millions of people like Esther doesn't mean it isn't something valuable, 
doesn't mean that God can't use your words and example to help bring the even greater 
blessing of everlasting life to someone that he wants to save. 
 
 
Esther was not killed.  The king listened to her appeal and was horrified that he had been 
hoodwinked into annihilating the Jews.  He had the power-hungry plotter executed and 
wrote new decrees that saved the lives of the Jews.  Through this intervention, one day 480 
years later Jesus Christ was born of Mary in the little town of Bethlehem. 
 
Esther didn't know all that.  And we don't know much about her life after that day.   The 
historical record suggests that she did not have a long and happy life as queen.  But God had 
a purpose for her during the time she had.   
 
You and I are headed for heaven by God's grace for Jesus' sake, because of him and by 
trusting in his name.  Your future is secure.  Your earthly life is short by comparison.  But it 
has a purpose.  And it's not just to try to get rich, get famous, get noticed and successful.  
It's to serve the God who made you and saved you.  Will you strive to serve that purpose?  
"Who knows that you have come to your position for such a time as this?"  We know that 
what was true of Esther is also true of us.  Help us to serve your purpose Lord, and to seek it 
with joy for as long as you give us here!  Amen. 
 
 
  


