
Daniel Chapter 4 
Nebuchadnezzar's fall and restoration 

 
Chapter 4:1-8 
Who is the narrator of this chapter?  Why is this 
interesting? 
 
It is unusual that Nebuchadnezzar himself is the 
narrator of most of the chapter.  God wanted the 
words of this pagan king sent out to the people 
of his empire and all time, so that people and 
rulers of every age can learn the lesson God 
taught him. 
 
To whom is this letter addressed? 
 
"Peoples, nations, and men of every language, 
who live in all the world." 
 
What things does Nebuchadnezzar say about the Lord?   
 
His kingdom is eternal and everlasting, and he has the power to do miracles.  He calls him 
the Most High God.  These are things that Nebuchadnezzar learned (or re-learned) through 
his experience in this chapter. 
  
This is the second dream that Nebuchadnezzar has had.  How does he attempt to gain the 
understanding of this dream?  What are some possible reasons why Daniel seems to have been 
the last of the wise men to be consulted? 
 
He seeks out the interpretation from his other enchanters and astrologers.  It is 
disappointing that he does not immediately turn to Daniel, who had interpreted his earlier 
dream in chapter 2.  It could be that he forgot about the help Daniel had given him before.  
Since Daniel's earlier interpretation had stressed that Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom would 
not last forever, maybe the King was hoping to avoid having to hear this same message 
again.  Some feel that Daniel purposely held himself back until the other wise men failed, 
so that he could again show the true God's superiority over the false gods of Babylon. 
 
Based on Nebuchadnezzar's words in verse 8, is there anything we can say about his beliefs and 
his spiritual state?  
 
Nebuchadnezzar still seems to have allegiance to the gods of Babylon, such as "Bel" 
whose name was in the Babylonian name he had given to Daniel.  Was this merely how he 



had felt at the start of his experience, or did he still have that wrong idea at the end?  
We'll come back to this question at the end of the lesson. 
 
Chapter 4:9-18 
Unlike his dream in chapter 2, this time Nebuchadnezzar willingly shared with his other wise 
men and with Daniel the vision that he had seen.  How grand was the "tree" that he saw, and 
what happened to it? 
 
It was a huge and strong tree that provided benefits to all the wild animals.  The peace 
and stability of Babylon's kingdom were an earthly blessing to those who lived under it.  
However, God's angel declared that the tree would be cut down. 
 
Based on verses 15 and 16, it should have been obvious to everyone that this "tree" represented 
a person...and it shouldn't have taken too "wise" of a man to guess what person it was!  So what 
might have been one of the reasons why the Babylonian diviners and astrologers didn't tell 
Nebuchadnezzar what his dream must have represented? 
 
They, and Nebuchadnezzar himself, must have sensed that he himself was represented by 
the tree.  Very likely the Babylonian wise men were reluctant to tell the king the bad news 
that the dream portended; only Daniel had the courage to do so. 
 

"Human beings were designed by the Creator to live under him as creatures, not alongside 
him as equals or even rivals...When any human being refuses to live to God's glory, but 
instead rebels against the will of his Creator, he invites God's judgment down upon himself."  
(Jeske, Daniel (the People's Bible), p. 77). 

 
Nebuchadnezzar deserved the judgment he got--but so do you and I for all the times we 
have rebelled against God! 
 
Chapter 4:19-27 
How did Daniel attempt to combine both tact and honesty in his reply to the King? 
 
He made it clear that he was saddened by the message and wished to support the King.  
However, it was more important that the king hear God's truth! 
 
What dreadful prediction was Daniel forced to announce?  What is meant by the phrase "until 
seven times pass by"? 
 
The King was going to lose his glorious position and be driven to live like an animal, due 
to a strange form of insanity. 
It is hard to say what "seven times" means.  It may refer to seven years, but one would 
expect the author to just say this directly.  So it may refer to a different length of time.  
"Seven" is one of God's frequently used numbers, so it indicates this is a divine judgment.   
 



What was meant by the fact that the stump of the great tree was allowed to remain in the field? 
Daniel does not interpret the iron and bronze bands or chains around the stump; are there any 
possibilities of what they could mean? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar would not be killed, and Daniel predicted that his repentance would lead 
to the restoration of his previous state.  The chains may refer to the special care that 
Nebuchadnezzar's advisors would have to give him during the time he was insane.  (Some 
suggest he literally had to be chained up, but the other verses seem to suggest he roamed 
the fields.) 
 
What advice did Daniel give to the King?  What can we infer about Nebuchadnezzar's rule to 
this point?   
 
Daniel urged him to repent of his sins.  In particular he mentioned "being kind to the 
oppressed", which suggests that one of Nebuchadnezzar's failings was not being 
concerned enough about being a just ruler with compassion for all of his citizens, 
especially the poor or those being taken advantage of. 
 
Was it pointless for Daniel to suggest that if Nebuchadnezzar repented, he might be able to 
avoid the downfall that the dream predicted?  (cf. , for example, Exodus 32:11-14, 2 Kings 20:1-6, 
and the book of Jonah) 
 
Even though God had predicted what would happen to the king, the verses listed here give 
some examples of when God changed a previous announcement of his judgment.  God 
spared the Israelistes after Moses' prayer, he spared Hezekiah's life after he prayed to the 
Lord, and he spared the people of Nineveh when they repented even though he had 
declared the city would be destroyed in 40 days.  So perhaps God would have spared 
Nebuchadnezzar if he had taken Daniel's words to heart immediately.  Unfortunately, he 
didn't!  
 
 
Chapter 4:28-33 
What claims did Nebuchadnezzar make about Babylon as he looked at its splendor?   
 
He claimed all the credit for the city's splendor, and openly declared that the purpose of it 
all was his own self-glorification.  Both claims blatantly break the 1st commandment! 
 
What are some times when we might be tempted to make the same sinful mistake as 
Nebuchadnezzar?  Why are we constantly inclined to do this? 
 
Our sinful nature constantly urges us to see life's purpose as to please and glorify 
ourselves rather than to serve God, and to take credit for all of our own accomplishments.  
We should remember Paul's rhetorical question:  "What do you have that you did not 



receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?"  (1 
Corinthians 4:7) 
 
Why did the Lord choose this particular, bizarre affliction for Nebuchadnezzar?  What does this 
show about God's grace?  About his justice? 
 
It would be a horrifying evidence, to the King and all who knew him, that he was not as 
'great' as he thought it would be.  Since the heart of his sin was pride, the "punishment 
would fit the crime."  But God did spare his life and gave him a chance to repent and be 
saved! 
 
Negative Bible critics like to claim that the situation presented by Daniel is impossible.  Although 
there is a rare mental illness ("boanthropy") that known to exist that fits Nebuchadnezzar's 
symptoms, they claim that there should be other historical records of it happening to 
Nebuchadnezzar, and that his kingdom would have collapsed if he had been insane for seven 
years.  How might we respond? 
 
Not only are our records of Babylon's history very incomplete, but ancient kings usually 
saw to it that their successes, not their humiliating experiences, were what was recorded 
about them.  One historian does mention that Nebuchadnezzar fell into weakness before 
he died.  As mentioned above, we don't know the length of this ordeal, which may not 
have lasted seven years.  Daniel's prediction that this affliction would be temporary, and 
his own authority in the court, may have been important in seeing to it that the kingdom 
did not collapse during this time.   
 
 
Chapter 4:34-37 
What statements does Nebuchadnezzar make about the Lord at the end of his experience? 
 
No one dare compete with God or blame him.  His rule is almighty and permanent.   
 
What do you think Nebuchadnezzar meant by this phrase?  "All the peoples of the earth are 
regarded as nothing."   
 
It's not that the Lord doesn't care about people--he absolutely does!  Rather, this is a way 
of saying that even the greatest human kingdoms and achievements are worthless and 
powerless compared to the greatness of the Almighty God. 
 
Can you think of any other times in history where the Lord has shown himself to be superior 
over all earthly rulers and empires? 
 
In the Old Testament, God showed his superiority over Egypt and Pharaoh during the 
Exodus.  In the New Testament, God prevented King Herod from harming the Christ child 
and prevented both Jewish and Roman authorities from destroying the early chuch.  In 



later history we might think, for example, of the surprising downfall of the Soviet Union 
which had openly committed to atheism and viciously persecuted the Church. 
 
Do you think Nebuchadnezzar was a believer in the true God at the end of the story? 
 
It is impossible to say for sure.  If verse 8 is regarded as being the thoughts of 
Nebuchadnezzar at the end of his experience here, then it would seem that he still had 
reverence for the gods of Babylon.  Also, Nebuchadnezzar often praises God for his 
greatness and power, but does not seem to mention his mercy and forgiveness, even 
though he had personally experienced it.   
 


